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Lisa Neuman, D.V.M.

We're now in our 8th year!

Florida Edition

Volume 2,  Issue 1, january 2014 complimentary

For People who LOVE PETS!

THE PARTY ANIMAL (Happy New  Year!)

6824 Bernadean Blvd., Punta Gorda, FL 33982  
941-330-7898 • www.FloridaPet.net

Kathie Lynch, Publisher  •  kathie@floridapet.net

Please support the people who 
make this magazine possible. 

Tell our advertisers, 

    "I saw you in The Pet Gazette!"

The cover this month is a whimsical thought about lassoing the New Year. 
It’s here, ready or not. We’re into a new decade and have brand new op-
portunities to do good things, to make a difference in the lives of people 

and animals and to have fun along the way. 
Happy 2020!

— Nancy Colby, Artist & Special Needs
Animal Advocate

This Month's Cover

Specialized 
veterinary care 

for your cat!

$20
DISCOUNT

on the initial exam 
for all new clients

3135 Bobcat Village Center Rd, North Port

NOW OPEN!     941-200-5779House Calls Available!     941-200-5779

2695 Tamiami Trail • Suite B • Port Charlotte, Florida 33952

VETERINARY CARE
• Preventative Care • Surgery 

• Dentistry • In-Home Euthanasias
• House Calls

DISCOUNTED BLOODWORK 
• Wednesdays for dogs

• Thursdays for cats

New Clients Welcome 

941-766-8555
lovingpawsah.com

As we enter the second decade of the new millenium, The Pet Gazette 
also enters its eighth year on its mission to inform, educate & entertain the 
humans who choose to live with companion animals. It is a commitment, 
a serious one, to take on the care and wellbeing of these innocents who 
trust us to do our best for them. They lovingly put their lives into our care 
— it's our duty to protect them, and few responsibilities carry such joy. As 
you write your New Year's Resolutions, be sure to put animal care at the 
top of your list. Animals should never be an afterthought.

In this issue, Dr. Dan Bowen discusses the reasons why we have pets; 
Harry  Kalajian explains various dog training styles; Nancy Colby instructs 
you on dental care; and ARC's Lily offers dietary advice. Our Dear Tabby 
explains how to find a qualified cat caregiver; Vicki DeAtley tells you all 
you need to know about grooming clippers; and Pam Hill goes through the 
medical care necessary for a healthy bird. 

Although most people (including me) don't have snakes on our favor-
ite pet lists, there are two types of local snakes that are our friends. The 
Southern Black Racer and the Eastern Indigo are common sights in our 
Florida yards and, although you may shreik (as I do) when you see them, 
remember that, a. they won't bother you if you don't bother them, and b. 
they are busy ridding your yard of other creepy crawly pests, including less 
welcome snakes. 

So, be kind, be proactive in animal care, and enjoy the love that only 
companion animals can provide. May 2020 be the year of our pets. Enjoy!

Contact Kathie Lynch 
941-330-7898 or Kathie@FloridaPet.net

Looking for a little extra money? We're in need of
dependable delivery drivers to distribute our papers to 
businesses in Charlotte County a few days a month.
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     In Fine Fettle

By Dr. Dan Bowen, DVM

Dogs and cats have been kept 
as pets for centuries. But why do 
people keep these animals in their 
homes as pets? This question has 
an obvious answer. It is because we 
love them. But why and how does 
this happen? What do we get out 
of the arrangement and how do the 
sweet, beautiful animals we adopt 
benefit from our love and care?

There are many benefits people 
get from having a feline and/
or canine pet. In addition to the 
unconditional love they give us, 
we see many healthy advantages 
pet owners may have over those 
without pets. 

Of course companionship 
is of paramount impor-
tance. Having a living being 
to come home to, feed, 
care for, and make you feel 
loved, is a huge factor for 
good mental health. Stud-
ies have shown that pet-
ting, stroking, or playing 
with a dog or cat lowers 
blood pressure and causes 
the release of endorphins 
and other brain chemicals 
that make us feel better 
and improve our physical 
well-being. It is no surprise 
that parents that have become 
empty nesters after their kids leave 
home begin to rely on their pets for 
the need to provide care for a living 
being. The care and nurturing we 
provide to pets fulfills our need to 
be involved and needed by some-
one.

Certainly, just caring for a pet 
isn’t the only reason we keep them 
around. Their antics and playful-
ness can keep us engaged and more 
active than we might be without 
them. Puppies and kittens seem to 
have an endless supply of energy. 
This has been shown to increase 
the physical activity of people that 
have become more sedentary in 
life. Taking a dog for a walk is great 
exercise for the dog, but is of equal 
benefit to the person(s) walking 
the dog. And, of course, this can 
become a social interaction as dog 
and walker meet up with other 

people and other dogs. Conversa-
tions spark new friendships. People 
often meet to walk their dogs 
together. It is also good for the dogs 
to meet other people and other 

dogs and become more social-
ized. This is good for the mental 
and physical health of the dog and 
owner.

A discussion of 
the benefits of pets 
would be incomplete 
if we didn’t talk about 
the natural interac-
tions of kids with 
pets. We always think 
of dogs and cats as 
pets, but kids love 
other animals as well. 
Hamsters, gerbils, 
mice, rabbits, ferrets, 
snakes and lizards can 
all be very good pets 
for kids if good com-
mon sense is used. 

It is educational for kids to learn 
about the care and husbandry of 
exotic pets as well as for dogs and 
cats. Every type of pet has a differ-
ent set of needs and learning about 
them helps kids learn about the 
diversities of life and instills a great 
sense of responsibility. I do recom-
mend adult supervision when kids 
have primary responsibility for a 
pet’s care because some kids may 
not always remember to clean, 
feed, walk, or give attention to a 
pet every day. So it is important for 
an adult to ultimately ensure prop-
er care so the pet doesn’t suffer. 
It is always such a joy to see kids 
come into my practice and tell me 
about their pets. They talk about 
what tricks they have taught the 
pet to perform, if it is eating well, 
any bad habits or problems it may 
have, and what they do together 
for fun. 

I have many clients that are 
getting older. They may have lost 
a spouse or otherwise find them-
selves alone. If they are physically 
able to care for a pet, oh what a 
difference a dog or cat can make in 
their lives! Now they have a pur-
pose in life. They have a reason to 
get out of bed, go outside to the 
store, the vet, or take Fluffy for 
a walk. They have increased op-
portunities to meet and greet new 
people. But the feeling of being 
loved and needed is immeasurable. 
We often refer to dogs and cats as 
our furry or four-legged kids, but 
this is almost literally true for many. 
They treat their pets just like they 
were children. They dote on them, 
buy them toys and fun gifts. They 
speak about them with love and 
compassion in their voices. There is 
nothing they wouldn’t do for them. 
They worry when they don’t eat, 
or get sick or injured. Their pets 
become a big focal point of their 
lives. This fills the voids created by 
the loss of loved ones and helps 
relieve the loneliness many older 
people feel. Some older individuals 
I speak with are reluctant to get a 
puppy or kitten because they are 
afraid their new pet may outlive 
them. I tell them to consider adopt-
ing an older pet to give a home to 
a dog or cat that may 
not otherwise get one. 
An older pet can be 
more suitable to an 
elderly person because 
they already know how 
big it will be, and it is 
probably housebroken 
and socialized to other 
people and pets. This 
lessens the demand 
on the owner to teach 
their new pet house-
breaking and manners 
around others.

Many people have service dogs 
to help them with physical or other 
handicaps. These dogs lead the 
blind, listen to the environment for 
the deaf, and pick up objects the 
owner is unable to bend over and 
get for themselves. These animals 

provide invaluable service to their 
owners. They are still filling many of 
the roles of pets as well. They pro-
vide companionship and give their 
owners independence and acces-
sibility to the world they may not 
have otherwise. Another somewhat 
related class of pets are support or 
therapy pets. These are not service 
animals but do help their owners 
cope with difficult situations. They 
help people that cannot fly on 
planes, shop, or interact with other 
people well on their own. The sup-
port pets, just by their presence, 
give their owners a sense of securi-
ty and well-being just by being with 
them. These benefits shouldn’t be 
discounted or trivialized. These pets 
do give their owners some op-
tions and abilities to do things they 
couldn’t otherwise do. The benefit 
of their support is invaluable to 
those that need it.

