
The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • March 2020
1

March 2020



The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • March 2020 The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • March 2020
2 3

Flight of Fancy........................3
In Fine Fettle..........................4
Good Dog!..............................6
Story Time..............................7 
PurrView.................................8
Lily & ARC...............................9
Dear Tabby...........................10

Pets Welcome!.....................11
Shutterbug...........................12
Adoptions.............................14
Shampoo..............................16
Wild Things..........................17 
Wing Tips.............................18

Flight of Fancy Table of Contents - Volume 8, Issue 3

Lisa Neuman, D.V.M.

Perfectly Aged

Florida Edition

Volume 2,  Issue 1, january 2014 complimentary

For People who LOVE PETS!

THE PARTY ANIMAL (Happy New  Year!)

6824 Bernadean Blvd., Punta Gorda, FL 33982  
941-330-7898 • www.FloridaPet.net

Kathie Lynch, Publisher  •  kathie@floridapet.net

The image on the cover is just a 
happy frog in bright colors. If he 
made you smile, he did his job.  As 
we hop into spring, think about 
things that make you smile.  
 — Nancy Colby,  Artist

This Month's Cover

Specialized 
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for your cat!

$20
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on the initial exam 
for all new clients
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941-766-8555
lovingpawsah.com

Kathie Lynch, Publisher

I have had many pets in 
my life. They have come 
and gone at various ages, 
and each has been special 
and dearly loved. I pres-
ently have three dogs 
and a cat. Two dogs are 
in their prime, the other 
— and the cat — are 16. 
While I watch them more 
closely, I wouldn’t miss a 
day of their life’s journey. 

Red Cat is just coming 
into his own. Really. A scaredy cat all his life, he relied on his two littermate 
siblings for companionship. I adopted him at 8 weeks of age, and his origi-

nal standoffishness increased 
over the years. He spent a 
good deal of time in hiding, 
so I was grateful for his two 
lovable siblings. Last year, 
the second of his siblings 
passed, and he was on his 
own except for an occasional 
canine cuddle. I guess he was 
forced to accept me. He has 
learned to trust — he sleeps 
on top of me, comes to me 
for petting, and naps out in 
the open where he's part of 
the family. And he purrs. It’s a 
wonderful sound! He has also 

allowed his personality to shine. He's a quirky cat, healthy and handsome, 
and to me he is a treasure! I look forward to really getting to know him, my 
newest kitty.

My handsome Aussie, Roo, turned 16 on Feb 12th. I fell in love with a 
photo on petfinder.com and drove over 2,400 miles to bring home the dog 
of my dreams. This six-month-old pup did not disappoint. He has always 
been bright and agile and fun — and my best friend. He’s blind now, and 
sometimes gets pleasantly confused, and yet he's still remarkable. He’s at 
my side, loyally protecting me. Recently he's taken to napping in doorways, 
despite a plethora of dog beds throughout the house. I found it awkward 
to climb around him (and, yes, a bit annoying) until I realized what he was 
doing. You see, I have always been "his job" and, as he has become physi-
cally challenged, he decided to put himself between me and any possible 
“danger” by blocking me into my office or my bedroom. Danger will have to 
get through him to get to me! I make sure never to pass by without giving 
him some love and telling him he’s my good boy. I cherish his loyalty and 
love, and delight in his newfound quirks. Once always eager to please, he’s 
recently become a bit rebellious — it’s really cute!  

This beautiful 
"Jewell" is 11 years 
young. Meet him at 
the Animal Refuge 
Center. Read about 

him on page 9.

Consider adopting a seniior pet. 
You'll be glad you did! 
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     In Fine Fettle

By Dr. Dan Bowen, DVM

There are two words that always 
bring fear to a pet owner’s heart. 
These words are surgery and anes-
thesia. Some surgeries are entirely 
elective, or cosmetic. Other surgi-
cal procedures are very necessary 
for continued good health or to 
correct a problem that can be life 
threatening. But regardless of the 
procedure, most surgery is done 
under anesthesia. This is where 
many owners get nervous. Almost 
everyone has a story of a friend’s or 
relative’s pet having had a problem 
with anesthesia. Certainly surgery 
carries its own risk, but anesthesia 
is what concerns most people. So 
let’s discuss anesthesia, its benefits 
and its risks. 

Anesthesia is a general term 
used for drugs or mechanisms to 
eliminate or reduce pain during an 
operation or other potentially pain-
ful procedure. Other benefits of 
anesthesia include restraint, relief 
of anxiety or stress, stabilization of 
bodily functions during the proce-
dure, and amnesia of the event.

There are two basic types of 
anesthesia — local anesthesia and 
general anesthesia. Local anesthe-
sia describes the use of a numbing 
agent to eliminate pain without 
causing loss of consciousness. 
Although local anesthesia is most 
often used for small surgical or 
diagnostic procedures, it can also 
be useful for more extensive pro-
cedures depending on the patient. 
When a large area is numbed with 
local anesthesia this is referred to 
as regional anesthesia. This be-
cause the anesthesia affects a large 
region of the body, but has no ef-
fect on the rest of the body. Spinal 
anesthesia is a regional anesthesia 
used during labor and delivery 
in women giving birth. It is used 
extensively in large animals where 
general anesthesia is not easily or 
safely done. This is often the type 
of anesthesia used in cattle to 
surgically repair a displaced aboma-
sum (part of the stomach that has 
rotated into a dangerous position). 
In small animals, local anesthesia 
is used for removal of small skin 

growths, repair of small lacerations 
and for placement of various tubes 
and drainage devices. 

