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I often find myself stopping to give a gopher tortoise a 
helping hand crossing the street.c  

Please support the people who 
make this magazine possible. 

Tell our advertisers, 

    "I saw you in The Pet Gazette!"

Apollo is the handsome dude on the cover this month. He is a mixed-breed 
rescue with a great big personality. He loves to steal toilet paper and paper 
towels. What he does with them we don’t know. He also loves long walks 
and home cooking. He is very social and well behaved. Apollo is the name 

and personality is his game.  
 
— Nancy Colby, Artist & Special Needs
Animal Advocate

This Month's Cover

Specialized 
veterinary care 

for your cat!

$20
DISCOUNT

on the initial exam 
for all new clients

3135 Bobcat Village Center Rd, North Port

NOW OPEN!     941-200-5779House Calls Available!     941-200-5779

2695 Tamiami Trail • Suite B • Port Charlotte, Florida 33952

VETERINARY CARE
• Preventative Care • Surgery 

• Dentistry • In-Home Euthanasias
• House Calls

DISCOUNTED BLOODWORK 
• Wednesdays for dogs

• Thursdays for cats

New Clients Welcome 

941-766-8555
lovingpawsah.com

This year, at this time, I am thankful for the three dogs that own my 
heart... the ones that sprawl around my desk to keep tabs on me... and 
make me smile with their wags, and their wiggles, and their silliness, and 
their loving hearts. I'm also thankful for my senior cat... the one who puts 
up with the silly dogs, with their licking and their chasing, and is still always 
ready to snuggle. I'm thankful for the neighbors who bother to call my 
pups by name when they see them and, especially, the neighbor who has 
made it his responsibility to feed them treats several times per day. I'm 
thankful that he doesn't ever get annoyed at their expectations and always 
greets them with kindness. Their excitement and joy makes my day. 

Having done The Pet Gazette for so many years, I am thankful for all 
those friends I've made... the people who devote so much of their lives to 
animals. From our writers — the amazing pet professionals who give their 
time each month to educate and inform our readers, to the business own-
ers whose advertising supports our efforts, and to you, dear readers, who 
reward us with your time.

I am also thankful for the privilege of working on behalf of domestic 
animals and the humans that love them. There is a saying, "If you do what 
you love, you'll never work a day in your life." I experience this every day, 
whether I'm sitting in front of my computer or out and about visiting cus-
tomers and the dogs and cats that work with them.

Soon you’ll be preparing for Thanksgiving, and I know you are thankful 
for the dogs and cats that share your life. You want to make the holiday 
special for them, too, but be careful. If you are baking your own desserts, 
don’t let your pets eat the batter, especially if it includes raw eggs that 
could contain salmonella. And keep them away from turkey bones.

While you are enjoying a special meal, give your cat and dog a small 
feast of their own. You can purchase special dog bones at your local pet 
food store — they’ll be happy chewing on a healthy treat and not counter-
surfing while you’re getting dinner on the table. They’ll also be very happy 
if you share a bit of your dinner — a little turkey (after you ensure there 
are no bones), plain vegetables such as sweet potato, mashed potato, 
green beans, broccoli, cauliflower, or carrots, and dribbles of gravy. Even a 
taste of pumpkin pie shouldn’t pose a problem as long as there is no sugar 
substitute which is very dangerous to them. You can even give them some 
stuffing as long as it’s free from onions, garlic, raisins, or nuts. Just don't let 
them overindulge — that’s for us humans. 
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     In Fine Fettle

By Dr. Dan Bowen, DVM
This is the third and final part of 

the series on adopting a new pet. 
We’ve discussed what to expect, 
in general, when welcoming a new 
furry kid into the household. We’ve 
already gone over the ramifications 
of kittens versus puppies as new 
pets. Now we’ll get into the many 
advantages of adopting an adult 
dog or cat.

As I’ve mentioned before, kit-
tens and puppies have a very high 
cuteness factor. However, adult 
dogs and cats attract us in a little 
different way. Their air of nobility, 
maturity, and self-assurance draws 
us to admire them immensely. 
Often, however, the most noble of 
creatures will do something silly 
and give us a glance into their inner 
kitten or puppy. 

Adult dogs and cats have many 
advantages over their youthful 
counterparts. They are fully grown, 
so we can see exactly how they 
look as adults and how big they 
are going to be. I am often asked 
by new puppy owners how big 
their new baby will become. If it’s 
a purebred and representative of 
their breed, I can say fairly ac-
curately how tall and heavy they 
should get. The problem begins 
with mixed breeds of unknown 
ancestry. We try to go by the size 
of their paws, and how big they are 
at certain ages. These estimates 
can come very close to the mark or 
miss it completely. Since adult dogs 
and cats are already full-grown that 
removes the guess work concerning 
how big they’ll get.

Size is an important issue for 
some people. A lot of people 
like big dogs. Getting a mixed-
breed puppy hoping for an 80 or 
90-pound dog and ending up with 
a 30 or 40-pound dog can be a bit 
disconcerting. Other people may 
want a small or medium-sized dog 
due to elderly or very young family 
members. They don’t want a dog 
that can knock down or drag a child 
or grandma on the leash. If the 
small puppy they get grows into a 

behemoth they may be stuck with 
a very large dog they never wanted. 
Knowing how big a dog is going to 
get is a big plus for many people. 

Hair coat is another consideration 
when adopting an adult pet. Many 
kittens and puppies start out with a 
thin, short hair coat. As they grow 
up, a cat or dog may develop a 
much longer hair coat than it start-
ed out with. In addition, some pets’ 
fur changes color as they mature. 
Many cats’ and dogs’ hair turns 
darker as they grow up. The texture 
of the hair can also be a factor. The 
soft puppy or kitten down often 
becomes coarser as they become 
adults. Getting a cat or dog as an 
adult eliminates any doubts about 
what the hair coat will ultimately 
look like.

Aside from cosmetic features, the 
pet’s temperament can be an issue. 
Very friendly kittens and puppies 
can sometimes become fearful of 
other animals or people as they 
grow. As an adult, they may not be 
as friendly or playful as you ex-
pected. Of course, getting to know 
your pet well may take some time 
even if it is already an adult. But 
how a more mature pet behaves at 
the time of adoption is much more 
likely to indicate longterm behavior 
than trying to guess about a puppy 
or kitten. Athletic ability is also 
easier to predict in an adult than 
in their youthful counterparts. The 
abilities of chasing and catching 
Frisbees, going for walks, negotiat-
ing agility courses, and retrieving 
balls and sticks can more readily be 
determined in an adult dog than a 
puppy. How eager a cat is to play, 
cuddle, or get along with others 
can be determined fairly accurately 
in adults. Most kittens and puppies 
start out very playful and affection-
ate but may not be as adults. See-
ing how they interact with people 
and other animals as an adult 
should be a good indication of how 
they will be the rest of their lives.

Many of the physical and behav-
ioral characteristics of a new pet 

can be seen and predicted more 
accurately when the pet is an adult 
than a puppy or kitten. However, 
there are more advantages to get-
ting an older pet. 

I have had many clients bring in 
their very elderly pets that they’ve 
had since it was a puppy or kitten. 
Now at the end of the pet’s life, 
the owner isn’t sure if they should 
get another puppy or kitten. Not 
wanting to go through housebreak-
ing and the destructive phases 
puppies and kittens display may be 
concerns. The clients themselves 
may be elderly and not want to 
have a very young pet that may 
outlive them. In these cases, when 
I suggest an older pet, the clients 
realize that that makes a lot of 
sense. Someone in their eighties 
may want to adopt a dog or cat that 
is 8-10 years old. That way they feel 
they can have a faithful companion, 

but not have to worry about its care 
after they’re gone. 

Another very big advantage to 
adopting an adult pet is that they 
have already had all their initial vac-
cinations. Depending on their age, 
they have also probably had boost-
er vaccines as well. This means all 
those puppy and kitten visits to the 
vet their first year aren’t needed. 
This also means they can be around 
other dogs and cats without worry-
ing about canine parvo, distemper, 
or kennel cough. Older adult dogs 
and cats are used to being given 
preventatives for heartworms, 
fleas, and ticks, so it’s easier to take 
care of these monthly tasks.

One of the best benefits of an 
adult pet is that they aren’t quite 
as full of energy as a younger dog 
or cat. Very often they are content 
to sit with you on the couch all 
evening if desired. 

By adulthood we usually know 
if there are any medical problems 
such as congenital heart disease, 
allergies, diabetes, or other health 
issues they may have been born 
with. It’s certainly always nice to 
start out with a happy, healthy pet 
with no medical issues.

A final advantage is one that is 
good for your altruistic character. 
Adopting an adult pet (any dog or 
cat over a year or so old), or even 
an older pet means you are most 
likely saving the life of a beautiful, 
loving animal that might otherwise 
be put to sleep. Giving a perma-
nent, loving home to a deserving 
pet is good for the heart and soul. 
It’s also good Karma, but mostly it is 
a very humane thing to do.