Since pets provide us with so 
many benefits, we need to recip-
rocate and provide them with the 

many benefits pets deserve from 
us. In addition to providing the 
basics of good food, water, shelter, 
and veterinary care, we also need 
to teach them how to interact with 
us, our families and friends, and 
strangers. Pets need boundaries 

and rules to live with 
us. This makes our 
relationships with pets 
work to the mutual 
benefits of all involved. 
So, enjoy your pets, 
reap the many rewards 
of pet-ownership, 
and make sure Fido, 
Queenie, and Bugs all 
receive every advan-
tage you can give them 
in return for taking care 
of you.

Dr. Dan Bowen graduated from Vet 
School at the University of Wisconsin 
in 1992. He then completed an intern-
ship at the Animal Emergency Center 
in Milwaukee. He owns the Animal 
Medical Clinic of Punta Gorda and can 
be reached at 941-639-9600.
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Cats  are among the world’s 
best  s leepers .  They s lumber 
away about  60 percent  of  their 
l ives… up to  16 hours  out  of 
every  24.  This  schedule means 
that  a  n ine-year-old  cat  has 
been awake for  only  about 
three years  of  i ts  l i fe! 

A  typica l  fe l ine day inc ludes 
over  15 hours  of  s leeping and 
dozing and four  to  s ix  hours 
of  grooming and play ing ,  with 
the rest  of  the day devoted to 
hunt ing ,  eat ing ,  and explor ing.

There are  three types  of 
adult  fe l ine s leep… the short 
nap,  the longer  l ight  s leep, 
and the deep s leep.

Per iods  of  l ight  s leep and 
deep s leep a l ternate.  When 
k i tty  sett les  down for  more 
than a  br ief  “catnap,”  the 
phase of  l ight  s leep lasts  for 
about  hal f  an hour.  He then 
exper iences  deep s leep for  s ix 
to  seven minutes.  Dur ing deep 
s leep,  the cat ’s  body re laxes, 
and he appears  to  be dream-
ing ( twitching and quiver ing) . 
In  humans,  th is  phase is  re-
ferred to  as  REM s leep (rap-
id  eye movement) .  After  the 
deep s leep,  the adult  cat  then 
returns  to  another  bout  of  30 
minutes  of  l ight  s leep unt i l  he 
eventual ly  wakes  up.

A napping cat  i s  on “radar 
patrol ,”  scanning the environ-
ment  for  any smal l  sound.  His 
very  keen senses  keep him 
alert  to  any changes in  the en-
v ironment when he is  in  l ight 
s leep phases.  Thus,  when you 
choose a  s i te  for  your  cat ’s 
bed,  keep in  mind his  need 
for  warmth and secur i ty. 
Look for  a  s i te  that  i s  h igh 
and protected.  I f  h is  nap-
ping p lace is  enclosed on 
at  least  three s ides,  he’ l l 
feel  re laxed and secure.  I f 
the enclosure has  a  top, 
he’ l l  feel  even safer.

Observers  have not-
ed that  the temperature 

of  the room determines  the 
s leeping cat ’s  body pos it ion. 
When the temperature is  less 
than 55 degrees  (not  that 
common in  our  area) ,  a  cat 
usual ly  cur ls  up with h is  head 
tucked into h is  body.  As  the 
temperature increases,  the 
cat ’s  s leeping pos it ion opens 
up.  At  over  70 degrees,  a  cat 
usual ly  l ies  uncur led with h is 
paws out  in  f ront . 

When a  cat  wakes,  he usu-
a l ly  takes  a  few minutes  to 
stretch and restore h is  c i rcu-
lat ion.  A  yawn or  two later, 
fo l lowed by a  quick  face wash, 
he’s  ready for  act ion.

I f  you have a  cat ,  chances 
are  very  good that  you have a 
cat  carr ier  to  transport  your 
cat .  Consider  a lso  us ing the 
carr ier  for  k i tty ’s  catnaps.  I f 
the carr ier  i s  padded with h is 
favor i te  b lanket ,  the fami l iar 
scent  wi l l  help  h im to accept 
i t ,  g iv ing h im plenty  of  oppor-
tunity  to  explore the cat  tax i 
before you have to  use i t  for 
transportat ion.  P lace i t  in  a 
room where k i tty  l ikes  to  hang 
out ,  and remove the door,  i f 
poss ib le.  Put  treats  or  favor-
i te  toys  ins ide,  and let  h im 
discover  i t  on h is  own.  Per-
haps he wi l l  f ind the carr ier 
su itable  for  h is  next  catnap. 
A  l i tt le  work ahead of  t ime 
wi l l  make the dreaded tr ip  to 
your  cat  c l in ic  eas ier,  and may 
provide the perfect  spot  for  a 
catnap!

Give your  cat  a  hug… but 
don’t  wake him up!

 PurrSnickitty

Cat Naps... 
or how a cat sleeps! 

by Kathie Lynch

Cemetery and Cremation Services
27200 Jones Loop Road  v  Punta Gorda, FL 33982

35 Years of Compassionate Care
Shows Our Dedication to the Families
We Serve and the Trust We have Built

PET HAVEN

Pre-planning
and Financing 

Available

941-637-0332
www.royalpalmmemorial.com

Cat Etiquette For A New Year
by Tabby

 ...Kindly  
 arrange 
 the sun so
 it falls upon
 me more
 evenly as 
I nap...

941-475-5402
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BOARDING
& GROOMING

for
Dogs & Cats

Critter Cottage is a full service boarding, grooming, and 
day-care center. We strive to provide a clean, healthy, 

happy environment for your pet’s stay.
Specializing in puppy & geriatric grooming and 

exclusive cat grooming.

941-475-5402
750 Morningside Drive, Englewood, FL 34223

www.crittercottage.net
ACCEPTING MEMBERSHIPS FOR OUR PRIVATE DOG PARK

Separate small dog & large dog yards, plus agility area
3 Acres for your dogs to play! Smaller playards included.

Healthy treats for 
your furry friends 
baked fresh onsite
ALL NATURAL • ORGANIC 
• BAKED FRESH ONSITE
• PET BIRTHDAY CAKES 

MADE TO ORDER!

All-Natural Flea & Tick Remedies
CBD Oils • Organic Bully Sticks • Pet Toys

Unique Gift Items for Pet Lovers

Lotsapaws3@yahoo.com • www.lotsapawsbarkery.com     
     SEE US ON FACEBOOK • FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

24901 Sandhill Blvd., Unit 4, Punta Gorda, FL 33983

Stephanie Schweikhard
Owner / Baker

941-249-9644

Why Do We Have Pets?

D.N.D
Do Not Disturb

Awareness
The main complaint dog owners 

have during their walks
Many dog walkers get frustrated when people allow their kids or 
dogs — or even themselves — to interrupt the dog being walked. 
Most people don’t do this purposely, they just want to say, "hi!" 

but  they interrupt those trying to walk or train their dogs.
Executive Dog Training Inc. has come up with a solution — a 

bright orange slip-on webbing that goes over the leash.
 • The slip-on is very visible at the bottom of the leash. 

• It brings visual awareness not to disturb the dog. 
We urge everyone to please respect the dog and its walker.

Do not rush or disturb the dog, or ask first.
Presently made for ¾” leashes) 

Cost: $2.00/each

The D.N.D can be purchased at: 

Critter Cottage 
750 Morningside Drive in Englewood

or through 
www.executivedogtraining.com

941-447-8234

Contact Kathie Lynch 
941-330-7898 or Kathie@FloridaPet.net

We're looking for motivated, experienced
sales representatives to represent us in 

Lee County.

Do you love companion animals? 
Do you enjoy interacting with a 

variety of peple?
Do you want to determine your

own level of success?

You may be the perfect fit!
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Training Methods Across the Globe
Not one method is better than the other.

By Harry Kalajian, Executive Dog Training

Good Dog!

Boarding •Grooming • Daycare

239•936•1163
www.AcademyKennels.com

Like us on

Beds and Biscuits Pet Resort

2691 North Airport Rd.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Harry Kalajian, M.D.T., has over 
32 years of experience in all aspects 
of dog training. He is a behaviorist, 
ethologist, and psychologist. Harry is 
the owner of Executive Dog Training 
Inc., in Englewood. Contact him at 
http://www.executivedogtraining.
com/askq.php or call 941-447-8234.  