Another form of local anesthesia 
is a dental block. We are all famil-
iar with this anesthesia when we 
have a filling or other painful dental 
work done. We also use it with pets 
when teeth are removed so when 
they wake up from the general an-
esthesia their mouth doesn’t hurt. 
A ring block is a type of regional 
anesthetic used to numb the feet 
in cats that are being declawed so 
their feet don’t hurt when they 
wake up from general anesthesia.

General anesthesia is a more 
general term used for anesthesia 
resulting in loss of consciousness. 
Twilight sleep is a term for a light 
general anesthetic that relaxes a 
patient for a mild procedure such 
as xrays, anal sac infusions, clean-
ing ears, or other procedures in 
which we need the patient to relax 
and not move around, but that 
doesn’t require complete deep 
anesthesia. With twilight sleep, the 
patient is awake but drowsy and 
very relaxed. With this type of light 
anesthesia the patient often has 
no memory of the procedure. The 
advantage of twilight sleep is that 
it quickly wears off and the patient 
can go home sooner than it would 
after a general anesthesia. 

General anesthesia is what 
everyone thinks of for most surgi-
cal operations and other painful 
procedures. The patient is com-
pletely asleep during the surgery 

with no memory of what happens. 
The patient’s body is completely 
relaxed so the surgeon can manipu-
late body parts with no resistance 
from the patient. It takes longer to 
recover from general anesthesia, 
but with the newest state-of-the-
art drugs and anesthetic machines, 
recovery is becoming much faster 
and less of a risk.

Any anesthesia, local or general, 
involves the use of drugs. There 
are some anesthetic drugs which 
are given by themselves to pro-
vide single agent anesthesia. Most 
general anesthesia, however, uses 
several drugs to provide a balanced 
anesthesia. This is better for the 
patient because the use of smaller 
doses of several drugs results in 
fewer side effects than larger doses 
of just one or two drugs. This is 
because the larger the dose of a 
certain drug, the greater the chance 
of side effects occurring.

Of course, local or regional anes-
thesia results from the injection of 
a drug such as lidocaine into the 
surgical area. This numbs the area 
so surgery can be done pain free. 
General anesthesia has a more 
complex regimen and must be 
constantly monitored throughout 
the entire time it is given. More-
over, the patient must be closely 
watched after surgery until she is 
awake and in control of her breath-
ing and swallowing.

General anesthesia works by in-
hibiting the transmission of nervous 
impulses, primarily in the brain, to 
block pain perception. Other effects 
of general anesthesia include the 
potentials to lower blood pres-
sure, heart rate, blood flow to the 
liver and kidneys, and to slow the 
respiratory rate. To compensate 
for these changes, we use an IV 
(intravenous) catheter to adminis-
ter fluids in order to maintain blood 
volume and blood pressure. This 
helps maintain proper heart rate, 
respiratory rate, and blood flow 
to the kidneys. A machine called a 
pulse oximeter is used to monitor 
the amount of oxygen in the blood 
stream. The little device with the 
red light that the nurse puts on 
your finger is a pulse oximeter. In 
dogs and cats we usually put the 
sensor on the tongue because there 
is too much hair for it to work on 
the foot. 

During general anesthesia a 
tube is inserted into the airway. 
This is how the anesthetic gas and 
oxygen is delivered to the patient. 
An insert in the tube can also be 

used to measure carbon dioxide. 
The concentrations of oxygen and 
anesthetic gas are constantly being 
adjusted to provide the proper level 
of anesthesia, oxygen, and keep the 
heart rate and breathing normal.

General anesthesia can have a lot 
of effects on the patient, some very 
useful and some to watch for and 
correct if needed. During general 
anesthesia we have someone who 
does nothing but monitor anesthe-
sia all during surgery and recovery. 

The most critical times for is-
sues to occur with anesthesia are 
when anesthesia is being started 
and when the patient is first taken 
off anesthesia. Close monitoring 
throughout the procedure and the 
recovery period help ensure a safe 
experience for the patient.

But what about the days following 
anesthesia? Most dogs and cats are 
perfectly normal within a few hours 
and have no lasting ill effects. Some 
dogs and cats can have a prolonged 
period of recovery. They may be 
less active and act a little confused 
for a while after general anesthesia. 
These effects rarely last more than 
a couple of days. Any concerns, of 
course, should be brought to the 
attention of your veterinarian.

In general, anesthesia is a very 
safe, vitally important aspect of 
your pet’s care. Using balanced 
anesthesia, proper monitoring, IV 
catheter, IV fluids, heart and oxygen 
monitors, constant supervision, 
and a caring, empathetic attitude 
will ensure your pet will do very 
well under anesthesia. So now that 
you’re armed with some good infor-
mation, you can relax while Fluffy 
is spayed or Rocky gets his teeth 
cleaned.