I won’t end this article without 
admitting that adult dogs and 
cats will reach their geriatric years 
sooner than a puppy or kitten. 

Whenever we get a new pet – 
puppy, kitten, or adult – we have 
to assume we will outlive it. Go-
ing into that relationship with this 
knowledge may make it a little 
easier when the time comes to say 
goodbye. Adopting an adult dog or 
cat also doesn’t mean there can’t or 
won’t be health issues in the future. 
But that’s the case with any pet. So 
go to the humane shelter and see if 
a puppy, kitten, or adult pet is right 
for you. I guarantee, whatever your 
choice, you’ll be glad you made it. 
Enjoy your new friend.

Dr. Dan Bowen graduated from Vet 
School at the University of Wisconsin 
in 1992. He then completed an intern-
ship at the Animal Emergency Center 
in Milwaukee. He owns the Animal 
Medical Clinic of Punta Gorda and can 
be reached at 941-639-9600.
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Cats  are among the world’s 
best  s leepers .  They s lumber 
away about  60 percent  of  their 
l ives… up to  16 hours  out  of 
every  24.  This  schedule means 
that  a  n ine-year-old  cat  has 
been awake for  only  about 
three years  of  i ts  l i fe! 

A  typica l  fe l ine day inc ludes 
over  15 hours  of  s leeping and 
dozing and four  to  s ix  hours 
of  grooming and play ing ,  with 
the rest  of  the day devoted to 
hunt ing ,  eat ing ,  and explor ing.

There are  three types  of 
adult  fe l ine s leep… the short 
nap,  the longer  l ight  s leep, 
and the deep s leep.

Per iods  of  l ight  s leep and 
deep s leep a l ternate.  When 
k i tty  sett les  down for  more 
than a  br ief  “catnap,”  the 
phase of  l ight  s leep lasts  for 
about  hal f  an hour.  He then 
exper iences  deep s leep for  s ix 
to  seven minutes.  Dur ing deep 
s leep,  the cat ’s  body re laxes, 
and he appears  to  be dream-
ing ( twitching and quiver ing) . 
In  humans,  th is  phase is  re-
ferred to  as  REM s leep (rap-
id  eye movement) .  After  the 
deep s leep,  the adult  cat  then 
returns  to  another  bout  of  30 
minutes  of  l ight  s leep unt i l  he 
eventual ly  wakes  up.

A napping cat  i s  on “radar 
patrol ,”  scanning the environ-
ment  for  any smal l  sound.  His 
very  keen senses  keep him 
alert  to  any changes in  the en-
v ironment when he is  in  l ight 
s leep phases.  Thus,  when you 
choose a  s i te  for  your  cat ’s 
bed,  keep in  mind his  need 
for  warmth and secur i ty. 
Look for  a  s i te  that  i s  h igh 
and protected.  I f  h is  nap-
ping p lace is  enclosed on 
at  least  three s ides,  he’ l l 
feel  re laxed and secure.  I f 
the enclosure has  a  top, 
he’ l l  feel  even safer.

Observers  have not-
ed that  the temperature 

of  the room determines  the 
s leeping cat ’s  body pos it ion. 
When the temperature is  less 
than 55 degrees  (not  that 
common in  our  area) ,  a  cat 
usual ly  cur ls  up with h is  head 
tucked into h is  body.  As  the 
temperature increases,  the 
cat ’s  s leeping pos it ion opens 
up.  At  over  70 degrees,  a  cat 
usual ly  l ies  uncur led with h is 
paws out  in  f ront . 

When a  cat  wakes,  he usu-
a l ly  takes  a  few minutes  to 
stretch and restore h is  c i rcu-
lat ion.  A  yawn or  two later, 
fo l lowed by a  quick  face wash, 
he’s  ready for  act ion.

I f  you have a  cat ,  chances 
are  very  good that  you have a 
cat  carr ier  to  transport  your 
cat .  Consider  a lso  us ing the 
carr ier  for  k i tty ’s  catnaps.  I f 
the carr ier  i s  padded with h is 
favor i te  b lanket ,  the fami l iar 
scent  wi l l  help  h im to accept 
i t ,  g iv ing h im plenty  of  oppor-
tunity  to  explore the cat  tax i 
before you have to  use i t  for 
transportat ion.  P lace i t  in  a 
room where k i tty  l ikes  to  hang 
out ,  and remove the door,  i f 
poss ib le.  Put  treats  or  favor-
i te  toys  ins ide,  and let  h im 
discover  i t  on h is  own.  Per-
haps he wi l l  f ind the carr ier 
su itable  for  h is  next  catnap. 
A  l i tt le  work ahead of  t ime 
wi l l  make the dreaded tr ip  to 
your  cat  c l in ic  eas ier,  and may 
provide the perfect  spot  for  a 
catnap!

Give your  cat  a  hug… but 
don’t  wake him up!

 PurrSnickitty

Cat Naps... 
or how a cat sleeps! 

by Kathie Lynch

Cemetery and Cremation Services
27200 Jones Loop Road  v  Punta Gorda, FL 33982

35 Years of Compassionate Care
Shows Our Dedication to the Families
We Serve and the Trust We have Built

PET HAVEN

Pre-planning
and Financing 

Available

941-637-0332
www.royalpalmmemorial.com

Cat Etiquette For A New Year
by Tabby

 ...Kindly  
 arrange 
 the sun so
 it falls upon
 me more
 evenly as 
I nap...

941-475-5402
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BOARDING
& GROOMING

for
Dogs & Cats

Critter Cottage is a full service boarding, grooming, and 
day-care center. We strive to provide a clean, healthy, 

happy environment for your pet’s stay.
Specializing in puppy & geriatric grooming and 

exclusive cat grooming.

941-475-5402
750 Morningside Drive, Englewood, FL 34223

www.crittercottage.net
ACCEPTING MEMBERSHIPS FOR OUR PRIVATE DOG PARK

Separate small dog & large dog yards, plus agility area
3 Acres for your dogs to play! Smaller playards included.

Healthy treats for 
your furry friends 
baked fresh onsite
ALL NATURAL • ORGANIC 
• BAKED FRESH ONSITE
• PET BIRTHDAY CAKES 

MADE TO ORDER!

All-Natural Flea & Tick Remedies
CBD Oils • Organic Bully Sticks • Pet Toys

Unique Gift Items for Pet Lovers

Lotsapaws3@yahoo.com • www.lotsapawsbarkery.com     
     SEE US ON FACEBOOK • FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

24901 Sandhill Blvd., Unit 4, Punta Gorda, FL 33983

Stephanie Schweikhard
Owner / Baker

941-249-9644

Adopting a New Pet
What to expect. Part 3.

D.N.D
Do Not Disturb

Awareness
The main complaint dog owners 

have during their walks
Many dog walkers get frustrated when people allow their kids or 
dogs — or even themselves — to interrupt the dog being walked. 
Most people don’t do this purposely, they just want to say, "hi!" 

but  they interrupt those trying to walk or train their dogs.
Executive Dog Training Inc. has come up with a solution — a 

bright orange slip-on webbing that goes over the leash.
 • The slip-on is very visible at the bottom of the leash. 

• It brings visual awareness not to disturb the dog. 
We urge everyone to please respect the dog and its walker.

Do not rush or disturb the dog, or ask first.
Presently made for ¾” leashes) 

Cost: $2.00/each

The D.N.D can be purchased at: 

Critter Cottage 
750 Morningside Drive in Englewood

or through 
www.executivedogtraining.com

941-447-8234
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Most common questions with 
simple answers.

By Harry Kalajian, Executive Dog Training

Good Dog!

Boarding •Grooming • Daycare

239•936•1163
www.AcademyKennels.com

Like us on

Beds and Biscuits Pet Resort

2691 North Airport Rd.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Harry Kalajian, M.D.T., has over 
32 years of experience in all aspects 
of dog training. He is a behaviorist, 
ethologist, and psychologist. Harry is 
the owner of Executive Dog Training 
Inc., in Englewood. Contact him with 
training questions at http://www.
executivedogtraining.com/askq.php. 
You can also call him with questions 
at 941-447-8234.  

1. What is dog training?
Dog training is the process of 

teaching in order to have control of 
the dog or have it perform neces-
sary tasks. 

2. How do I choose the right train-
ing school?

The best way to choose a train-
ing school is by asking questions. 
For each question asked a logical 
answer must be given. How long do 
they take with you on the phone 
and how willing are they to explain? 
You will have a good idea, and use 
your gut feeling. If you feel pres-
sure, impoliteness, or they make 
you feel uncomfortable hang up 
and call another school.    

3. How do I choose a good train-
er? 

Choosing a good trainer is based 
on many factors. 1- How many 
years full time have they been a 
trainer; 2- How knowledgeable 
is he/she in behavior; 3- Do they 
know Ethology; what training 
methods do they use? All these 
questions you ask must be an-
swered and proved to you. If a 
trainer says for example I use the 
clicker training method, then you 
know he/she has no experience 
and only knows that method. A 
trainer must be educated in all 
methods and use every type of 
method necessary. The trainer 
under no circumstances can offer 
a specific type of training without 
finding out the character and tem-
perament of the dog as well as age, 
sex, and breed which dictates what 
method is best for that individual 
dog. Without evaluating, no trainer 
can say which method is best. Plus 
the environment plays a big role in 
the equation.