Any trainer that claims that their 
method is better than another's 
should change careers. What they 
are really saying is that they don’t 
know how to implement the other 
methods, nor do they understand 
the other techniques. These people 
are not professional trainers, they 
pretend to be.

Not all dogs are created the same, 
sometimes it is necessary to com-
bine many different methods to 
get the desired results. The trainer 
should understand and apply all 
methods available towards any 
individual dog. The professional 
trainer has to decide, based upon 
the evaluation of the dog, which 
method would be best. All training 
methods should be based on the 
character & temperament of the 
dog, as well as any issues or be-
haviors that need to be addressed 
prior to determining which method 
would be most suitable.

The truly professional trainer will 
incorporate a number of techniques 
to enhance the training during the 
training classes. The trainer also 
has to conform to the comfort zone 
of the owners of the pet and make 
them feel comfortable with the 
methods they will be incorporating. 

If a trainer or training school 
speaks negatively of another train-
er/school they are, in fact, revealing 
their own insecurity regarding their 
abilities and are attempting to jus-
tify their methods. In other words, 
they’re trying to make the sale!

Across the globe there are trainers 
using a wide variety of technique. 
Here are some of the methods & 
equipment used. All have Pros & 
Cons.

• Cookie Training (based on treats) 
• Clicker Training (based on treats)
• Tap Training (touch/treat/voice/ 

 collar) 
• Whistle Training (based on treats 

and corrections)
• Silent Whistle training (based on 

treats and corrections) 
• Collar Training (based on treat 

and collar corrections)

• Halti Training (based on treats)
• Harness Training (based on 

treats)
• Promise Collar Training (based 

on treats) 
• Choker Training (nylon, cord, 

chain, martingale, etc.)
• Pinch Collars (aka prong collar)
• Vibrating Collar (attention drive) 
• E-Collar (Electronic collars come 

in a variety of models, depending 
upon what you need it for) 

• Throw Chain (This evolved many 
moons ago from a method where a 
fake arm was thrown near the dog 
or at the dog to startle it and get 
its attention.) Now they use a chain 
which is first shaken to create noise, 
then thrown at the dog if it doesn’t 
listen. (Unfortunately this tech-
nique has been used out of context 
and created unwanted behaviors, 
mostly fear based.) If used in the 
proper way the technique is effec-
tive (but not using a chain). 

Apologies if any techniques have 
been omitted.  These are the most 
popular. Each method has positive 
and negative results, it depends 
entirely upon the way it is used and 
applied.

Executive Dog Trainings methods: 
Upon evaluation, we will choose 
the best method and tailor a course 
that will be suitable for your dog, 
based on its character and tempera-
ment.

A combination of several methods 
will be used in training. We advo-
cate balance in training. We praise 
when the dog does well and we cor-
rect the dog when it doesn’t. Lead-
ership means you are the Alpha (In 
charge). Dogs, wolves, humans, we 
all have the same principles. We all 
have a family structure; in dogs it’s 
called a “pack."

Residential V.I.P. Services
Evaluation-Consultation • Behavior • Obedience

Failure is not an option!

Harry Kalajian • 941.447.8234 • ExecutiveDogTraining.com

EXECUTIVE
DOG TRAINING INC.

The Fine Art of Professional Training

HK

Over 30 Years Experience

941-769-5768
www.happyhourdoggrooming.com

Quality dog grooming in a safe & caring 
manner brought to your doorstep.

• Haircuts • Baths • Nail Trims
• All grooms are video recorded

Serving Port Charlotte and 
surrounding area within 10 miles
of the Town Center Mall at SR 776 

and Tamiami Trail.

Vicki DeAtley
Owner & Groomer
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Harry Kalajian, M.D.T., has over 32 years of experience in all aspects of dog 
training. He is a behaviorist, ethologist, and psychologist. Harry is the owner of 
Executive Dog Training Inc., in Englewood. Contact him with training questions 
at http://www.executivedogtraining.com/askq.php. You can also call him with 
questions at 941-447-8234.  

must teach one command at a time. 
Once it masters that command 
then you can move on to the next. 
However never advance a dog until 
it’s mastered that one command. 
Sometimes you can combine a few 
commands that are related in a 
way that follows a sequence. But 
make note that once the dog has 
mastered them, you must change 
the sequence to make sure it has 
understood the verbal and hand 
gestures that apply to each. This 
type of training requires, at times, 
switching between different training 
tools to achieve the desired result. 

The higher level ultimate obedi-
ence training is for those that want 
near perfection. Do not confuse this 
level as Schutzhund training. 

The ultimate obedience train-
ing is for those that are willing to 
put many hours, days, weeks, and 
months toward perfecting desired 
results. This type of training is not 
for all dogs. With that said, I do 
not mean the breed. I mean the 

dog needs to have the right type of 
character and temperament as well 
as the right owner. 

A little about Schutzhund training: 

To make it simple to understand, 
those dogs trained as Schutzhund 
are like the Special Forces or Navy 
Seals. These types of dogs have 
mastered Obedience, Protection, 
and Tracking to the max. They are 
used for sport-dog competitions.

As a closing, it is important to 
know what type of training you 
want, and choose the right trainer 
to help you achieve those goals. 
Remember, be vigilant when choos-
ing a trainer. 

Tip of the month:

For successful results
follow my formula:

 Patience, Persistence, 
Consistency, and Repetition. 

D.N.D
Do Not Disturb

Awareness
The main complaint dog owners 

have during their walks
Many dog walkers get frustrated when people allow their kids or 
dogs — or even themselves — to interrupt the dog being walked. 
Most people don’t do this purposely, they just want to say, "hi!" 

but  they interrupt those trying to walk or train their dogs.
Executive Dog Training Inc. has come up with a solution — a 

bright orange slip-on webbing that goes over the leash.

We urge everyone to please respect the dog and its walker.
Do not rush or disturb the dog, or ask first.

Presently made for ¾” leashes) 
Cost: $2.00/each

Critter Cottage 
750 Morningside Drive in Englewood

or through 
www.executivedogtraining.com

941-447-8234

Schutzhund

Schutzhund Agility

Freestyle

Advanced

Residential V.I.P. Services

Evaluation-Consultation • Behavior • Obedience

Failure is not an option!

Harry Kalajian • 941.447.8234 • ExecutiveDogTraining.com

EXECUTIVE
DOG TRAINING INC.

The Fine Art of Professional Training

HK

Over 30 Years Experience

Coldwell Commons, 2825 Tamiami Trail, Suite B3, Punta Gorda

941-246-1025
gentle, cage-free grooming

private grooming appointments
al l dogs hand dried
al l dogs accepted

Courtney Henderson, Owner / Dog Groomer

Jason Potts, Owner / Dog Bather
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Do Your Pets Have 
Healthy Mouths?

 By Nancy Colby, Artist/Special Needs Animal Advocate

PurrView

Welcome to 2020! Who knew? 
We’re into a new decade. It’s time 
to make those resolutions and then 
not keep them. Why do we do that? 
Pets must be smarter than we are 
because they don’t make resolutions 
and don’t disappoint themselves by 
breaking them. Pets just seem to try 
hard every day to please us and to 
be the best they can be. Why don’t 
we make it a point to do something 
good for them in this New Year? Let’s 
promise them and ourselves that 
we will provide good dental care to 
them. Then let’s make sure we do it. 

If you are already providing regular 
dental cleanings for your pet, healthy 
dental treats, and good veterinarian 
care, then you are doing the right 
thing. Keep doing it. If you have 
always meant to do better today is 
the day you can start. Your pet will 
be healthier and happier and you will 
feel better about the care you are 
providing them. 

Dental disease in cats and dogs is 
common and generally avoidable 
with proper maintenance and proac-
tive care. While we can’t just give 
them a toothbrush and toothpaste 
and tell them to brush, we can do 
something to provide good dental 
hygiene. First things first —  see your 
veterinarian and get a good dental 
check-up. If everything is good then 
you have it made. Just ask your 
veterinarian to show you how to 
maintain that healthy mouth. It’s not 
hard and if you do it as part of your 
normal grooming for your cat or dog, 
they will actually enjoy the time you 
spend with them.