Dr. Dan Bowen graduated from Vet 
School at the University of Wisconsin 
in 1992. He then completed an intern-
ship at the Animal Emergency Center 
in Milwaukee. He owns the Animal 
Medical Clinic of Punta Gorda and can 
be reached at 941-639-9600.
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Cats  are among the world’s 
best  s leepers .  They s lumber 
away about  60 percent  of  their 
l ives… up to  16 hours  out  of 
every  24.  This  schedule means 
that  a  n ine-year-old  cat  has 
been awake for  only  about 
three years  of  i ts  l i fe! 

A  typica l  fe l ine day inc ludes 
over  15 hours  of  s leeping and 
dozing and four  to  s ix  hours 
of  grooming and play ing ,  with 
the rest  of  the day devoted to 
hunt ing ,  eat ing ,  and explor ing.

There are  three types  of 
adult  fe l ine s leep… the short 
nap,  the longer  l ight  s leep, 
and the deep s leep.

Per iods  of  l ight  s leep and 
deep s leep a l ternate.  When 
k i tty  sett les  down for  more 
than a  br ief  “catnap,”  the 
phase of  l ight  s leep lasts  for 
about  hal f  an hour.  He then 
exper iences  deep s leep for  s ix 
to  seven minutes.  Dur ing deep 
s leep,  the cat ’s  body re laxes, 
and he appears  to  be dream-
ing ( twitching and quiver ing) . 
In  humans,  th is  phase is  re-
ferred to  as  REM s leep (rap-
id  eye movement) .  After  the 
deep s leep,  the adult  cat  then 
returns  to  another  bout  of  30 
minutes  of  l ight  s leep unt i l  he 
eventual ly  wakes  up.

A napping cat  i s  on “radar 
patrol ,”  scanning the environ-
ment  for  any smal l  sound.  His 
very  keen senses  keep him 
alert  to  any changes in  the en-
v ironment when he is  in  l ight 
s leep phases.  Thus,  when you 
choose a  s i te  for  your  cat ’s 
bed,  keep in  mind his  need 
for  warmth and secur i ty. 
Look for  a  s i te  that  i s  h igh 
and protected.  I f  h is  nap-
ping p lace is  enclosed on 
at  least  three s ides,  he’ l l 
feel  re laxed and secure.  I f 
the enclosure has  a  top, 
he’ l l  feel  even safer.

Observers  have not-
ed that  the temperature 

of  the room determines  the 
s leeping cat ’s  body pos it ion. 
When the temperature is  less 
than 55 degrees  (not  that 
common in  our  area) ,  a  cat 
usual ly  cur ls  up with h is  head 
tucked into h is  body.  As  the 
temperature increases,  the 
cat ’s  s leeping pos it ion opens 
up.  At  over  70 degrees,  a  cat 
usual ly  l ies  uncur led with h is 
paws out  in  f ront . 

When a  cat  wakes,  he usu-
a l ly  takes  a  few minutes  to 
stretch and restore h is  c i rcu-
lat ion.  A  yawn or  two later, 
fo l lowed by a  quick  face wash, 
he’s  ready for  act ion.

I f  you have a  cat ,  chances 
are  very  good that  you have a 
cat  carr ier  to  transport  your 
cat .  Consider  a lso  us ing the 
carr ier  for  k i tty ’s  catnaps.  I f 
the carr ier  i s  padded with h is 
favor i te  b lanket ,  the fami l iar 
scent  wi l l  help  h im to accept 
i t ,  g iv ing h im plenty  of  oppor-
tunity  to  explore the cat  tax i 
before you have to  use i t  for 
transportat ion.  P lace i t  in  a 
room where k i tty  l ikes  to  hang 
out ,  and remove the door,  i f 
poss ib le.  Put  treats  or  favor-
i te  toys  ins ide,  and let  h im 
discover  i t  on h is  own.  Per-
haps he wi l l  f ind the carr ier 
su itable  for  h is  next  catnap. 
A  l i tt le  work ahead of  t ime 
wi l l  make the dreaded tr ip  to 
your  cat  c l in ic  eas ier,  and may 
provide the perfect  spot  for  a 
catnap!

Give your  cat  a  hug… but 
don’t  wake him up!

 PurrSnickitty

Cat Naps... 
or how a cat sleeps! 

by Kathie Lynch

Cemetery and Cremation Services
27200 Jones Loop Road  v  Punta Gorda, FL 33982

35 Years of Compassionate Care
Shows Our Dedication to the Families
We Serve and the Trust We have Built

PET HAVEN

Pre-planning
and Financing 

Available

941-637-0332
www.royalpalmmemorial.com

Cat Etiquette For A New Year
by Tabby

 ...Kindly  
 arrange 
 the sun so
 it falls upon
 me more
 evenly as 
I nap...

941-475-5402
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BOARDING
& GROOMING

for
Dogs & Cats

Critter Cottage is a full service boarding, grooming, and 
day-care center. We strive to provide a clean, healthy, 

happy environment for your pet’s stay.
Specializing in puppy & geriatric grooming and 

exclusive cat grooming.