4. What makes a good trainer? 
One that listens, understands, 

explains, and motivates, combined 
with years of experience in three 
areas: Behavior, Ethology, Training.

5. What training equipment do I 
need?

Equipment for training differs 
from one method to the other. 
Once the method of training is es-
tablished, the equipment becomes 
apparent. The only training equip-
ment that is part of any training 
method is a 6-foot training leash.

6. Can I train my dog without a 
trainer?

Yes and No. Without the guid-
ance of a professional, you may 
worsen the behavior and results. 
Proper evaluation of character and 
temperament is needed to choose 
which method you should use. Do 
Not Listen to anyone that is not 
in the field of training. Books are 
good, DVDs are good, but they 
can't evaluate what method is best 
for your dog which includes all the 
other variables.

7. Can a trainer guide me or in-
struct me over the phone?

Yes and No. If you are a student of 
that trainer, yes. If not, no. Again, 
character and temperament is of 
the upmost importance. The trainer 
must see the dog first. Can a me-
chanic diagnose the noise coming 
from your car without seeing your 
vehicle?

8. Why is the cost for training dif-
ferent from one trainer to another?

You get what you pay for lies true 
to everything. With a $200 lawyer 
verses a $1,200 dollar lawyer the 
results will be apparent at the end. 
You pay for the years of experience 
and knowledge. 

9.  Why is an evaluation neces-
sary?

The evaluation is very important 
in analyzing what method of train-
ing will be best. It also helps access 
where the dog stands in the canine 
level.

10. Are group classes good?
Yes and No. Yes, its budget friend-

ly and helps, and no because it's 
not real training for the real world. 
Group classes are always done 
in a controlled environment. In a 

Residential V.I.P. Services
Evaluation-Consultation • Behavior • Obedience

Failure is not an option!

Harry Kalajian • 941.447.8234 • ExecutiveDogTraining.com

EXECUTIVE
DOG TRAINING INC.

The Fine Art of Professional Training

HK

Over 30 Years Experience

941-769-5768
www.happyhourdoggrooming.com

Quality dog grooming in a safe & caring 
manner brought to your doorstep.

• Haircuts • Baths • Nail Trims
• All grooms are video recorded

Serving Port Charlotte and 
surrounding area within 10 miles
of the Town Center Mall at SR 776 

and Tamiami Trail.

Vicki DeAtley
Owner & Groomer
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Harry Kalajian, M.D.T., has over 32 years of experience in all aspects of dog 
training. He is a behaviorist, ethologist, and psychologist. Harry is the owner of 
Executive Dog Training Inc., in Englewood. Contact him with training questions 
at http://www.executivedogtraining.com/askq.php. You can also call him with 
questions at 941-447-8234.  

must teach one command at a time. 
Once it masters that command 
then you can move on to the next. 
However never advance a dog until 
it’s mastered that one command. 
Sometimes you can combine a few 
commands that are related in a 
way that follows a sequence. But 
make note that once the dog has 
mastered them, you must change 
the sequence to make sure it has 
understood the verbal and hand 
gestures that apply to each. This 
type of training requires, at times, 
switching between different training 
tools to achieve the desired result. 

The higher level ultimate obedi-
ence training is for those that want 
near perfection. Do not confuse this 
level as Schutzhund training. 

The ultimate obedience train-
ing is for those that are willing to 
put many hours, days, weeks, and 
months toward perfecting desired 
results. This type of training is not 
for all dogs. With that said, I do 
not mean the breed. I mean the 

dog needs to have the right type of 
character and temperament as well 
as the right owner. 

A little about Schutzhund training: 

To make it simple to understand, 
those dogs trained as Schutzhund 
are like the Special Forces or Navy 
Seals. These types of dogs have 
mastered Obedience, Protection, 
and Tracking to the max. They are 
used for sport-dog competitions.

As a closing, it is important to 
know what type of training you 
want, and choose the right trainer 
to help you achieve those goals. 
Remember, be vigilant when choos-
ing a trainer. 

Tip of the month:

For successful results
follow my formula:

 Patience, Persistence, 
Consistency, and Repetition. 

D.N.D
Do Not Disturb

Awareness
The main complaint dog owners 

have during their walks
Many dog walkers get frustrated when people allow their kids or 
dogs — or even themselves — to interrupt the dog being walked. 
Most people don’t do this purposely, they just want to say, "hi!" 

but  they interrupt those trying to walk or train their dogs.
Executive Dog Training Inc. has come up with a solution — a 

bright orange slip-on webbing that goes over the leash.

We urge everyone to please respect the dog and its walker.
Do not rush or disturb the dog, or ask first.

Presently made for ¾” leashes) 
Cost: $2.00/each

Critter Cottage 
750 Morningside Drive in Englewood

or through 
www.executivedogtraining.com

941-447-8234

Schutzhund

Schutzhund Agility

Freestyle

Advanced

Residential V.I.P. Services
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DOG TRAINING INC.
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Coldwell Commons, 2825 Tamiami Trail, Suite B3, Punta Gorda

941-246-1025
gentle, cage-free grooming

private grooming appointments
al l dogs hand dried
al l dogs accepted

Courtney Henderson, Owner / Dog Groomer

Jason Potts, Owner / Dog Bather

controlled environment there are 
no strange dogs, cats, cars, bikes, 
motorcycles, people, kids, squirrels, 
and the list goes on. It's a limited 
form of training, plus it’s usually 
one instructor for many dogs. They 
cannot give individual attention to 
the students with their dogs. Many 
use treats as a training method. 

11. Are private classes good?
Yes, private classes are the best. 

The one-on-one individual atten-
tion assures proper training. With 
in-home training every behavior can 
be observed, corrected, or modi-
fied.

12. What to teach before 3 
months?

Puppies are taken away from their 
mother at 8 weeks; between 8 and 
12 weeks is the bonding stage with 
the owner and its surroundings. 
During that period: 1- The start of 
potty training; 2- Getting comfort-
able with wearing a collar and a 
leash; 3- Socializing with kids and 
people.

13. What to teach at the age of 3 
months?

At the age of 3 months you can 
begin obedience training. 

14. Is there an age best for train-
ing?

Yes, 3 months of age. This will pre-
vent bad behavior before it starts. If 
your mother started disciplining you 
in your later years of life she would 
have a harder time verses starting 
when you were very young. Same 
thing applies to your dog. Why do 
you think the mother of the pups 
begins right away disciplining their 
young and not waiting until they are 
older?

15. Is it worth training small dogs?
Yes. Even small dogs need to 

be trained, regardless of size and 
weight.

16. Is agility worth teaching?
Yes and no. Yes, for the fun of it; 

and no if your dog is very hyperac-
tive. Agility will amplify their hyper-
active behavior.

17. Is personal-protection training 
worth teaching?

Yes and no. If you do training in 
defense work make sure the dog 
has what it takes. Evaluate prior. 
A dominant dog can; a submissive 
dog cannot. It will become a fear 
bitter, and once that happens there 
is no going back.

18. House Food, Raw or Commer-
cial?

Individual preference. Everyone 
has an opinion. 

19. How often should a training 
course be?

Once a week. That way it will give 
the pet owner a week to practice 
what they have been taught before 
they move on to the next com-
mands.

20. How long should training ses-
sions be at a training school?

Approximately 1 hour.

21. How long should I practice on 
my own?

Daily, 20 minutes — or as much as 
possible during the time the dog is 
walked.

22. If my dog doesn't learn well 
what is the cause?

Main causes: Method of training; 
the guidance/instructions received; 
bad communication with the 
trainer; laziness of the pet owner 
(not enough practicing) not putting 
the time and effort. My formula for 
a good obedient dog is (patience + 
persistence + consistency + repeti-
tion)

23. What can I teach my dog other 
than obedience?

That depends on what you want. 
It also depends on the dog’s capa-
bilities. A trainer can guide you with 
that.

24. Can I teach certain commands 
only?

Yes.

25. Can I teach my dog to stay on 
my property?

Yes. All training requires Patience, 
Persistence, Consistency & Repeti-
tion.

26. Can I train my dog in several 
languages?

Yes, you can.

27. How do I know if the trainer is 
telling me the truth?

 As long as it makes sense and 
logical to you.

 Patience, Persistence, 
Consistency, and Repetition. 

November 30th at 6PM

Sanibel Harbour Marriott 
Resort and Spa

2 5 t h  A n n u a l
S t a r l i g h t  A u c t i o n

This is ARC's biggest gala of the year! 

It's also our

S i l v e r  J u b i l e e ! 
Sign up on our website 

(www.AnimalRefugeCenter.com)
or email Betty Hughes for more details

BettyHughes@comcast.net.