Bow-Tie is a cat you’ve read about 
in previous articles. He is the victim 
of a horrific boarding situation. As a 
result of those conditions, all of his 
teeth were rotted, broken off and 
completely decayed. He suffered 
many other health issues as a result 
of the deadly bacteria and infection 
that lived in his mouth for prob-
ably years. Once he became healthy 
enough to endure surgery, all of his 
teeth were removed. His health dras-
tically improved almost immediately 
following surgery. He continued to 

improve in all aspects of his health. 
Today he is healthy though toothless. 
He eats wet food with ease and en-
joys life again. His case was extreme 
but very possible if dental issues are 
not caught early.

Let’s all try to avoid the pain, 
surgery and expense Bow-Tie had 
to endure. We can all do it if we are 
aware of our pet’s teeth, if we look at 
them and if we are aware of changes. 
Some warning signs of dental prob-
lems or oral pain are (but not limited 
to): Bad breath; Inflamed gums; Diffi-
culty eating or refusal to eat; Exces-
sive drooling; Pawing at the mouth; 
Swollen jaw; Shaking or tilting of 
the head; Reluctance to be touched 
around mouth and face; Lethargy; 
General change in behavior; Cats stop 
grooming; Dogs may growl. If you see 
any of these signs or like-signs there’s 
already something going on and you 
need to get to the veterinarian right 
away. You can avoid these signs, the 
pain and the resultant expense of 
corrective dentistry by taking care of 
their healthy mouth and keeping it 
healthy.

Take it from Bow-Tie; healthy teeth 
are better than no teeth. No teeth 
are better than the pain but nobody 
wants to go there. 

 Here’s to healthy mouths!
 Happy 2020!

Nancy Colby is a prominent local art-
ist known for her watercolor paintings 
of animals, especially cats, as well as 
her work with special needs animals. 
Nancy can be reached at watercol-
orcolby@verizon.net or by email at 
petart4u2@gmail.com. 

Humans are not the only ones 
that dream of getting back in shape. 
Pets also have a streak of vanity 
and dream of being as svelte as we 
were in our youth. I know we don’t 
have to worry about fitting in our 
jeans or slipping on that little party 
dress, but we have issues! We have 
to fit into the skin that we were 
given and, trust me, it can only be 
stretched so far. That little extra 
yummy, offered so tantalizingly 
under our noses, is just impossible 
to resist. Tell the truth, if you had 
an ice cream sundae slipped under 
your nose could you resist picking 
up a spoon? Yeah, I didn’t think so. 

You say you have a pet that begs 
to be fed all the time? I think I 
know, no I know I know, how to 
circumvent that. Kick up the quality 
of the brand of food you feed your 
pet. Does it cost more? Yes, most 
of the time it does, but, and here 
is the kicker, pets eat less of high-
quality food! How can that be you 
ask? Well, think about it. Low qual-
ity food has more fillers and less 
protein. Low quality food satisfies 
for a shorter time frame because 
there are not enough nutrients to 
sustain your pet. Low quality food 
does not support a silky coat, keen 
eyesight, or proper overall health! 
If pets could talk they would boy-
cott low quality food!

So, while you may save a few 
dollars up front on low quality 
food, you are going to pay for that 
decision on the back end. How so? 
Food allergies, poor coat, unneces-
sary weight, and a compromised 
immune system all result in health 
issues which will require a trip to 

the vet! Sometimes all the money 
you save in a year can end up at 
your local vet clinic treating health 
issues that stem from poor nutri-
tion.

Need another reason to feed 
your pet high quality food? This 
information might be a tad delicate 
but, pets digest 80 percent of high-
quality food which means fewer 
potty trips. That means less poop 
scooping, less dirty litter, and less 
doggie bags needed when walking 
your dog. Less poop hiding in the 
backyard also means less “oopsies” 
when not looking where you are 
walking! 

So, my friends, how 
about this year we 
resolve to provide better 
quality food for our dog 
and cat buddies! It is the 
best investment you can 
make for your beloved 
companion. Do this for 
them and they will, in 
turn, live a longer and 
healthier life! 

Oh, and FYI, I do have to fit into 
that little black dress, or pink one, 
or any of the other various outfits I 
enjoy wearing.

Have a meowy-tastic 2020! 
Lily =^..^=

Lily & ARC

New Years’ Resolutions
Less Food But Higher Quality

By Lily, ARC Mascot

561-531-1464
veronica@mattersofthepaw.com
Visit us at mattersofthepaw.com

We specialize in concrete stones with paws or dog 
bones, as well as memorial stones for lost loved ones.

Garden Stones for Pet Lovers!

Custom Pet Portraits 
Custom Pet Paintings

Book Illustrations • Watercolor Prints
Art Instruction • Gift Certificates 

Start The New Year  
Off Right!

Nancy Colby 
Artist/Instructor/Illustrator

941-735-4075 • www.catsbycolby.com

Unique & Treasured Gifts
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Cemetery and Cremation Services
27200 Jones Loop Road  v  Punta Gorda, FL 33982

35 Years of Compassionate Care
Shows Our Dedication to the Families
We Serve and the Trust We have Built

PET HAVEN

Pre-planning
and Financing 

Available

941-637-0332
www.royalpalmmemorial.com

42

Animal Refuge Center www.animalref-
ugecenter.com • Visit FB page: Lily and 

ARC   

Phone: 941-276-3327 
www.pattystefan.com

Shuerbug Photographer 
for the 

The Pet Gazee

On location or in the 
comfort of your own home

 Pet Portraits

Coupon required. Not valid with other offers. Expires 2/01/20.
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Happy New Year!

The Pet Gazette
Artist Will Bullas

Want to be a big fish?

Advertise
in

The Pet Gazette
Kathie@FloridaPet.net

941-330-7898
This Month Starts 

Our 8th Year!

Groomingdales
of Englewood

Excellence In Pet Grooming

941-681-1577
Groomer: Connie • 195 W. Cowles

∙HOME
∙AUTO
∙FLOOD

whitcoinsurancepg.com
1225 S Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda, FL 33950

∙BOAT
∙BUSINESS 
... and More!

941-257-0692 or Toll Free 866-298-7608

Are you covered for animal liability under your Homeowner’s policy?

The Perfect Kitty Caregiver
 By Tabby, Cat Columnist for The Pet Gazette

Dear Tabby

Dear Tabby,
It’s vacation time for my humans 

again and I’m very worried. Last 
year they asked a neighbor to take 
care of me while they were gone 
and it was not fun. He never came 
at the same time each day to feed 
me, and a couple of times he forgot 
to refill my munchie bowl. He didn’t 
clean my littler box often... yuck! He 
never stayed to chat. Believe me, I 
was very happy when my humans 
came home! Any suggestions?

 Panicked in Port Charlotte

Dear Panicked,
Yes, it is hard to get good help 

these days! Still, you are probably 
better off staying home while your 
family is on vacation — travel can 
be so exhausting and stressful. 
Tabby is fortunate to be part of a 
family that can be relied upon, es-
pecially since my humans generally 
ask several people to share the joy 
of watching me when they’re away. 
This kind of arrangement works well 
because no one person feels over-
whelmed. Visits to me are easily 
planned around personal schedules, 
and I love the variety!

So, tuck this page near the travel 
folders and perhaps your human 
will learn something about finding 
the perfect cat sitter. (Why are they 
called “sitters?” I prefer “compan-
ion” or “caregiver”... much cozier, 
don’t you think?)

 Please take 
the time to 
find someone 
to take really 
good care of 
your cat while 

you are away on vacation. When 
you plan to be away longer than a 
day or two, unless you have a friend 
or relative who really wants to care 
for your precious pussycat, it may 
be better to engage the services of 
a reputable “pet sitter.” These are 
animal-loving folk who are commit-
ted to attending to your cat’s needs 
with concern and compassion in 
a professional manner; after all, 
their work is their priority and that 

means your cat will get the care she 
needs and that you expect. 

How can you find the right care-
giver for you and your cat?

• Ask friends and acquaintances 
with animal pals to refer you to 
their pet sitter.

• Check with your veterinarian for 
recommendations.

• Often pet stores and groom-
ers have names of professional pet 
sitters.

• Try the National Association 
of Professional Pet Sitters at 856-
439-0324 for referrals or visit their 
website at www.petsitters.org.

Once you’ve located a couple of 
potential sitters, conduct thorough 
interviews. Talk to at least two 
candidates. Ask for references, 
insurance and bonding information, 
and find out about their length of 
experience. Arrange an in-home 
meeting with your cat to see how 
well they interact.