941-475-5402
750 Morningside Drive, Englewood, FL 34223

www.crittercottage.net
ACCEPTING MEMBERSHIPS FOR OUR PRIVATE DOG PARK

Separate small dog & large dog yards, plus agility area
3 Acres for your dogs to play! Smaller playards included.

Healthy treats for 
your furry friends 
baked fresh onsite
ALL NATURAL • ORGANIC 
• BAKED FRESH ONSITE
• PET BIRTHDAY CAKES 

MADE TO ORDER!

All-Natural Flea & Tick Remedies
CBD Oils • Organic Bully Sticks • Pet Toys

Unique Gift Items for Pet Lovers

Lotsapaws3@yahoo.com • www.lotsapawsbarkery.com     
     SEE US ON FACEBOOK • FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

24901 Sandhill Blvd., Unit 4, Punta Gorda, FL 33983

Stephanie Schweikhard
Owner / Baker

941-249-9644

Anesthesia

Contact Kathie Lynch 
941-330-7898 or Kathie@FloridaPet.net

We're looking for motivated, responsible
sales representatives in both
Charlotte and Lee Counties.

Do you love companion animals? 
Do you enjoy interacting with a 

variety of people?
Do you want to determine your

own level of success?

You may be the perfect fit!

ADVERTISING SALES PEOPLE WANTED

561-531-1464
veronica@mattersofthepaw.com • Visit us at mattersofthepaw.com

Garden Stones for Pet Lovers! 
We specialize in concrete stones with paws or dog bones,

as well as memorial stones for lost loved ones.

Personalize a
Paw Stone

With Your Pet's Name
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The Right Choices
By Harry Kalajian, Executive Dog Training

Good Dog!

Boarding •Grooming • Daycare

239•936•1163
www.AcademyKennels.com

Like us on

Beds and Biscuits Pet Resort

2691 North Airport Rd.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Harry Kalajian, M.D.T., has over 
32 years of experience in all aspects 
of dog training. He is a behaviorist, 
ethologist, and psychologist. Harry 
is the owner of Executive Dog Train-
ing Inc., in Englewood. Contact him 
at http://www.executivedogtraining.
com/askq.php or call 941-447-8234.  

We all want the best for our dogs, 
so where do we begin?

We always begin with the health 
of the dog at any age it may be. We 
must first find a veterinarian — I 
always suggest having two. The 
reason: if one isn’t available you 
still have the other. Always have a 
veterinarian close by and one a bit 
further. The most important factor 
in choosing a veterinarian is experi-
ence and how they treat you and 
your dog.

The next important factor is food 
— there are hundreds of different 
brands and ingredients available. 
To choose one brand is hard, but 
research will be your best bet. Just 
because it’s expensive doesn’t 
necessarily mean it’s good; seek a 
brand that fits your budget. Don’t 
fall for pictures on the packaging 
just because you have the same 
breed. Ask your breeder or a pet 
supply shop (family run not chain 
stores) that has been in business 
and knows a lot about the avail-
able foods. Another good source 
is a professional trainer; they will 
give you a lot more information 
because they will access the needs 
of the dog according to the age and 
activity levels. You don’t have to 
give bottled water to your dog, tap 
water will suffice.

Bowls should be heavy and of 
good quality for ease of cleaning 
and disinfecting. Also, they will not 
easily move when your dog eats. 
Also ask a trainer for their sugges-
tions, and a family run pet supply 
shop. Chain stores want sales plus 
they have no clue. Small Example: 
a dog with swallowing issues might 
need a higher elevated bowl. A 
part-time kid at a national chain 
does not ask questions prior to sell-
ing bowls, while the experienced 
small pet supply will ask many ques-
tions and give you several sugges-
tions. Always ask true professional 
or knowledgeable experienced 
people.

When looking for crates or beds, 
look for quality; it will last a long 
time. If it’s for a puppy, buy a few 
sizes bigger. They will grow into 

them. Many crates or cages have 
dividers to help with the transitions 
of growth. When it comes to collars 
and leashes, I always suggest qual-
ity nylon webbing for everyday use, 
plus it’s budget friendly and easy to 
clean and use.

Deciding to train or not? Simple 
answer — yes, training is vital to the 
dog’s life and safety. The question is 
which trainer or training school you 
should choose. Remember the old 
saying, “You get what you pay for” 
and be vigilante when choosing.

Chain training schools are like 
chain restaurants, you get to eat 
but the food is not great. Choose 
a trainer with many fields of train-
ing knowledge and experience. Ask 
them if they have hands-on experi-
ence in other training fields: search 
and tracking, agility, military agil-
ity, protection training, detection, 
narcotics, explosives, trick training, 
just to name a few. Always make 
sure they have a strong background, 
ask questions and see if it makes 
sense to you. Call around, see who 
takes the time to listen and explain, 
then make a choice. Remember, a 
trainer of your choice should have 
a background as a Behaviorist, 
Ethologist & Psychologist. Text book 
experience is useless, but hands-on 
experience goes a long way. Book 
smart doesn’t show the variables in 
every situation.

The results you will see aren’t only 
based on the trainer, but a joint 
effort between both trainer and 
owner. If the owner doesn’t practice 
with their dog the results will be ap-
parent. The owner is at fault.