The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • November 2019 The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • November 2019
8 9

THANKFULNESS

 By Nancy Colby, Artist/Special Needs Animal Advocate

PurrView

Happy Thanksgiving
That’s something you’ll be saying 

a lot this month. You’ll have guests 
over or you’ll be a guest at a friend’s 
home. You may go out and you may 
just stay in. No matter what you plan 
to do for Thanksgiving, remember to 
be thankful. Too often we make this 
holiday about food and forget to be 
thankful for what is really meaning-
ful. Friends, family, health, security, 
and so many other things come to 
mind when we think about what 
we’re thankful for. 

One thing we sometimes forget to 
be thankful for is our pets. They love 
us unconditionally and that cannot 
be bought. We need to love them 
unconditionally, too. We need to be 
thankful for our pets even when they 
do something we are not pleased 
with. We need to love them when 
they have an occasional accident in 
the house. If we really stood back and 
thought about why they made the 
mistake, we would probably realize 
we were really to blame. Were we 
gone too long? Did we forget to let 
them out? Did we ignore their stare 
asking to go? I must admit that I am 
always to blame if there is an ac-

cident. I missed the cue. It’s a little 
more relevant in my household these 
days since I have a new puppy. I’m 
reminded that hourly means hourly. 

Our pets ask so little of us. They ask 
for food. (Yes, some even begggggg 
for food.) They ask to play. They ask 
for our attention. They are always 
thankful. They show their thankful-
ness with the wag of a tail, a lick to 
our face, or a gentle purr. Pay atten-
tion to those thankful gestures from 
your pet this Thanksgiving season. It 
will warm your heart as you do what 

you consider a small thing for them 
and they shower you with thankful-
ness. Yes, their thankfulness may 
get a little messy at times with those 
sloppy kisses. Yes, you may be stuck 
in the chair when you have chores 
to do because your pet is snuggled 
in for a nice nap. Yes, you may want 
to go in early and your dog wants to 
play catch just a little longer. Put that 
extra effort in for them. Watch how 
thankful they are. Watch how they 
express their thankfulness. Your heart 
will swell. Your bond will strengthen. 
Your thankfulness for your loving pet 
will abound. 

Happy Thanksgiving.

Nancy Colby is a prominent local artist known for her watercolor paintings of 
animals, especially cats, as well as her work with special needs animals. Nancy can 
be reached at watercolorcolby@verizon.net or by email at petart4u2@gmail.com. 

Custom Pet Portraits 
Custom Pet Paintings

Book Illustrations • Watercolor Prints
Art Instruction • Gift Certificates 

Start The New Year  
Off Right!

Nancy Colby 
Artist/Instructor/Illustrator

941-735-4075 • www.catsbycolby.com

Unique & Treasured Gifts

Pet Portraits
Unique & 

Treasured Gifts

I was daydreaming the other day 
and suddenly thoughts of turkey and 
giblets came to mind. Soon my fam-
ily ritual of preparing Thanksgiving 
dinner while listening to the Macy’s 
Day parade in the background will 
begin. As the aromas of stuffing and 
pumpkin pie intermingle to tickle my 
nose, so will thoughts of how much 
I have to be thankful for tickle my 
heartstrings.

It was only six years ago that I 
started life in a pot hole in a parking 
lot. My three siblings and I snuggled 
up to our mama in an effort to stay 
dry and safe. Within an hour my 
first reason to be thankful occurred. 
We were all rescued and brought 
to a foster home where food and 
shelter were provided. What a warm 
and wonderful feeling it was to be 
loved. Once my siblings were eating 
on their own, they and my mama 
went to ARC and all found homes. 
This story is repeated over and over 
again in every town and city across 
our nation. 

Sometimes the sheer number 
of homeless pets in need is over-
whelming. But remember this, no 
one has to do the entire job all by 
themselves. It really does take a vil-
lage! One person could Trap-Neuter-
Release, one person could foster a 
mama cat and her newborns so the 
babies get precious mother’s milk, 
one person could bottle raise a new-
born that has no mama. These are 
all things you can do in your house 
while room at a shelter opens up. 

Rather volunteer at a shelter? 
One person could help clean a cat 

cottage or a 
dog lodge. 
One person 
could trim 
kitty nails or 
clean ears. 
Someone 
else could 
help social-
ize a shy cat 
or dog who 
just arrived 
and does 
not under-
stand what is happening. Like to be 
very active? Walk a dog so they can 
enjoy the fresh air and stretch their 
legs. This is so important for mental 
as well as physical health. 

Want to be hands-on in the adop-
tion process? I see volunteers in so 
many pet stores introducing people 
to their shelter’s available cats and 
dogs. When you see a pet jump into 
the arms of its new guardian your 
heart will sing. When they send you 
a card or email you about how much 

they love their new family member 
your heart will sing even louder. 

So, in the season of giving thanks, 
I’d like to thank all of you who 
rescue, rehabilitate, and re-home 
pets in need. I’d also like to thank 
those that give the crowning touch, 
the adopters who welcome a pet in 
need into their homes. Be part of 
our “village” and get involved. Your 
heart will sing as you make a differ-
ence in the life of a pet in need.

Have a meowy-tastic Thanksgiving! 
Lily =^..^=  

Lily & ARC

It Definitely Takes a Village
By Lily, ARC Mascot

6824 Bernadean Boulevard
Punta Gorda, FL 33982

941-330-7898 • www.floridapet.net

561-531-1464
veronica@mattersofthepaw.com
Visit us at mattersofthepaw.com

We specialize in concrete stones with paws or dog 
bones, as well as memorial stones for lost loved ones.

Garden Stones for Pet Lovers!
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Feline declawing is an elective and 
ethically controversial procedure, 
which is NOT medically necessary 
for cats in most instances. While it 
has been suggested that declaw-
ing is acceptable to prevent spread 
of contagious diseases to immune 
compromised people, current 
research demonstrates that proper 
hygiene and parasite control is of 
greater value in prevention of most 
common transmissible diseases. 
Of note, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention does not 
advise declawing cats owned by 
HIV-infected persons; rather, these 
individuals “should avoid rough 
play with cats and situations in 
which scratches are likely.” Many 
cat owners are unaware of the 
risks of declawing and the pain that 
cats suffer. The American Associa-
tion of Feline Practitioners strongly 
opposes declawing as an elective 
procedure and states that, “It is the 
obligation of the veterinarian to 
provide cat owners with a complete 
education about feline declawing, 
including the anatomic details of 
what a declaw entails as well as 
alternatives to declawing.” Addi-
tionally, The American Veterinary 
Medical Association states that it is 
the obligation of the veterinarian to 
provide cat owners with a complete 
education with regard to the nor-
mal scratching behavior of cats, the 
procedure itself, as well as potential 
risks to the patient. 70-90% of cat 
owners will change their minds if 
the procedure is explained to them 
and they know the risks. 

Let’s start with the anatomy of 
the declaw:

The cat’s claws are their finger-
tips. They are weight-bearing and 
used for proper balance and mobil-
ity. The glands in their toes are used 
to spread scent for communication 
purposes. Their claws are attached 
to a pivoting bone, and held to-
gether by muscle tissue, tendons, 
and ligaments.  

Declawing is an amputation of a 
cat’s third “toe bone” and should 
be considered a major surgery. 
Unlike human nails, cats’ claws are 
attached to the last bone in their 

toes. A comparison in human terms 
would be cutting off a person’s 
finger at the last joint of each finger. 

 What are the risks?
Post-op Complications: acute 

pain, bleeding, swelling, infection, 
nerve trauma, failure of the surgical 
wounds to close correctly.

Long-term complications: lame-
ness, chronic draining tracts, 
retained bone fragments, abnormal 
claw regrowth, chronic nerve pain. 

Behavioral Issues: statistical in-
crease in biting (as this is their only 
remaining defense mechanism), 
litter box issues and inappropriate 
urination, stress-induced illnesses 
such as cystitis and inflammatory 
bowel disease, personality changes, 
and reclusive behavior.

What are the alternatives?
It is important to understand 

that scratching is normal behavior 
for cats. The primary reason cats 
scratch is to maintain the neces-
sary claw motion used in hunting 
and climbing, as well as a means 
to stretch their body. Scratching 
serves to groom the front claws and 
leave markers of the cat’s presence. 
A cat’s claws grow in layers and 
scratching removes the worn outer 
layer to expose the new growth 
inside. So, alternatives:

1. Provide suitable implements 
(‘scratchers’) for normal scratching 
behavior. Examples are scratching 
posts or pads, cardboard boxes, and 
lumber or logs. Scratchers may be 
vertical or horizontal. They should 
be tall or long enough to allow 
full stretching and stable enough 
so they do not move or fall over. 
Scratching materials preferred 
by cats include wood, sisal rope, 
carpet, cardboard, and rough fabric. 
You may need to experiment with 
a variety of textures and types of 
scratchers to determine your cat’s 
preference. Attention must also be 
given to location, otherwise the cat 
may choose other areas/objects 
that are desirable to them. Because 
cats often stretch and scratch upon 
awakening, a scratcher should be 
placed next to where the cat sleeps. 
It may also be effective to place a 
scratcher near the cat’s preferred 

— yet undesirable — scratching 
object (eg, the corner of a couch). 
In addition, access to the ‘unde-
sired’ object needs to be temporar-
ily denied by removing or covering/
protecting it with a material that is 
aversive to the cat (double-sided 
sticky tape, loose fabric, foil, or 
plastic). Kittens and cats can be 
trained to use scratchers by enticing 
them with catnip, treats, or toys, 
and by rewarding behavior near or 
on the scratcher. If the cat scratches 
elsewhere, the cat should be picked 
up gently and taken to the scratcher 
and rewarded. Cats should be posi-
tively reinforced — never punished. 