• Be clear in your expectations 
for their service; do you want the 
person to spend time with your cat 
as well as to feed and do litter box 
maintenance?

• Discuss what and when your cat 
should be fed and the number of 
visits per day.

• Discuss fees and then get a 
simple contract signed… to protect 
you and your sitter.

• Before you leave for vacation, 
call the sitter to confirm dates of 
care, fees, and expectations.

• Make sure there is plenty of 
food, treats, and litter in the house.

• Leave clear, written instructions 
about medications and any other 
special needs.

• Provide a list of numbers where 
you can be reached, your veterinar-
ian’s number, and the numbers of 
local friends who could help in an 
emergency.

• Leave a treat for the sitter, too... 
maybe a box of cookies and some 
teas he can enjoy while sitting with 
your feline friend.

With your cat in good hands, 
you’ll have a worry-free vacation!

Best wishes, Blinky! 

                 ATTENTION
               HUMANS
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Charlotte & Sarasota Counties Shutterbug
Patty Stefan

www.pattystefan.comShutterbug
Hounds of Henry Street Dog Park, Punta Gorda

Julie 
Wetzler 
and her 
12-week-
old Black 
Mouth 
Kerr, Ruby. 
Ruby was 
a rescue 
from the 
Crystal 
River area.

Julie 
Schoettley 
and her 
six-year-old 
Pug/Boxer 
mix, Ban-
dit. He was 
rescued in 
St. Louis, 
MO.

Kim Hall 
with her 
3-year-old 
Cocker 
Spaniel, 
Blue, 
named for 
his one 
blue eye.

Ron and Pam with their 7-year-old Labrador, Bently. Keratin Fox with her two Labradors, 13-year-old Onyx and 
10-year-old Jack.

Mark Persyn with his 9-week-old Morkie, Mia.

Bell Tower Yappy Hour: 
 

Second Friday of every month
6:00pm-8:00pm

Daniels Parkway & US 41

Bring your pooch to Bell Tower Shops 
for Yappy Hour, where you can meet 
adoptable dogs, sip on cold refresh-

ments from the outdoor bar and listen 
to live music with your four-legged 

friend. Enjoy an evening of music and 
finish the night at one of eight pet 

friendly restaurants within the center. 

This is a free event open to the public 
with proceeds from the event to benefit 

the Gulf Coast Humane Society. 

Come to Scotty's Bierwerks to help The 
Gulf Coast Humane Society with their

mission of caring for SWFL's furry friends!

The Gulf Coast Humane Society is a non-profit animal welfare 
organization that provides refuge, medical care, and is a

facilitating adoptive home.

Join us for live music from Deven Starr 6-9, food trucks, craft 
beer, and raffles to help support this amazing cause. 

All proceeds from raffles go to the Gulf Coast Humane Society.

901 E Industrial Circle, Cape Coral
239-888-5482

Hounds of Henry Street Dog Park, Punta Gorda

Jill Kiem 
and her 
11-year-
old Pug, 
Barri.

Roland 
Brierly 
with his 
2-year-old 
Chihuahua, 
Rocco.

Mr. And Mrs. Glenn Stern with their 18-month-old Cocker 
Spaniel/Hound mix, Libby.

Gilchrist Park, Punta Gorda
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My name 
is Sammie. 
I am an 
11-year-
old 
Smooth 
Haired 
Dachshund 
male. I'm 
a senior 

looking for a tranquil, pleasant, and 
stress free retirement home. I am vocal. 
I like my toy hedgehog, and I can be a 
bit of a couch potato.

Angel is a spayed female hound mix. 
She is 12 years old and up-to-date on 
her shots. Angel’s human passed away 
and she would like a new companion 
to bond with. She is healthy, with good 
eyesight and hearing. She would be a 
great companion for senior person. 

Alfie is a sweet 
1 1/2-year-old 
Rottweiler mix. 
Alfie will capture 
your heart in an 
instant! Alfie is 
a special needs 
dog, after suf-
fering a spinal 
injury which 
paralyzed his 
hind legs. Alfie is 
happy and has a full life in front of him! 
His cart is included in the adoption! 

When Daisy Mae 
is not creating 
mayhem in our of-
fice, she is spend-
ing time sunbath-
ing in the window. 
Mornings are 
always a surprise 
because she has 
reign of the office 
throughout the 
night. But she is looking for her furever 
home and has lots of love to give! P.S. 
You should probably have a window.

Martin (left) and 
Nugget (right) met at 
the shelter and are 
very bonded. They 
would love to find a 
home together. They 
are both FeLV-posi-
tive, so no other cats 
unless FeLV-positive. 
Martin is a sweet, gentle 10-year-old 
tuxedo lap cat. Nugget is a stunning 
2-year-old tabby. He is a big boy, equal-
ly playful and snuggly. These two love 
to cuddle together and would make a 
wonderful addition to any loving family.
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Adoption fees are $75 for dogs and $65 for 
cats and $6 for cats over 6 years old. Pets 
come fully vaccinated and spayed/neutered. 
Dogs also come with four free training 
lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9’s. Pets 

also come with one month free pet insurance. Adoption hours are noon to 4pm 
Wednesdays-Sundays. The Animal Refuge Center is located at 18011 Old Bayshore 
Road N. Ft Myers Florida. For further information on any of our pets visit our web-
site www.animalrefugecenter.com or call (239) 731-3535.

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
3519 Drance Street  •  Port Charlotte, FL 33980

(941) 625-6720  •  www.awlshelter.org

The Adoption Center

 ANUBIS
is a one-year-
old, high-energy 
Australian Cattle 
dog mix. He is 
best in an active 
home with older 
children and no 
other pets.

Call Deva at 
EARS Animal Rescue,
941-681-3877,

stop by at 145 W. Dearborn St. in Englewood.  Visit us online at 
www.EARS4life.com. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY BOBBI AUSTIN

Come to the Gulf Coast Humane Society to spend time 
with these dogs and cats today! 

Gulf Coast Humane Society
2010 Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916 

Tel. (239) 332- 0364
www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org

6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
www.humane.org

Gulf Coast Humane Society 
       2010 Arcadia St.  Fort Myers, FL

              (239) 332-0364
  www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org 

           Come to the Gulf Coast  
                Humane Society to  
               spend time with these  
             cats and dogs today!

See a pet you'd like to meet? 

6781 San Casa Drive

Englewood, FL 34224

941.474.7884

www.humane.org

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
        3519 Drance Street • Port Charlotte, FL 33980 

(941) 625-6720 • www.awlshelter.org
All of our animals are micro chipped, spayed or neutered, and are current with their 

shots prior to adoption, including rabies. Please pay a visit to our shelter and help bright-
en the lives of our numerous homeless pets that are waiting to be adopted.

We are open from 10am to 4pm seven days a week. Like us on Facebook at AWL Pets.  
 
To view more of our  adoptable pets, please visit our website at www.awlshelter.org.

photos by Ingrid Simke

My 
name is 
Bogart. 
I am a 
1-year-
old 
Labrador 
Re-
triever/
Beagle 
mix 

male. I need a family who can keep up 
with me. I'm lots of fun and have some 
basic training already mastered. 

Puppy is an 
8-year-old terrier 
mix. This bouncy, 
sweet girl wins 
the prize for 
biggest smile 
ever! She is well 
behaved and 
loves to walk, 
wiggle, and give 
kisses — what 
more could you 
ask for?18 The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net •February 2014
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Come to the Gulf Coast Humane Society to spend time 
with these dogs and cats today! 

Gulf Coast Humane Society
2010 Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916 

Tel. (239) 332- 0364
www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org

6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
www.humane.org

    Adoption fees are $75-$150 for dogs/
puppies and $25-$85 for cats. Pets 
come fully vaccinated, spayed/neu-
tered, and micro-chipped with one 
month of free health insurance. Dogs 
also come with 4 free basic obedi-
ence lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9. 

Adoption hours are 11am to 4pm Wednesday -Sunday. The Animal Refuge Cen-
ter is located at 18011 Old Bayshore Road in N. Fort Myers. 
    For further information on any of our 350+ pets visit our website at www.
animalrefugecenter.com or call 239-731-3535. Like us on Facebook at Animal 
Refuge Center or Lily and ARC.
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6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
www.humane.org

Contact the shelter to the left of the photo!