Results are achieved with my 
formula which I have mentioned 
many times: Patience, Persistence, 
Consistency & Repetition.

Residential V.I.P. Services
Evaluation-Consultation • Behavior • Obedience

Failure is not an option!

Harry Kalajian • 941.447.8234 • ExecutiveDogTraining.com

EXECUTIVE
DOG TRAINING INC.

The Fine Art of Professional Training

HK

Over 30 Years Experience

941-769-5768
www.happyhourdoggrooming.com

Quality dog grooming in a safe & caring 
manner brought to your doorstep.

• Haircuts • Baths • Nail Trims
• All grooms are video recorded

Serving Port Charlotte and 
surrounding area within 10 miles
of the Town Center Mall at SR 776 

and Tamiami Trail.

Vicki DeAtley
Owner & Groomer
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Harry Kalajian, M.D.T., has over 32 years of experience in all aspects of dog 
training. He is a behaviorist, ethologist, and psychologist. Harry is the owner of 
Executive Dog Training Inc., in Englewood. Contact him with training questions 
at http://www.executivedogtraining.com/askq.php. You can also call him with 
questions at 941-447-8234.  

must teach one command at a time. 
Once it masters that command 
then you can move on to the next. 
However never advance a dog until 
it’s mastered that one command. 
Sometimes you can combine a few 
commands that are related in a 
way that follows a sequence. But 
make note that once the dog has 
mastered them, you must change 
the sequence to make sure it has 
understood the verbal and hand 
gestures that apply to each. This 
type of training requires, at times, 
switching between different training 
tools to achieve the desired result. 

The higher level ultimate obedi-
ence training is for those that want 
near perfection. Do not confuse this 
level as Schutzhund training. 

The ultimate obedience train-
ing is for those that are willing to 
put many hours, days, weeks, and 
months toward perfecting desired 
results. This type of training is not 
for all dogs. With that said, I do 
not mean the breed. I mean the 

dog needs to have the right type of 
character and temperament as well 
as the right owner. 

A little about Schutzhund training: 

To make it simple to understand, 
those dogs trained as Schutzhund 
are like the Special Forces or Navy 
Seals. These types of dogs have 
mastered Obedience, Protection, 
and Tracking to the max. They are 
used for sport-dog competitions.

As a closing, it is important to 
know what type of training you 
want, and choose the right trainer 
to help you achieve those goals. 
Remember, be vigilant when choos-
ing a trainer. 

Tip of the month:

For successful results
follow my formula:

 Patience, Persistence, 
Consistency, and Repetition. 

D.N.D
Do Not Disturb

Awareness
The main complaint dog owners 

have during their walks
Many dog walkers get frustrated when people allow their kids or 
dogs — or even themselves — to interrupt the dog being walked. 
Most people don’t do this purposely, they just want to say, "hi!" 

but  they interrupt those trying to walk or train their dogs.
Executive Dog Training Inc. has come up with a solution — a 

bright orange slip-on webbing that goes over the leash.

We urge everyone to please respect the dog and its walker.
Do not rush or disturb the dog, or ask first.

Presently made for ¾” leashes) 
Cost: $2.00/each

Critter Cottage 
750 Morningside Drive in Englewood

or through 
www.executivedogtraining.com

941-447-8234

Schutzhund

Schutzhund Agility

Freestyle

Advanced

Residential V.I.P. Services
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Coldwell Commons, 2825 Tamiami Trail, Suite B3, Punta Gorda

941-246-1025
gentle, cage-free grooming

private grooming appointments
al l dogs hand dried
al l dogs accepted

Courtney Henderson, Owner / Dog Groomer

Jason Potts, Owner / Dog Bather

Story Time

Animals Tales
By James Abraham

My wife, Ginger, decided that she was through 
waiting for grandkids, so she went out and got 
the next best thing—kittens.

Cassie, who earned her name because she’s 
sassy, came first. After the foster folks saw how 
well the kitten was getting along, they called Gin-
ger and asked for a little favor. Before you could 
say meow, we had a second addition, Tank, so 
named because of her boxy shape and fearless 
attitude. Naturally, the next step was adoption.

Folks talk about the patter of tiny feet. How 
about the sound of a rhinoceros herd as both 
of them streak through the house? Kittens are 
noisy. They’ve already reduced our lizard popula-
tion, mangled a few plants, and formed a mutual 
non-aggression treaty with Nina and Jette, our 
two black Labs.

At night I roll over to find two interlopers 
interposed between me and Ginger. They snarl 
in sleepy indignation and I, knowing my place in 
the new scheme of things, roll over and just go 
back to sleep. 

It’s been more than a decade since our two 
kids escaped us, and longer than that since they 
needed the kind of attention the kids demanded. 
And, don’t tell the kids, but the kittens are a 
better deal. After all, they’ll never wreck the 
car, need college tuition, or—after the spay-
ing—bring home questionable mates. It’s a furry 
win-win for all.

Do you have a pet story that inspired you, or 
even a living, breathing example of an animal 
that made you a better person? I am often hired 
to publish memoirs, histories, corporate re-
ports, and novels. My work entails cover design, 
formatting, editing, coaching, and delivering 
a bound or electronic book. Would you like to 
memorialize your pet’s experience? If so, e-mail 
me at book-broker@hotmail.com. 