2. Provide appropriate claw care 
by regularly trimming the claws 
to prevent injury or damage to 
household items. Proper feline nail 
trimmers should be used to pre-
vent splintering of the nails. Nail 
trimming frequency depends on 
the cat’s lifestyle. Kittens, indoor-
only and older cats will need more 
regular nail trims, whereas outdoor 
cats may naturally wear their nails 
and require less frequent trimming. 
Nail trimming should be performed 
in a calm environment with positive 
reinforcement (treats, catnip, etc.).

3. Consider temporary synthetic 
nail caps called Soft Paws. These 
caps are glued over the nails to help 
prevent human injury or damage to 
property. Nail caps usually need to 
be reapplied every 4–6 weeks.

4. Continued scratching by cats 
may be related to stress, anxiety, at-
tention seeking, or a perceived lack 
of security in their environment. 
Anxiety can also be intensified by 
punishment, thus driving the cat 
to increase scratching behaviors 
in the same or other undesirable 
locations in the home. Consider 
using synthetic facial pheromone 
(Feliway®) sprays and/or diffusers 
to help relieve anxiety or stress. Ap-
ply Feliway® on the objects or areas 
in your home where your cat has 
exhibited undesired scratching. Do 
so after cleaning with soap and wa-
ter to remove the communication 
marking scents left by your cat’s 
paws. Applying daily comforting 
pheromones can prevent your cat’s 

need to mark these areas again. 
Feliway® should not be sprayed on 
the desired scratcher. If undesirable 
scratching occurs in several rooms, 
indicating a more generalized anxi-
ety or stress, it is recommended to 
also plug-in a synthetic pheromone 
diffuser such as Feliway® to comfort 
your cat in their home environ-
ment. 

Feliscratch® is a new product that 
contains a copy of the natural pher-
omone that cats leave on places 
they scratch and encourages them 
to scratch there again. This product 
encourages the feline natural be-
havior of scratching by reproducing 
the scent marks of scratches and 
the visual marks left on a scratching 
post. It has been shown to work in 
8/10 cats who already scratch inap-
propriately and 9/10 newly adopted 
cats or kittens. 

All Feliway and Feliscratch prod-
ucts are available for purchase 
at Gulf Coast Scratching Post Cat 
Hospital. 

5. Providing your cat with an 
environment that is enriching is 
vital to teaching your cat to scratch 
on appropriate objects. Destruc-
tive scratching can occur in cats 
because their needs have not been 
fully met. Cats need the proper 
resources to perform their natural 
behaviors and have control over 
their social interactions. You can 
enhance your cat’s health and well-
being by ensuring all their needs 
are met in the home. Gulf Coast 
Scratching Post Cat Hospital offers 
“Claw Counseling” appointments to 
see and discuss these alternatives 
to declawing that will allow you to 
live harmoniously alongside your 
cat with claws and still maintain 
nice furniture. 

Scratching Post
Declawing — Let's Start from Scratch

By Kandice Norrell, DVM

Kandice Norrell, DVM is the 
owner/veterinarian at Gulf Coast 
Scratching Post Cat Hospital, a des-
ignated Gold Standard Cat Friendly 
(cat's ONLY) Practice offering full-
service care, located at 3135 Bobcat 
Village Center Road in North Port. 
Contact the clinic at 941-200-5779 
or on Facebook, or visit their web-
site gulfcoastscratchingpost.com.
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Charlotte & Sarasota Counties Shutterbug
Patty Stefan

www.pattystefan.comShutterbug

Brad 
Dooley is 
relaxing 
at the 
seawall on 
the Peace 
River 
with his 
7-year-old 
Beagle, 
Wilson.

Kiwanis Park, Port Charlotte

Tina, a 10-week-old Labrador Retriever, is a guide dog in 
training. One day this mighty pup may assist someone with 
vision loss. Read more about Tina in our Dec. issue!

Jeff Alsbury 
with his 
11-year-old 
Snoddle, 
Benny, are 
getting a 
workout.

Gunter 
Hofele 
adopted  
Marley, a 
2-year-old 
Rat Ter-
rier mix, 
from the 
Sarasota 
Humane 
Society af-
ter Marley 
was aban-
doned on 
a bridge 
at 10 
months 
old. Looks 
like he 
found 
himself 
a great 
home!

Warren Thames is enjoying a bit of relaxation by the Peace 
River with his two Chihuahaus, Emma, 4 year old, and Tater, 3 
years old.

Want to be a big fish?
Advertise!

The Pet Gazette

Kathie@FloridaPet.net

Now In Our 6th Year!
Nancy 
Colby 
and her 
newest 
guide dog 
in training, 
Tina, are 
enjoying 
some sun-
shine at 
the Punta 
Gorda 
History 
Park. Tina 
is only 10 
weeks old 
and could 
not be any 
cuter!

Gilchrist Park, Punta Gorda

Paul 
Pereira 
with his 
9-year-old 
German 
Shepherd, 
Sasha, look 
like they're 
enjoying 
their walk. 
Sasha looks 
good on 
her leash.

History Park, Punta Gorda

Gilchrist Park, Punta Gorda

Wally and Judy Olsen are enjoying a nice day at the park with 
their 7-year-old Poodle, Buddy. Obviously, Buddy likes to smile 
for the camera!

∙HOME
∙AUTO
∙FLOOD

whitcoinsurancepg.com
1225 S Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda, FL 33950

∙BOAT
∙BUSINESS 
... and More!

941-257-0692 or Toll Free 866-298-7608

Are you covered for animal liability under your Homeowner’s policy?

Groomingdales
of Englewood

Excellence In Pet Grooming

941-681-1577
Groomer: Connie • 195 W. Cowles

Coupon required. Not valid with other offers. Expires 12/01/19.

MEOW MADNESS... 
or curtailing caterwauling!

 By Tabby, Cat Columnist for The Pet Gazette

Dear Tabby

Dear Tabby,
The other cat in the house... 

let’s call her Chatty Catty... makes 
a lot more noise than most cats 
do. She purrs, whines, and yowls 
when she plays. At night she sits 
by our human’s bedroom door and 
meows constantly until she wakes 
the whole house. I’ve learned to 
tolerate sharing the litter box, the 
living room sunspot, and the de-
signer dinner bowls, but I’m losing 
patience. She meows about every-
thing. She’s not hungry or thirsty, 
the house is full of toys, and if she 
were really desperate, she could 
hang out with me. So, what’s up? 
   Beleaguered Burmese in Boca

Dear Beleaguered,
You poor thing! From the tone 

of your letter, I’d guess you are a 
strong, silent tomcat, so a noisy 
female in the house can be particu-
larly wearing on the ears. Chances 
are, this behavior is annoying to 
your human as well. Tabby suggests 
you bury your head under this page 
the next time Chatty’s on a sing-
ing spree, and when your human 
comes to see what you’re up to, 
she’ll stumble upon this informa-
tion. You may also want to “purr-
loin” a pair of earmuffs!

It’s very normal for cats to vocal-
ize, and some cats are just more 
vocal than others. The Oriental 
breeds, especially Siamese cats, 
tend to do a lot of talking. (Forgive 
the generalization, but there are 
a number of breed-specific traits.) 
What may seem excessive noise-
making could simply be part of your 
cat’s personality unless she seems 
distressed or in pain. Still, if her 
constant caterwauling is disrupting 
the household, you may want to 

curtail the little chatterbox’s mono-
logues.

A noisy cat is most likely looking 
for attention, and if she has learned 
that you will respond after enough 
hollering (20 minutes or so), she’ll 
keep it up. The most effective way 
to change any undesired behavior 
is to not “reward” the behavior. 
Patience will be required to change 
your responses to the plaintive 
cries for attention, but it will pay off 
eventually. Cats, after all, are intel-
ligent creatures, and we do learn 
from our experiences.

To quiet the night vocalizing, it 
might help to spend some time 
playing before bedtime (20 min-
utes or so), so your cat will sleep 
as soundly as you’d like to during 
the night. Chasing games such as 
strings, feather toys, or jingle mice 
are always fun. In addition, this 
extra playtime helps satisfy your 
animal pal’s need for attention.