My 
name is 
Coco. I am 
a 13-year-
old 
Domestic 
Medium 
Hair/Nor-
wegian 
Forest mix 
female. 
I am a 

gentle cat that is looking for a place to 
spend my retirement.

My name 
is Artoo. I 
am a 3-year-
old Domes-
tic Shorthair 
mix male. 
I’m fun to 
have around 
and sure to 
make you 
smile. I am 
cat and dog 

friendly. I like humans of all ages, and 
have been socialized well. 

My name 
is Mama. I 
am a 2-year-
old Domestic 
Shorthair 
mix female. 
You guessed 
it, at my 
young age 
I have had 
some babies. 
Thank good-

ness that's behind me. Now I can focus 
on me and finally have the spotlight. 

My name 
is Buddy. 
I am a 
10-year-
old Ger-
man Short-
haired 
Pointer 
mix male. 
I'm a 

senior with lots of pep left in my step. I 
am house trained and crate trained and, 
strange as it may sound, I like to sleep at 
night in the closet. 

Scooter is 
a 5-year-old 
domestic 
shorthair. Just 
look at that 
adorable face!

Honey Dew is a 1-year-old domestic 
shorthair. She is inquisitive and affec-
tionate.

Kaya is a 
6-year-old ter-
rier mix… and 
a keeper! One 
look into those 
deep brown 
eyes and you 
will be hooked. 
She has a tail 
that never stops 
wagging! She 

loves affection — both giving and 
receiving. If you are looking for a friend 
that is up for anything, Miss Kaya is the 
girl for you!

Calamity Jane can be shy at first. This 
is a noisy place and she doesn’t like 
that. She is heartworm positive, but the 
Doctor will take care of that and she’ll be 
a healthy pup. Then she could find her 
forever home. Now that would be nice.  

Well, 
hello there. 
My name is 
Shane and I 
want to be 
your forever 
pet. I love 
long walks 

on the beach. Sitting at home and watch-
ing TV. Don't forget the popcorn. I don't 
do well with small animals. I like them 
more my size. Hey, do you want to take me 
outside and play? Ask the techs to let me 
come hang out with you. 

Little Dog — Not much information was 
given about me except that I am housebro-
ken and crate trained. Guess that's all my 
previous owner had to say. So here I sit. 
Please ask to take me out so that you can 
see how sweet I can be.  

Balboa is a 2-year-old domestic 
shorthair who's looking for a playmate 
to love.

Bella is a 
10-year-
old, spayed 
female, who 
is front-paw 
declawed. 
She loves 
to sit in the 
window and 
enjoy the 
sunshine!

Loki is looking for 
his furever family. 
Please come meet 
him at Animal 
Welfare League if 
you’re looking for 
a well-mannered, 
laid back pup. I’m 
surprised he hasn’t 
been adopted yet! 
Oh, and he gets 
along with pigs, 
too.

Sophie is a 9-year-old spayed female, 
front paw declawed sweetie.
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Adoption fees are $75 for dogs and $65 for 
cats and $6 for cats over 6 years old. Pets 
come fully vaccinated and spayed/neutered. 
Dogs also come with four free training 
lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9’s. Pets 

also come with one month free pet insurance. Adoption hours are noon to 4pm 
Wednesdays-Sundays. The Animal Refuge Center is located at 18011 Old Bayshore 
Road N. Ft Myers Florida. For further information on any of our pets visit our web-
site www.animalrefugecenter.com or call (239) 731-3535.

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
3519 Drance Street  •  Port Charlotte, FL 33980

(941) 625-6720  •  www.awlshelter.org

The Adoption Center

 ANUBIS
is a one-year-
old, high-energy 
Australian Cattle 
dog mix. He is 
best in an active 
home with older 
children and no 
other pets.

Call Deva at 
EARS Animal Rescue,
941-681-3877,

stop by at 145 W. Dearborn St. in Englewood.  Visit us online at 
www.EARS4life.com. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY BOBBI AUSTIN

Come to the Gulf Coast Humane Society to spend time 
with these dogs and cats today! 

Gulf Coast Humane Society
2010 Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916 

Tel. (239) 332- 0364
www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org

6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
www.humane.org

Stop by at  
145 W. Dearborn Street  

in Englewood

 941-681-3877
photos by Bobbi Austin

www.EARSAnimalRescue.com

EARS cats can be seen in our open cat room. No cages, and chairs to sit on. 
Come visit and enjoy the animals.

Walter is 
a 9-year-old 
Hound mix. 
His heartworm 
treatment is 
completed and 
he is excited to 
be up for adop-
tion! Walter 
was pulled from 
another shelter 
to give him this life-saving treatment. 
Won’t you let him know it was worth the 
4-month process and come adopt him? 

Kali is a 
3-year-old 
Poodle mix 
— maybe 
a doodle. 
We pulled 
her from 
another 
shelter 
that 

was running out of space to give her 
another chance. One look and we fell in 
love and know you will too. 

Orion is almost 2 years old and ad-
opted from ARC as a pup. His owner fell 
on hard times 
so Orion 
came back to 
ARC hoping to 
find another 
home! He 
is a friendly, 
happy-go-
lucky Pittie 
just looking for love. 

Esther is two 
years old and 
believes she is 
descended from 
Egyptian royalty. 
She probably is 
because she gra-
ciously welcomes 
every visitor into 
“her” kingdom. 
Esther would 
probably prefer 

to be an only cat where she could rule 
with her humans. 

Giddy is a 
3-year-old, 
front-declawed 
male who is 
a total love 
muffin. This 
handsome 
little man gives 
love nibbles 
when being 
cuddled. If you 

need a cat that is super affectionate then 
Giddy is the cat for you.

Kiki is looking 
for a very safe 
home because 
this 4-year-old 
boy is blind. 
His ideal home 
would be with 
older children 
and/or laid back 
pets. Sudden 

commotions stress Kiki out while explor-
ing his new environment. We’d really like 
to get him into a safe home preferably 
without any access to a pool! 

Pokey is 
a neutered 
male, minia-
ture Poodle. 
He is maybe 
12 years old. 
Pokey likes 
rides in the 
car, and men. 
He is house-
broken, good 
natured, but 
not fond of 
cats.

Ralph is a 
handsome 
7-year-old 
neutered 
male, a bit 
shy and very 
loving.

Mattie is a 
6-year-old, spayed 
female, Yellow 
Labrador Retriever 
and is a lover. 
Mattie likes, kids, 
cats, rides in the 
car, and is house-
broken. Mattie’s 
foster Rick is going 
to put her on a 
much-needed diet 
for her girlish waistline and give her lots 
of exercise. 
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Dog Grooming. What Really Happens?
Hair Cuts with Clippers, what’s a puppy cut? Part 5  By Vicki DeAtley

Shampoo

The Southern Black Racer snake is a 
very common non-venomous snake 
species found in and around the 
southern regions of the United States. 
It's widely spread throughout the 
Florida mainland and also the Florida 
keys. Outside of Florida, it can also be 
found throughout the Eastern regions 
of the US, from NE Texas.

These non-venomous snakes are 
mainly found in grasslands, prairies, 
scrub, bushy areas, and sandy hills. 
These snakes are shy and timid by 
nature and are, in most cases, harm-
less if not attacked or threatened. 
Although its bite is harmless, their 
needle-sharp teeth can inflict bleed-
ing upon its victim.

The average size of an adult South-
ern black racer snake is around 20 to 
56 inches, although the maximum 
length of an adult snake can reach 
approximately 70 inches. They can 
live up to 10 years both in the wild or 
in captivity.

These snakes have a slim body, cov-
ered with 17 rows of dorsal smooth 
scales down the middle of their body.
The southern black racer snake is 
marked with dull colors covering all of 
its body. The juveniles are usually gray 
in color, with some reddish brown 
blotches that fade into their solid-col-
ored tail. As for their vision, this snake 
is considered to be color blind.

These snakes can move extremely 
fast, hence the name “racer,” because 
they are typically daytime hunters 
and need to escape predators. They 
are also capable of gliding, swimming, 
and climbing at unbelievable speeds. 
They are very skilled swimmers and 
amazing opportunistic predators.

Their speed is possible because 
of their natural smooth skin and 
scales, they usually shed their skin 
once a year. The southern black racer 
snakes have several predators, such 
as hawks and other birds of prey. 

“You know I just want him to have a 
short, cute haircut. I think they call it 
a puppy cut.”