James Abraham is a book editor and publisher 
based in Florida.

My wife, Ginger, with Cassie and Tank. 
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Green Things to Eat
 By Nancy Colby, Artist/Special Needs Animal Advocate

PurrView

Wishing you a Happy March and 
Happy Saint Patrick’s Day! This is the 
month we all go green whether or 
not we’re Irish. It’s a happy month. 
It’s a corned beef month. It’s the 
“spring is right around the corner” 
month. Thinking of all things green 
made me think about green food. 
What green foods are good for our 
dogs?

Let’s put it out there right up front… 
green meat is not a good thing for 
anyone but we all knew that, right? 
On the other hand, there are some 
good green foods that can benefit 
your dog. There are also some green 
foods that can help a slightly over-
weight canine trim a few pounds 
before the swimsuit season. 

SAFE GREEN FOOD FOR YOUR DOG:

Peas – While peas are small and 
probably won’t work as a snack, they 
are good filler in that bowl of kibble 
to help cut calories. Snap peas still 
in the shell can make a nice healthy 
snack.

Spinach – Leafy fresh spinach is 
also good filler in that bowl of food. It 
takes a moment to chew it and it has 
very few calories. Spinach is a good 
way to fill your dog up while not add-
ing extra calories.

Green Beans – Green beans are 
inexpensive, plentiful and a very 
healthy snack for your dog. Give your 

Nancy Colby is a prominent local artist 
known for her watercolor paintings of 
animals, especially cats, as well as her 
work with special needs animals. Nancy 
can be reached at watercolorcolby@
verizon.net or by email at petart4u2@
gmail.com. 

I hear people lament all the time 
that they are getting older and 
they wonder if they have value in 
today’s society. Did you know that 
pets have the same worries? While 
I can’t speak for humans, I am here 
to debunk the theory that age mat-
ters in the cat world. 

For anyone who states a 5-year-
old cat is “over the hill,” two words 
come to mind. SAY WHAT? I pro-
ceed to remind them that cats often 
live to be eighteen! As far as I am 
concerned, a 5-year-old is a mere 
toddler. Maybe I take this person-
ally, having just celebrated my 7th 
birthday, but woe is the person that 
looks at me and call me “old.” I still 
have my claws, you know.

There are so many benefits to 
adopting a cat that is mature. Shall 
we go over those together?

Adult cats have lower start-up 
costs than younger ones because 
they only require a booster vac-
cine and are usually already spayed 
or neutered. Kittens require three 
rounds of vaccines and often do not 
come spayed or neutered. These 
costs can run into the high hun-
dreds of dollars. 

Adult cats are past the “kitten 
frenzy” stage. Sure, kittens are 
adorable but not so much when you 
find them swinging from your cur-
tains or chandelier! Get a cat that 
is past the kitten stage who is much 
more content to play with those 
catnip toys that you provide. Alert: 
adult cats are content to sleep while 
you are at work.

Adult cats are socialized by al-
ready being acclimated to a home 
environment. They have estab-
lished manners and are often more 
accepting of children, other cats, 
and even dogs. Shelters usually 
know the history of an adult cat 
and can use this information to 
best match it to potential adopters. 

Adult cats are trained in litterbox 
use! Housing training is a big les-
son for kittens and with an adult 
cat the hard work has already been 
done! Other learned lessons are 
no jumping on counters, scratch-
ing furniture, or teething on your 
favorite household items.

Adult cats won’t surprise you with 
how big they will grow. They are 
what they are and it is easy to select 
that big twenty-pound boy or that 
petite six-pound girl.

 Adult cats are more grateful for 
your love, especially those over 
ten years old who often only knew 
one home. They are confused and 
depressed from being abandoned. 
When you adopt and assure them 
they are safe again, they quickly 
shower you with love and attention. 
They know how lucky they are to 
have a second chance at love!

Remember, a cat that is “aged” is 
like fine wine. They get better with 
time! Have a meowy-tastic adven-
ture adopting your new SENIOR 
best friend! XOXOXOX, Lily 

Lily & ARC
Age is Just a 

Number
By Lily, ARC Mascot

dog a green bean and watch him 
enjoy it. Some dogs gobble it down 
right away but others toss it around 
before they actually eat it. You can 
add green beans to their food to help 
cut calories. Be sure the green beans 
are fresh, not canned. Frozen green 
beans are fine.

Brussel Sprouts – You yourself 
may be turning your nose up at the 
thought of brussel sprouts but your 
dog will like them. Limit the number 
you give them so they don’t get an 
upset gastric system (if you know 
what we mean) but one or two a day 
is just fine and they will enjoy them.

Cucumbers – Cucumber slices may 
be a little messy because of the juice 
but they are a great treat for your 
dog. The calorie count is extremely 
low. Chilled cucumber slices on a hot 
day are refreshing to your dog. 

Celery – Celery is virtually no calo-
ries and offers your dog something to 
chew. It is a good idea to be with your 
dog as he chews his celery. It is safe 
for them to eat but keep an eye out 
for those stringy parts that we even 
sometimes get. Make sure it all goes 
down.