If none of these strategies seem to 
work, check in with her veterinarian 
to discuss whether she should be 
treated for an anxiety of obsessive-
compulsive disorder. Although 
Tabby does not generally approve 
of chemical intervention, medica-
tion may be useful if your cat ap-
pears to have an extreme behavior 
problem. (Personally, a little extra 
catnip and some quality snuggling 
always works for me!)

Best wishes, Tabby

ATTENTION
 HUMANS 

WITH NOISY 
CATS:

Marc 
Miller and 
his son, 
Mason, 
(left) and 
Mason's 
friend, 
Bruce 
Lapriore, 
were riding 
the trails 
with Lola, 
an 11-year-
old Yorkie.

History Park, Punta Gorda
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My name 
is Diva. 
I am an 
8-year-old 
American 
Pit/Terrier 
mix female. I 
enjoy things 
like sleeping 
on your bed, 
squeaky 
toys, and 
giving and receiving affection.

Maui and Minnie are 
brother and sister Chihuahua 
and Jack Russell mixes and are 
only a year old. They are both 
housebroken and love kids 
and other dogs. Maui is male 
and weighs 16 pounds; Min-
nie, female, weighs 7 pounds.

Alfie is a 1 
1/2-year-old 
Rottweiler mix 
with a sweet 
disposition. He 
loves attention. 
His back legs 
are paralyzed 
and will need 
special attention 
throughout his 
life, but he is 
one who will pay you back tenfold with 
love and sweetness. 

Felix is a 
10-year-old 
boy whose 
good-
natured 
personality 
will win you 
over. He 
does require 
Purina One 
Urinary SO 
food to main-
tain his health but other than that has 
little demands. Except love and treats! 

When Daisy Mae 
is not creating 
mayhem in our of-
fice, she is spend-
ing time sunbath-
ing in the window. 
Mornings are 
always a surprise 
because she has 
reign of the office 
throughout the 
night. But she is looking for her furever 
home and has lots of love to give! P.S. 
You should probably have a window.

Martin (left) and 
Nugget (right) met at 
the shelter and are 
very bonded. They 
would love to find a 
home together. They 
are both FeLV-posi-
tive, so no other cats 
unless FeLV-positive. 
Martin is a sweet, gentle 10-year-old 
tuxedo lap cat. Nugget is a stunning 
2-year-old tabby. He is a big boy, equal-
ly playful and snuggly. These two love 
to cuddle together and would make a 
wonderful addition to any loving family.

Boss is a 
1-year-old 
male and 
struts around 
like he is king 
of the jungle. 
Orange tabbies 
are known 
to be super 
affectionate 
and he is no 
exception. 
Boss especially enjoys sunning himself in 
the morning sun. 
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Adoption fees are $75 for dogs and $65 for 
cats and $6 for cats over 6 years old. Pets 
come fully vaccinated and spayed/neutered. 
Dogs also come with four free training 
lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9’s. Pets 

also come with one month free pet insurance. Adoption hours are noon to 4pm 
Wednesdays-Sundays. The Animal Refuge Center is located at 18011 Old Bayshore 
Road N. Ft Myers Florida. For further information on any of our pets visit our web-
site www.animalrefugecenter.com or call (239) 731-3535.

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
3519 Drance Street  •  Port Charlotte, FL 33980

(941) 625-6720  •  www.awlshelter.org

The Adoption Center

 ANUBIS
is a one-year-
old, high-energy 
Australian Cattle 
dog mix. He is 
best in an active 
home with older 
children and no 
other pets.

Call Deva at 
EARS Animal Rescue,
941-681-3877,

stop by at 145 W. Dearborn St. in Englewood.  Visit us online at 
www.EARS4life.com. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY BOBBI AUSTIN

Come to the Gulf Coast Humane Society to spend time 
with these dogs and cats today! 

Gulf Coast Humane Society
2010 Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916 

Tel. (239) 332- 0364
www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org

6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
www.humane.org

Gulf Coast Humane Society 
       2010 Arcadia St.  Fort Myers, FL

              (239) 332-0364
  www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org 

           Come to the Gulf Coast  
                Humane Society to  
               spend time with these  
             cats and dogs today!

See a pet you'd like to meet? 

6781 San Casa Drive

Englewood, FL 34224

941.474.7884

www.humane.org

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
        3519 Drance Street • Port Charlotte, FL 33980 

(941) 625-6720 • www.awlshelter.org
All of our animals are micro chipped, spayed or neutered, and are current with their 

shots prior to adoption, including rabies. Please pay a visit to our shelter and help bright-
en the lives of our numerous homeless pets that are waiting to be adopted.

We are open from 10am to 4pm seven days a week. Like us on Facebook at AWL Pets.  
 
To view more of our  adoptable pets, please visit our website at www.awlshelter.org.

photos by Ingrid Simke

My 
name 
is Otto. 
I am a 
5-year-
old 
American 
Pit/Ter-
rier mix 
male. 
I am 

already house trained. I've previously 
lived with another dog and we did well 
together.

Kaya is a 6-year-
old, Terrie mix. She 
is a keeper! One 
look into those 
brown eyes and 
you will be hooked. 
Then there is that 
tail that never stops 
wagging! She loves 
affection — both 
giving and receiving 
— and has the perfect "kiss spot" right 
between her eyes! If you are looking 
for a friend that is up for anything, Miss 
Kaya is the girl for you!
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Come to the Gulf Coast Humane Society to spend time 
with these dogs and cats today! 

Gulf Coast Humane Society
2010 Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916 

Tel. (239) 332- 0364
www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org

6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
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    Adoption fees are $75-$150 for dogs/
puppies and $25-$85 for cats. Pets 
come fully vaccinated, spayed/neu-
tered, and micro-chipped with one 
month of free health insurance. Dogs 
also come with 4 free basic obedi-
ence lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9. 

Adoption hours are 11am to 4pm Wednesday -Sunday. The Animal Refuge Cen-
ter is located at 18011 Old Bayshore Road in N. Fort Myers. 
    For further information on any of our 350+ pets visit our website at www.
animalrefugecenter.com or call 239-731-3535. Like us on Facebook at Animal 
Refuge Center or Lily and ARC.
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Contact the shelter to the left of the photo!

Charlee is a 
1-year-old Torte 
and atypical for a 
tortoiseshell. She 
is not a diva, not 
aloof, and not all 
attitude! Instead 
she is totally 
social to every cat 
she meets and 

worships humans! Maybe Charlee is part 
canine? She could definitely change your 
mind about cats being independent as 
she is ARC’s official greeter. 

My 
name is 
Adele. 
I am a 
4-year-old 
Domestic 
Short-
hair/mix 
female. I 
may need 
some time 

to adjust, but if given the chance I know 
I can make just the right person happy.

My name 
is Bella. I am 
a 7-year-old 
Domestic 
Shorthair mix 
female. If you 
are looking 
for a laid 
back, loving, 
sweet kitty to 
add to your 
home just 

come on in to Suncoast and meet me!

My name 
is Coco. 
I am a 
13-year-old 
Domestic 
Medium 
Hair/Nor-
wegian 
Forest mix 
female. 
I am a 
gentle cat 

that is looking for a place to spend my 
retirement.

My 
name is 
Luke. I am 
a 10-year-
old 
Shepherd 
mix male. 
I am super 
friendly, 

travel well in the car, and just want to 
be loved.

Tinker-
bell is a 1 
1/2-year-old 
domestic 
shorthair. 

Mittens is a 2 1/2-year-old domestic 
shorthair. 

Stel-
la and Ban-
dos are 5 
1/2-year-old 
Stafford-
shire Terrier 
mixes. This 
bonded pair 
are twice 
the love and 
loyalty. They 

are so much fun to be around, and will 
have to be adopted together. 

Roscoe is 
a 1-year-old 
male rescue 
from Hur-
ricane Barry. 
His treatment 
for heart-
worm will be 
completed 
in November 

and, wow, will he be ready to resume a 
future in a home! He is a friendly little 
guy at twenty-one pounds. Perfect com-
panion and perfect size

Calamity Jane can be shy at first. This 
is a noisy place and she doesn’t like 
that. She is heartworm positive, but the 
Doctor will take care of that and she’ll be 
a healthy pup. Then she could find her 
forever home. Now that would be nice.  

Well, 
hello there. 
My name is 
Shane and I 
want to be 
your forever 
pet. I love 
long walks 

on the beach. Sitting at home and watch-
ing TV. Don't forget the popcorn. I don't 
do well with small animals. I like them 
more my size. Hey, do you want to take me 
outside and play? Ask the techs to let me 
come hang out with you. 

Sissy is an 
8-year-old gal 
and looking for 
an active fam-
ily. She packs 
a lot of energy 
into her thirty-
one-pound 
frame but is 
ever mindful 
of her human 
companion. 
Doubt she will take her eyes off you. By 
the way, she sports one brown eye and 
one blue eye! 

10/23/19, 2)03 PMStella and Bandos 1.jpg
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Little Dog — Not much information was 
given about me except that I am housebro-
ken and crate trained. Guess that's all my 
previous owner had to say. So here I sit. 
Please ask to take me out so that you can 
see how sweet I can be.  