Groomers and owners know that 
accurately discussing the length of 
hair when getting a haircut, whether 
your own hair or your dog’s hair, is 
the key to being happy with the hair-
cut. So just like when you go to the 
barber or hairdresser, it is important 
to be detailed in describing the length 
of hair you expect. It can be the dif-
ference between looking like Jennifer 
Aniston or Ellen DeGeneres. Short 
means different things to different 
people including hair stylists, dog 
owners, and groomers. It is important 
to be able to communicate with your 
groomer when discussing hair length 
in order to be happy with the result. 
In order to do that, it helps to know 
the tools and options available.

Most haircuts for dogs today are 
done at least in part with clippers. 
Clippers come in corded and cordless 
varieties. There are positives and neg-
atives with both types. The cordless 
varieties have the benefits of being 
light-weight, cord-free, and the ability 
to fit better in hard to reach areas like 
when grooming bellies. Cordless clip-
pers are more expensive than corded 
clippers. Larger, corded clippers work 
better in some situations such as 
grooming dogs with excessively thick 
coats where more power is needed. 
So, most groomers will have different 
clippers for different applications.

A blade is the detachable metal 
cutting part of the clipper, mostly 
ceramic or stainless steel, which is 
popped on and off the clipper. Clip-
per blades come in a variety of sizes 
or lengths. They can also be fine 
toothed or skip toothed. Skip toothed 
blades have larger spaces between 
the teeth and cut through thick, dirty, 
coarse, curly, or matted coats better. 
They also have a higher chance of 
catching a fold of skin between the 
wider spaced teeth and may leave 
the hair “choppier” looking. Fine-
toothed blades are used on clean, 
smooth coats for a soft, smooth look. 
Fine toothed blades will have an “F” 
after the blade number. The size of 
the blade determines how much hair 
will be left on the dog. The higher the 

blade number, the shorter the cut. 
Here are the average clipper blade 
sizes and uses:

 
 3 blade    leaves hair 1/2 inch
 4 blade    leaves hair 3/8-inch,      
 short but somewhat fluffy
 5 blade    leaves hair 1/4 inch,   
      for short cuts that won’t  
      show skin, good for white  
      dogs
 7 blade    leaves hair 1/8 inch,   
                   very short haircut and   
       commonly used blade, 
      used for dematting
10 blade  leaves hair 1/16 inch, 
      considered the safest 
                   blade to use
                   on delicate areas like the    
                   sanitary areas,
      used for dematting
15 blade  leaves hair 3/64 inch,
30 blade  leaves hair 1/50 inch, 
                   often used to shave the   
                   bottom of dog’s feet
40 blade  leaves hair 1/100 inch,    
                   seldom used by most  
                   groomers, shaves basically 
                   to the skin, considered a 
                   surgical blade, but is  
                   sometimes used on ears   
                   or faces of poodles

Besides using a clipper blade, 
groomers have the option of using a 
guard comb attachment also referred 
to as a snap on comb. Guard combs 
are attachments that slide over the 
top of a clipper blade and are made 
of plastic or a combination of plastic 
and metal. The combs are usually 
placed over a 30 blade, but other 
blades are used as well. They are 
extremely popular with groomers for 
several reasons. First, there is much 
less chance of cutting or nicking a 
dog with a guard comb than with a 
clipper blade because the blade is 
not directly next to the skin. This is 
particularly helpful when grooming 
dogs that may have a lot of lumps, 
bumps, or warts that are difficult to 
see under the hair. Whereas a clipper 
blade may inadvertently catch a large 
hidden wart and make it bleed, it is 
less likely to happen with a guard 
comb. Because the blade is not next 
to the skin, this also helps reduce 

irritation caused by the clipper blade 
due to heat or skin sensitivities.

Also, guard combs give you more 
options for longer hair length than 
blades do. Guard combs are made by 
many different manufactures such as 
Wahl and Andis with no standardized 
sizing so different companies use dif-
ferent numbers or letters to identify 
the length of hair their comb leaves. 
So, it is best when choosing a guard 
comb to look at the length of hair it 
will leave versus the number or letter 
a company uses to identify the comb. 
The length of hair a guard comb 
can leave is typically 1/8 to 2 inches 
which leaves more options for longer 
lengths than traditional blades alone. 
In the past, longer haircuts had to be 
done with scissors, now guard combs 
save the groomer time, reduce hand 
and wrist strain from scissoring, and 
allow more consistency in haircuts. 
Guard combs don’t work in all appli-
cations. For example, you cannot use 
a guard comb to get underneath mat-
ted hair or to get an extremely close 
shave on a Poodle’s face. Overall, 
guard combs are a great addition to a 
groomer’s tools. 

Please note, dogs are generally 
groomed with the 
grain of the hair, 
meaning from 
the head towards 
the tail following 
the growth of the 
hair. Sometimes 
though, dogs are 
groomed in “re-
verse” or against 
the grain of the 
hair. This may be 
done to help the clipper blade pick 
up each hair and send it through 
the blade evenly leaving a smoother 
finish particularly on thick coated, 
wiry, or straight-haired dogs. The 
important thing to remember when 
clipping the dog in reverse is the 
blade or the clipper guard comb will 
leave the hair about twice as short as 
the stated length.

So now that you understand the 
tools that are available, you under-
stand how important it is to talk 
about the length of your dog’s hair in 
inches versus saying a “short, cute” 

haircut. A puppy cut generally means 
one length all over the body and 
legs. But, the length of a puppy cut 
can mean shaved down to 1/16-inch 
or it can mean 2 inches. There is no 
standard definition. Plus, a puppy cut 
doesn’t give any indication on how 
to trim the face, ears, or tails so it is 
important to be specific in describing 
what you want. Groomers can use 
guidelines for haircuts based on dog 
grooming books which describe in 
detail a length and style of haircut for 
various breeds of dogs. Yet, in South-
west Florida some of the long-haired 
suggestions in the books don’t work 
in this environment and we typically 
see much shorter styles here.

One way to ensure you get the hair-
cut you want is to ask your groomer 
what length of hair they leave after 
grooming your dog and if they used a 
blade or comb. If you move or if you 
need to switch groomers then you 
know what length you like. You can 
also bring pictures to your groomer of 
dog’s haircuts you like. Again, realize 
though that just like with the hair-
dresser, they can’t turn Danny DeVito 
into George Clooney and groomers 
can’t turn Scooby Doo into Lassie.

Why did my groomer shave my dog 
naked?

A dog is often described as “naked” 
by owners after it is dematted. Mats 
are tangles or knots of hair that can-
not be brushed out. The reason such 
a short length is required for demat-
ting is because the blade needs to go 
under the mat (not through the mat) 
and the mats are usually very tight to 
the skin. So, a groomer uses a 7 
blade or 10 blade on your dog to get 
the mats out, leaving your dog with 
about an 1/8 to 1/16-inch of hair, 

(continued on page 17)

Vicki DeAtley is the owner and groomer 
of Happy Hour Mobile Dog Groom-
ing, www.happyhourdoggrooming.
com at 941-769-5768 serving Port Char-
lotte and the 10-mile surrounding area. 
Before grooming, Vicki spent 20 years 
as a pharmacist which helps her bring a 
unique approach to quality and safety 
while working with dogs.

Wild Things
Black Snakes Are Your Friends!

Sometimes domestic dogs or cats are 
predators to them.

Like other snake species, the south-
ern black racers use underground 
shelters to hibernate during the 
coldest winter months, from around 
late October, emerging again in mid-
March. They hibernate in large groups 
of snakes and with other species too. 
They use rock crevices or old burrows. 
The snake basks outside of the den for 
weeks beforehand and can often use 
the same den for years.

The southern black racer has a very 
unique defensive mechanism. When 
in danger, the snake will vibrate its tail 
in dense grass generating a vibrat-
ing sound, somewhat similar to the 
sound of the rattlesnake's tail.

Although these snakes share some 
common characteristics to constrictor 
snakes, the scientific name ‘constric-
tor’ is a bit misleading. They display 
little signs of behavior which give a 
constrictor like the Burmese py-
thon its name. Black racers don't coil 
around their prey to suffocate and kill 
them before devouring them.

The southern black racer snake 
hunts mainly rodents, like rats, 
insects, other small snakes like the 
slender rough green snake, moles, 
lizards, frogs, and toads, and on occa-
sion even birds or bird's eggs. When 
compared with other snakes they 
have a big appetite. Their diet habits 
are beneficial to humans since they 
prey mostly upon such animals that 
are actually a menace to our crops.