HARMFUL GREEN FOOD FOR YOUR 
DOG:

Not all green is good when it comes 
to feeding it to your dog. Here are a 
few food items that are not good for, 
or can even be harmful to, your dog:

Avocados – There is a chemical in 
avocados called persin which is toxic 
to dogs. Better to stay away from 
them in general.

Grapes – What harm could a little 
grape do? Probably nothing but why 
risk it? Grapes have been known to 
cause kidney damage in dogs. One 
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Pilot wearing her Irish finery

Bow-Tie wants one more word on 
the subject of Saint Patrick’s Day and 
its associated traditions:

The Shamrock which is always plen-
tiful on this holiday is toxic to cats 
and dogs. If you bring shamrocks into 
the house please be sure to keep the 
plant away from your beloved cats 
and dogs. 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

grape may cause a reaction in your 
dog so best to stay away from them. 

Green tomatoes and associated 
green plant parts – If a tomato is ripe 
it poses no threat to a dog. However, 
the stems, leaves, and plant are toxic 
to dogs. They cause tomato poisoning 
in dogs. This could be very serious so 
keep your dog out of the tomatoes.

This beautiful "Jewell" is 11 years 
young. You can meet him at the 

Animal Refuge Center.



The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • March 2020 The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • March 2020
10 11

Want to be a big fish?

Advertise
in
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... and More!
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Are you covered for animal liability under your Homeowner’s policy?

The Scoop on Litter
 By Tabby, Cat Columnist for The Pet Gazette

Dear Tabby

Dear Tabby,
Help! After many happy years 

of familiar litter, my human has 
started buying any old stuff that’s 
“on special.” Some of this stuff 
smells strange; others don’t feel 
good under my delicate paws. I’ve 
tried talking loudly when I’m in 
that awful box, but I’m ignored. I’m 
temped to leave a symbol of my 
discontent where my human will 
find it. Unpleasant stuff. What else 
can I do?

Sincerely, 
Marking Time in Matlacha

Dear Marking,
It is difficult for Tabby to contem-

plate a world in which litter boxes 
did not exist. However, cat litter has 
been around for only a half cen-
tury or so, ever since a man named 
Ed Lowe reportedly gave a bag of 
industrial absorbent to a neighbor 
with a housebound cat. Now, the 
cat-litter business (in the US alone) 
accounts for more than $700 million 
a year. 

Slide this page over by your 
box, dear Marking, and leave a 
little “marker” right by this article. 
Maybe your human will get the 
message.

When choosing litter, there are 
two creatures who must be satis-
fied, you and your beloved feline 
companion. You both want an effec-
tive, absorbent material with good 
odor control, yet there are so many 
choices nowadays! Box fillers are 
made from newspaper, wood chips, 
wheat, corn, soybeans, and even al-
falfa sprouts! Still, the majority are 
made from an absorbent clay base, 
in two types: the “original” gravel-
like litters and the finer, sand-like 
(also called clumping) litters.

Gravel-like litter actually is made 
of natural, dried clay, often with 

added dust-controlling and deodor-
izing agents. While this type of litter 
might seem less expensive than 
others, you must dump the entire 
contents of the box at least once 
a week (more often if you have 
several cats). So, while it may seem 
cheap, the frequency of replace-
ment will affect your overall cost.

Sand-Like litter is made from 
highly absorbent clay mixes which 
often contain sodium bentonite, an 
especially absorbent type of clay. 
When liquid, such as a cat’s urine, 
hits sand-like litter, it soaks into the 
granules, which clump into “scoop-
able” balls. So, instead of emptying 
the entire contents of the litter box, 
you need only remove the clumps 
and waste each day with a slotted 
scoop, and just add a little fresh lit-
ter as needed. Because you dispose 
of less litter, you buy less.

The more absorbent litters provide 
more effective odor control, since 
less-absorbent litters don’t readily 
absorb urine, so it  pools in the bot-
tom of the box. Then it evaporates 
into the air as an odorous gas or it 
acts as a host for odor-generating 
bacteria.Though scented products 
may seem like a good choice, they 
may actually deter your cat from 
using her box. Either she doesn’t 
like the scent, or the scent masks 
unpleasant smells, so you don’t 
change the litter as often. A dirty, 
smelly box is offensive to most cats 
and can lead to litter-box avoidance.

If your cat suddenly begins to 
urinate and/or defecate outside 
its box, she may have a medical or 
behavioral problem unrelated to 
the litter. You can try a change in 
litter, but if she doesn’t resume her 
normal litter-box routine within a 
couple of days, consult your veteri-
narian.

Hope this helps.
Your friend, Tabby

Dear Tabby dictates this column to 
her exceptionally patient human at The 
Pet Gazette. Remember, clean cat litter 
daily — it only takes a minute and your 
cat will thank you.

Pets Welcome!