Arlo is 
a 1-year-
old 
domestic 
shorthair 
cat. 

Taffy is a little shy but such a sweet-
heart. She has been with EARS a long 
time — visitors notice the cats in the 
open cat room first! She is a gentle 
adult, female that would love to have 
her own person loving on her. 

Loki is looking for 
his furever family. 
Please come meet 
him at Animal 
Welfare League if 
you’re looking for 
a well-mannered, 
laid back pup. I’m 
surprised he hasn’t 
been adopted yet! 
Oh, and he gets 
along with pigs, 
too.

 
Kale is your 
typical Chi-
huahua and 
will case you 
out before 
he gives you 
his heart. If 
you know this 
breed you 

know once you have their heart its forever! 
This 8-year-old boy does have a condition 
called paraphimosis but if you don’t mind a 
dog a little “different” Kale will reward you 
with affection.

Tristan and Kimber are older adult Torti cats. 
Both are friendly and both like to be petted. 
Kimber “talks” when you talk to her.

Lovey is an 
affectionate, 
neutered 
male kitty. He 
is 14 years old 
and front-paw 
declawed. He 
would make 
a wonderful 
companion 
animal for an 
older adult. He is up-to-date on his 
shots.

18 The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net •February 2014

Adoption fees are $75 for dogs and $65 for 
cats and $6 for cats over 6 years old. Pets 
come fully vaccinated and spayed/neutered. 
Dogs also come with four free training 
lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9’s. Pets 

also come with one month free pet insurance. Adoption hours are noon to 4pm 
Wednesdays-Sundays. The Animal Refuge Center is located at 18011 Old Bayshore 
Road N. Ft Myers Florida. For further information on any of our pets visit our web-
site www.animalrefugecenter.com or call (239) 731-3535.

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
3519 Drance Street  •  Port Charlotte, FL 33980

(941) 625-6720  •  www.awlshelter.org

The Adoption Center

 ANUBIS
is a one-year-
old, high-energy 
Australian Cattle 
dog mix. He is 
best in an active 
home with older 
children and no 
other pets.

Call Deva at 
EARS Animal Rescue,
941-681-3877,

stop by at 145 W. Dearborn St. in Englewood.  Visit us online at 
www.EARS4life.com. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY BOBBI AUSTIN

Come to the Gulf Coast Humane Society to spend time 
with these dogs and cats today! 

Gulf Coast Humane Society
2010 Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916 

Tel. (239) 332- 0364
www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org

6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
www.humane.org

Stop by at  
145 W. Dearborn Street  

in Englewood

 941-681-3877
photos by Bobbi Austin

www.EARSAnimalRescue.com

EARS cats can be seen in our open cat room. No cages, and chairs to sit on. 
Come visit and enjoy the animals.

Maui Minnie Tristan
Kimber
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Dog Grooming. What Really Happens?
Bathing and Drying Your Dogs, Part 3

 By Vicki DeAtley

Shampoo

Throughout history the number 
seven has had special significance. 
For some it serves as a reminder that 
the creation was completed in seven 
days. For others it connects the four 
corners of the earth with a concept 
of the Trinity. In angel numerology it 
signifies everything positive, such as 
prosperity and happiness. We have 
seven days in a week, seven oceans, 
seven continents, and did you know 
there are seven cervical bones in your 
spine? 

So what does this 
have to do with pets, 
you might wonder. 
Well, for seven years 
I managed the pet 
shop in a high school 
for special needs 
teenagers. Also as a 
mom, I’ve babysat 
the class pet, and 
relented to the chorus 
of “oh please” and 
“isn’t it cute?” and 
“I’ll take care of it 
myself” more than once. Here are 
some of the species I’ve loved and, 
well, tolerated. 

Hermit Crabs: There is nothing con-
venient or affectionate about hermit 
crabs, especially when they come in 
a grant project by the dozen. They 
are expensive when you consider 
they require a specialized tank-based 
habitat, with a salt water bathing 
area, and a dry sandy area, and just 
enough moisture, and empty shells 
they can grow into, and special food, 
and well, they want their own beach! 
Plus they look like spiders when they 
shed their shell, and a lot of people 
find that rather creepy. 

Guinea Pigs: Basically, these soft, 
fluffy doorstops don’t do much, 
though they do let you hold them 
without changing their facial expres-
sions one bit. They make the cutest 
little chirp/purring noise, but it’s 
difficult to tell if they enjoy being held 
or just tolerate it. The most disturbed 
students in the midst of crisis could 
touch the Guinea Pigs – not hold 
them, for the pig’s safety – but just 
pet them. This provided comfort and 

allowed for redirection 
of emotional angst like 
no human companion 
could. 

Hamsters: At the 
end of a field trip to a 
pet store, my students 
brought back a “souvenir 
friend” to the school. He 
came with a cage, food, 
and exercise wheel for 
a donation of $5. No 
wonder they gave him 
to us. Did you know that 

the little 
ones 
tend to 
bite? 
Putting a 
warning 
sign on 
the cage 
didn’t 
stop the 
principal 
from 
sticking 
his finger in the cage. Fortunately, we 
had a box of Band-Aids handy. 

Doves: That soft cooing noise is so 
sweet, and yes, they can be finger 
trained. They usually come in pairs 
though, and that means MORE doves 
are on the way. Unless you want to 
keep them separated, it’s a good idea 
to have friends when the eggs hatch. 
You can run out of friends quickly, 
though. 

Snakes: Some people take the 
Biblical story quite literally and have 
a visceral aversion to these creatures. 
Having one explore your shoulder or 
wrap around your arm takes a bit of 
getting used to, but they can be quite 
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Once your groomer has trimmed 
your dog’s nails, cleaned the ears, 
and possibly plucked the ear hair, 
then the next step is usually to bathe 
the dog. Not all groomers work in the 
same sequence of steps, but this is 
the general procedure many groom-
ers follow. Also, grooming shops may 
have dedicated bathers who wash 
the dogs but don’t give haircuts. So, 
your dog’s bather isn’t necessarily the 
person who cuts the dog’s hair. 

For safety, the groomer will secure 
your dog with a grooming loop. 
A loop is basically a short (about 
20-inch-long) one-piece combination 
collar and leash with a clip allow-
ing dogs to be safely tethered. Dog 
groomers will usually place your dog 
in the dog grooming tub and then 
secure it to the tub with the loop, so 
it won’t accidentally jump out. Even 
though it is called a bathing tub, dogs 
are not dipped in a tub of water, they 
are showered. For safety, groomers 
always try to keep at least one hand 
on the dog preventing accidental 
falls or the occasional surprise leap 
to freedom that dogs may try! A lot 
of dogs enjoy bath time, especially 
dogs that like to swim. But just like 
children, there are dogs who would 
rather do anything than get a bath. 

There are three main areas of 
safety the groomer is aware of while 
bathing your dog. These are the ears, 
eyes, and nose. 

Avoiding the ears
It is important when bathing the 

dog not to get water in the ears 
which could cause ear infections and 
head shaking. Before bathing the 
dog, some groomers place cotton in 
the dog’s ears to absorb any water 
that accidentally gets in the ear canal. 
Also, groomers may gently pinch the 
ears closed by hand to prevent water 
from being sprayed in the ears. Some-
times a washcloth is used instead of 
using a hose to wet the dog’s head. 
Groomers can also use a combination 
of these methods. 

Avoiding the eyes
Shampoo or soap in the dog’s eyes 

can cause redness, irritation, and 
sometimes more harmful damage. 
Groomers use safety precautions 
to help reduce the chance of soap 

in the eyes. These include avoiding 
the use of shampoo near the eyes, 
using wash clothes on the face, using 
gentler shampoos that are less likely 
to harm the eye, and using saline eye 
rinses before and after the bath. 

Small dog owners in Southwest 
Florida know that their dogs often 
have runny eyes. It is sometimes 
very difficult to remove the gunk 
from the corners of the eyes. Saline 
solution made for eyes placed on a 
cotton ball can be used to soak those 
crusty areas in the corners of the eyes 
until they are soft, then the goo can 
be gently flicked away from the eye 
toward the nose with a fine-tooth 
plastic comb. Flea combs work well 
for this. This can be done at home by 
dog owners as well. This helps avoid 
the buildup of gunk in the eyes which 
can lead to sores as well as tear stain-
ing on light colored dogs. If your dog’s 
eye at any time is irritated, inflamed, 
or has bright yellow or green dis-
charge this is not normal eye gunk 
and you should talk to your vet. 

Avoiding the nose
Groomers are careful not to spray 

water in the dog’s nose. It may take 
only a small amount of inhaled water 
to be a danger for your dog. While 
the muzzle or mouth area usually 
needs to be cleaned thoroughly, 
avoiding the nostrils is important. 