Their mating season is between late 
April and mid-June. The breeding sea-
son extends from the month of June 
to early July. The female can give birth 
to anywhere from 3 to 32 babies. 
After birth, the juveniles are approxi-
mately 6 inches long. The adult snakes 
do not feed the babies or even pro-
tect them. For the babies to survive 
they use the process of camouflage. 
Even so, juveniles have a survival rate 
of only around 40%. In general, only 
about 8 babies survive through the 
first year of their life.

Humans are, as with most snakes, 
the biggest threat to the southern 
black racer. They are killed in large 
numbers by cars or are killed out of 
fear, even by mistake because of their 
close resemblance to the Water Moc-
casin, a dangerous venomous snake.

Eastern Indigo SnakeSouthern Black Racer Snake

meaning it will be a very short haircut 
or naked! When a dog is matted, 
and those knots of tangled dirty hair 
need to be shaved out, a $20-$40 
clipper blade can be ruined quickly. 
So, groomers charge more money to 
groom matted dogs due to the extra 
time, safety risks, and blade cost. 
Brushing prevents matting which in 
turn prevents paying a lot of money 
for a naked dog. 

Most importantly, when picking the 
best haircut, the owner and groomer 
should talk about the following. Do 
you have time to brush your dog 
daily? Does little Cujo enjoy being 
brushed or does he bite you when 
you try? Do you have trouble brush-
ing your dog due to a medical issue 
like arthritis? Does your dog like to 
play in the grass which contains a 
lot of stickers/burs or is your dog a 
couch potato? Does your dog get a 
lot of ear infections where it would 
be helpful to keep the hair shortened 
on and under the ears? Can you only 
afford to get your dog groomed every 
3 months? Does your dog swim? Is 
the long hair that worked up north 
going to work in Southwest Florida? 
These are the types of questions that 
indicate whether a short or longer 
haircut is best for your pet. Now 
that you have the knowledge of the 
options available, let your groomer 
help you pick the most attractive and 
practical haircut that works best for 
you and your dog.

Shampoo
(continued from page 16)

The eastern indigo snake (Drymar-
chon corais couperi) is a large, black, 
non-venomous snake found in the 
southeastern United States. Reaching 
lengths of almost 9 feet, it is the lon-
gest native snake in the United States. 

The Eastern indigo snake is a glossy 
bluish-black colored snake that can 
reach lengths of nine feet. It is the lon-
gest native snake in the United States. 
Most indigo snakes have smooth 
scales.When approached, the Eastern 
indigo snake shows no aggression. 
They are harmless, as they seldom 
bite people.

The Eastern indigo snake’s diet 
primarily consists of a variety of spe-
cies, including small mammals, birds, 
toads, frogs, turtles and their eggs, 
lizards, and small alligators. 

Indigo snakes breed between the 
months of November and April and 
nest between May and August. Fe-
males lay 4-12 eggs yearly or bi-yearly, 
with the eggs hatching 90 days after 
being laid.  Since the indigo snake is 
a commensal of the gopher tortoise, 
females usually deposit their eggs in 
gopher tortoise burrows. Females 
may have the ability to hold sperm, 
which would allow them to defer fer-
tilization of an egg. Parthenogenesis 
(a form of asexual reproduction) may 
also be possible with Eastern indigo 
snakes, as some virginal snakes have 
been seen laying eggs. 

Eastern indigo snakes inhabit pine 
flatwoods, hardwood forests, moist 
hammocks, and areas that surround 
cypress swamps. They can be found 
throughout Peninsular Florida and 
southeastern Georgia.

The main threats facing the Eastern 
indigo snake is habitat destruction 
caused mainly by the extension of 
urban development in their habitat. 
Indigo snakes lose more than 5% of 
their habitat each year in Florida. As 
a species that often occupies go-
pher tortoise burrows, indigo snakes 

face being injured by people hunt-
ing for rattlesnakes in the burrows. 
This action usually causes death to 
other species in the burrow includ-
ing Eastern indigo snakes. Habitat 
degradation is also a result of this ac-
tion. Other threats include pollutants, 
vehicle strikes, captures for domes-
tication, and intentional killings. The 
Eastern indigo snake is protected as 
a Threatened species by the Federal 
Endangered Species Act and as a 
Federally-designated Threatened 
species by Florida’s Endangered and 
Threatened Species Rule.
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We all want our birds to be at 
their maximum health potential. 
Your avian vet is your best friend — 
and your bird’s best friend — when 
it comes to determining how to 
attain and maintain that optimum 
health. Many people ask me if they 
really need to take their bird to the 
vet, and the answer is a resounding 
yes! Birds, just like human children, 
cats, and dogs, need to have a year-
ly check up. You may ask why this 
is needed and I will explain. First, 
it is important that your vet know 
your bird when it is healthy, not 
meet him when he is urgently ill. 
By this, I mean the vet should have 
a baseline of laboratory results to 
compare results to when your bird 
is sick. Just like humans, birds have 
individual norms inside of the range 
of normal lab values. What might 
be normal for your bird could be a 
little lower or higher than another 
bird’s baseline, even with both 
being in the normal range. You can 
compare this to your blood pres-
sure. While there is a large range 
of normal blood pressures, yours 
is unique to you and its pattern of 
change is also unique to you.

Your vet may order a complete 
blood count which is a breakdown 
of different components of the 
blood and types of cells. It is said to 
be one of the most useful diagnos-
tic tests as it can indicate signs of 
infection and overall blood health. 
This test includes a red blood cell 
count which can help diagnose 
anemia, dehydration, autoimmune 
disease, and bone marrow issues. 
Red blood cells are extremely 
important as they are the cells that 
oxygen binds to as the blood travels 
throughout the body to oxygenate 
the entire body such as tissues and 
organs. Your vet or the lab can also 
simply look at the blood’s serum 
and see abnormalities such as yel-
low colored serum can indicate liver 
disease which is extremely common 

in birds on an all seed diet. Higher 
levels of keratin, vitamin A rich 
foods, can also cause a yellow color. 
Blood with high levels of fat will ap-
pear thick and cloudy.

Your vet will check your bird’s 
stool with a microscope to see how 
much and what type of bacteria 
is present in your bird’s stool. It 
is normal to find bacteria in stool 
but some types can indicate an 
infection or other disease process. 
This test is used to help rule our or 
confirm a health problem.

Blood chemistries such as uric 
acid, glucose, protein, calcium, 
cholesterol, bile acids, amylase, li-
pase and other chemistries are also 
performed to help form an overall 
picture of a bird’s health. You may 
recognize the names of some of the 
above tests because they are the 
same tests your doctor has done to 
check your health. Avian medicine 
has come a long way in the last 
decade but it still has a long way to 
go in some areas.

Hopefully you are seeing the cor-
relation between tests performed 
at a wellness visit and your vet be-
ing able to better form a diagnosis 
when your bird is sick. These tests 
not only help diagnose diseases 
but they also are indicative of your 
bird’s diet, activity level, and organ 
function overall. If your vet sees 
your bird healthy, active, and friend-
ly but then sees it with a possible 
illness and it’s quiet and withdrawn 
this can provide clues to its health. 
He will weigh your bird during every 
visit as well, weight loss or gain in 
significant amounts can also be 
indicative of illness. You should also 
regularly weigh your bird at home 
and chart it since weight changes 
can sometimes be the first sign of 
illness. It’s as simple as a kitchen 
scale that weighs in grams, weigh 
in the morning before feeding each 
time to provide a more consistent 
record.

In 2020 Resolve to Give Your
Bird the Best Health Care!

By Pam Hill

Wing Tips!

Pam Hill is president of Parrot Outreach Society, 1205 Elizabeth St., Punta Gorda. She 
has been rescuing birds for over ten years and has had companion parrots for over 25 
years. Visit www.parrotoutreachsociety.org.

Buster is a sweet 
Bluecrown Conure who is 
waiting for his new human 
and new home. 
He enjoys time out of his 

cage on a play stand or sit-
ting on your arm. 
Bluecrowns are known for 

their clownish and silly  
behavior. 

If you have room  in your home and heart for
Buster, please contact us at 1205 Elizabeth St, 

Suite I, Punta Gorda

941-347-8876
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