There are different ways to wash 
dogs. Dogs can be washed by hand, 
just like you wash your own hair. Dogs 
can also be washed with commercial 
“bathing systems” that premix sham-
poo and water in one hose in order 
to quickly apply shampoo to dogs. 
Groomers can also pre-dilute concen-
trated shampoo with water and store 
in containers to be poured over the 
dog. There is also a newer method of 
mixing and applying shampoo called 
“frothing” which involves mixing a 
small amount of shampoo, much 
like you would beat an egg, to get a 
frothy texture of shampoo which is 
then used to bathe the dog. 

Groomers use shampoo specified 
for dogs, not people, mainly due 
to the pH of the shampoos. Using 
human shampoo on dogs can cause 
dry skin, itching, and skin irritation.
Also, groomers try to avoid fragrances 

or products that 
a dog may be 
allergic to. For 
instance, hypoal-
lergenic shampoos 
with no scent help 
avoid skin irrita-
tions or allergies. 
Just like with 
people, there are 
many types of dog 
shampoos geared 
for different types of hair. Just re-
member to tell your groomer if your 
dog has allergies, skin sensitivities, or 
special concerns like a dry coat. Shar-
ing this information can help your 
groomer choose the best shampoo 
for the dog. Further, if your groomer 
offers services like brushing teeth or 
anal gland expression, then the bath 
is a good time to take care of these 
services. 

While groomers will usually inspect 
a dog for broken skin or unusual 
bumps when the dog is dropped off, 
the bath offers a good second chance 
for the groomer to feel or see lumps 
or broken skin that isn’t easy to find 
when the hair is dry. While it isn’t a 
groomer’s job to diagnose medical 
conditions, groomers are often the 
first ones to see things that just don’t 
look right and can then refer the 
owner to a veterinarian. 

Groomers will usually soap the 
dog once, rinse, soap again, rinse, 
and then condition and rinse if 
needed based on the type of dog’s 
hair. Groomers know it is extremely 
important that the shampoo is rinsed 
thoroughly! Residue can cause the 
dog to itch or irritate the skin. 

Once the dog is bathed, it is usu-
ally dried with a Shammy and towel 
dried. Some groomers may apply 
some type of drying agent like a com-
bination of vinegar and water to help 
the coat release the water and aide in 
drying time. 

Dogs can be air-dried, cage-dried, 
fluff dried, or more commonly dried 
with a high velocity dryer. Cage drying 
with heat has fallen out of favor due 
to legitimate safety concerns about 
overheating the dog, which can lead 
to death in severe cases. If cage-
drying is used, strong safety checks 

should be in place. Human hair dryers 
are used to dry dogs, most often at 
home, but they have a much higher 
heat setting and can easily burn a 
dog. Like when the hairdresser is 
drying your hair and you pop up out 
of the chair as your head starts to get 
hot from the hairdryer. Ladies… you 
know what I mean! 

High velocity dryers are sort of like 
a combination hairdryer and leaf 
blower. The high-speed air is directed 
through a nozzle on an air hose much 
like a shop vac used in reverse. Some 
brands produce heat, and some 
don’t. These powerful dryers help 
blow out loose shedding hair as well 
as mats or tangles. They can also help 
straighten the hair as it dries which 
allows for a better haircut. Whenever 
drying a dog, groomers are careful 
not to blow this powerful airstream in 
the dog’s eyes. Groomers constantly 
check the air temperature by feel and 
keep the dryer nozzle moving over 
the dog in order to ensure the air is 
not too hot for the dog’s skin. 

In short, giving a dog a bath isn’t 
as simple as dragging out the garden 
hose and squirting down Fido! There 
are many areas where the groomer 
must be extremely careful in order to 
protect the dog and still get the pet 
as clean as possible. Your groomer 
is your dog’s ally! Talk with your 
groomer about any questions you 
have about the grooming process. 

Vicki DeAtley is the owner and groomer 
of Happy Hour Mobile Dog Groom-
ing, www.happyhourdoggrooming.
com at 941-769-5768 serving Port Char-
lotte and the 10-mile surrounding area. 
Before grooming, Vicki spent 20 years 
as a pharmacist which helps her bring a 
unique approach to quality and safety 
while working with dogs.

nice when they grow accustomed to 
their human friend. Feeding them, 
on the other hand, is sometimes a 
moral dilemma, as the food closest to 
what they would find in their natural 
habitat is live. 

Tropical fish: Pretty to look at. Chal-
lenging to keep healthy, clean, and 
alive. Scrubbing algae off the side of 
the tank and changing out the water 
is a smelly, messy process, and you 
can’t even hug them. 

Cats: Lots of cats are friendly and 
enjoy their humans. They live a rela-
tively long time and are easy to care 
for. They can be huggable, and talk-
ative, and really good companions… 
when they want to be. But then they 
walk on window sills, book shelves, 
and kitchen countertops. And climb 
up house plants and claw draperies… 
and the litter box. Cleaning a litter 
box is no one’s idea of fun, is it? 

Dogs: If you want unconditional 
love and acceptance, and an exuber-
ant greeting every time you enter 
the door, even if you’ve been away 
only a matter of minutes, there is no 

Pets Welcome!
Seven Reasons Why a Dog is 

the Best Pet
By Valerie LaBoy, Pet Friendly Realtor®

For many years, Valerie LaBoy served 
as a writer of ads, brochures and training 
literature in the animal health indus-
try. She is now a sales associate with 
Weichert, Realtors® Gulf Coast Group, 
and specializes in relocation. She can be 
reached at Valerie@FindMyLanai.com.

creature like a dog. A willing accom-
plice to a caper, a friend on a rainy 
day, a shoulder to rest upon, and a 
bed buddy. A dog will happily sit by 
your feet or go for a ride in the car. 
Forgiving and loyal, protective, and 
seemingly clairvoyant. When you 
have little, they are content. They just 
want your attention and affection. 
Over the years we’ve had large and 
small, active and docile, juvenile and 
geriatric. They have cost thousands 
for cancer treatment and groom-
ing and boarding. But just between 
you and me, there is no one I would 
rather share an ice cream with on a 
sunny day than my canine friend. And 
isn’t that old rule of thumb interest-
ing? A dog’s life has been measured 
as seven years to one of ours. 
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The holiday season is upon us and, 
in addition to wishing you a joyous 
holiday season, I would like to ask you 
to use caution where your birds are 
concerned.

Many things in your home can 
cause them harm, even death, so 
we need to be careful — especially 
with new-to-the-market products. 
Anything that contains Teflon should 
be avoided — not only cookware. Air 
fryers, oven mats, and cooking bags 
are also products that contain Teflon 
or other hazardous chemicals. Check 

all products you use for cooking, even 
if they are Teflon free. Ceramic, stain-
less steel, copper, and cast iron are all 
good replacements for Teflon-coated 
pans. Check for products that are 
PFOA and PTFE free to help ensure 
the safety of your bird.

Many people like to add holiday 
scents to their home. October is 
Pumpkin Spice month, and in De-
cember everything smells like Pine. 
Please remember not to use scented 
candles, plug-ins, sprays, oils, etc. 
Instead, put some cinnamon in a pan 
and simmer it on the stove. Put up a 
tree, or add pine boughs around the 
house. There are so many natural 
smells to enjoy, so avoid the use of 
fake scents that produce toxins for 
your birds and you. Even unscented 
candles cause a risk of fire in your 
home, so is it really worth it?

Febreze is a popular product that 
comes in many forms, from sprays to 
candles to oils. What you might not 

realize is that Febreze is now found 
in many daily use products such as 
laundry soap, fabric softener, and 
household cleaning products. Febreze 
has finally admitted its products are 
not safe for birds and have placed a 
warning on many of their products.

We all like to share our favorite 
treats with our birds, but we must 
keep in mind that some food items 
are bad for them. Much research has 
recently been done regarding birds 
eating meat products. It has been 
found that birds fed meat have an 
increased risk of atherosclerosis. Pie, 
though tasty and sweet, should not 
be fed to your bird. Always keep in 
mind that what you are sharing with 
your bird can contain products that 
are not safe for them, such as pie 
fillings made with fruits or vegetables 
that are on the unsafe list for birds.

I know it sounds like a lot of to 
watch out for and a bit spirit damp-
ening, but isn’t your bird’s life really 
worth it? Use common sense, read 
labels, consider contents, and if you 
can smell it so can your bird — at 
about 100 times our sensitivity!

Cemetery and Cremation Services
27200 Jones Loop Road  v  Punta Gorda, FL 33982

35 Years of Compassionate Care
Shows Our Dedication to the Families
We Serve and the Trust We have Built

PET HAVEN

Pre-planning
and Financing 

Available

941-637-0332
www.royalpalmmemorial.com
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Phone: 941-276-3327 
www.pattystefan.com

Shuerbug Photographer 
for the 

The Pet Gazee

On location or in the 
comfort of your own home

 Pet Portraits

Enjoy Happy and Safe Holidays 
with Your Bird!

By Pam Hill

Wing Tips!

Pam Hill is president of Parrot Outreach Society, 1205 Elizabeth St., Punta Gorda. She 
has been rescuing birds for over ten years and has had companion parrots for over 25 
years. Visit www.parrotoutreachsociety.org.
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