By Valerie LaBoy, Pet-Friendly Realtor®

Valerie LaBoy is a Broker Associate at 
Weichert Realtors Gulf Coast Group in 
Port Charlotte. She has run a school-
based pet shop and has been working 
in the animal health industry since the 
1980s. She can be reached at 941-564-
5020 or Valerie@FindMyLanai.com

No pets on the furniture! You’ll 
catch a disease — don’t let a pet 
touch your face! They will ruin your 
rest! Au contraire… According to a 
recent article posted online by Pet-
MD https://www.petmd.com/dog/
care/is-it-safe-to-sleep-with-pets, 
as long as a person is not immu-
nocompromised and the pet visits 
the veterinarian regularly, has no 
parasites, and is generally healthy, 
there are few instances of transmis-
sion. It also turns out that sleep-
ing with a pet is a very common 
practice and does not ruin your 
night’s rest. A Mayo Clinic study 
conducted in 2015 mostly among 
middle-aged women and reported 
in 2017, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
mayocp.2017.06.014, showed that 
having a pet in the room is not dis-
ruptive to sleep. 

Then there are the cute things 
they do: A friend’s cat sleeps next 
to her head on her pillow. When 
the cat wants her to wake up in 
the morning, she pats Kathy’s 
eyelids with her paw. My pug loves 
to burrow under the covers and 
cuddle next to me with just her 
head sticking out. Plus, her rhyth-
mic snoring is rather soothing and 
knocks me right out. Another friend 
is out working all day and does not 
spend much time with his pets. He 
finds sleeping together to be the 
“quality time” that they both enjoy. 
Of course, having a bed hog is a dif-
ferent matter. If your pet suddenly 
feels as though it has gained a hun-
dred pounds while leaning against 
you in the center of the bed, you 
might have to make other arrange-
ments, such as you going to sleep 
on the couch. 

Pets keep us warm when they 
cuddle with us, and being pack 
animals, dogs often huddle when 
they sleep. There is warmth and 
lack of vulnerability in a pack. Let’s 
be frank, no uninvited guest is com-
ing in when a four-legged advance-
warning-system is on the bed. 

You probably want to really be 
careful before allowing your pet to 
sleep with a small child, unless they 

are daily companions, the child is 
respectful of the pet, and the pet is 
not protective of toys or spaces. Af-
ter all, an animal is still an instinct-
driven being. 

There are a few downsides to 
having a bed buddy. If your pet is 
a big shedder, you might not enjoy 

ATTENTION
HUMANS
Your cat’s 
litter is no 

laughing 
matter.

waking up in their little 
nest. (Isn’t there a lint 
lifter for that?) Sometimes 
a pet can be disruptive; 
for example, if they need 
to circle a lot before 
settling down, or if they 
keep getting up to roam 
or get water. An article 
from Psychology Today 
magazine https://www.
psychologytoday.com/us/
blog/canine-corner/201709/should-
you-let-your-dog-sleep-in-bed-you 
states that one downside of having 
a pet sleep with you is that it could 
disturb your human partner. Oh 
come on, do I have to choose?

APRIL

25 & 26
APRIL

25 & 26

Do You Love Having a 
Bed Buddy?
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Charlotte & Sarasota Counties Shutterbug
Patty Stefan

www.pattystefan.comShutterbug
Kiwanis Park, Port Charlotte

Lenny and Debbie DelVecchio are out for a walk on a 
refreshing winter day. Their adorable 2-year-old Shih Tzu, 
Brady, looks like he's used to having his picture taken. Smile 
for the camera, Brady!

Look at this 
beautiful girl! 
Bridget is a 
12-year-old 
Dalmation 
and still looks 
like a pup!

Fred 
Grant's 
best 
friend is a 
gorgeous 
Pitbull 
named 
Roxy. She's 
2 years old 
and was 
adopted 
from AWL. 

Bob Fyfe 
is enjoying 
Woodmere 
Dog Park 
with his 
pal, Baby 
Boy, a 
7-year-old 
Shih Tzu. 

John  
Nicholson 
is heading 
into Wood-
mere Dog 
Park with 
Molly, his 
10-month-
old Aussie 
and Brittany 
mix. Molly 
is a great 
breed mix 
— smart and 
beautiful.

Bell Tower Yappy Hour: 
 

Second Friday of every month
6:00pm-8:00pm

Daniels Parkway & US 41

Bring your pooch to Bell Tower Shops 
for Yappy Hour, where you can meet 
adoptable dogs, sip on cold refresh-

ments from the outdoor bar and listen 
to live music with your four-legged 

friend. Enjoy an evening of music and 
finish the night at one of eight pet 

friendly restaurants within the center. 

This is a free event open to the public 
with proceeds from the event to benefit 

the Gulf Coast Humane Society. 

Come to Scotty's Bierwerks to help The 
Gulf Coast Humane Society with their

mission of caring for SWFL's furry friends!

The Gulf Coast Humane Society is a non-profit animal welfare 
organization that provides refuge, medical care, and is a

facilitating adoptive home.

Join us for live music from Deven Starr 6-9, food trucks, craft 
beer, and raffles to help support this amazing cause. 

All proceeds from raffles go to the Gulf Coast Humane Society.

901 E Industrial Circle, Cape Coral
239-888-5482

Allen 
Sheffler 
is out in 
Venice 
with 
Tara, his 
adorable 
7-year-old 
Terrier 
mix. He 
looks like 
a proud 
dad!

It's a girls' day out for Holly and Liberty Squires and their 
Dachshund mix, 6-year-old Lilly. It looks like these three 
beautiful girls are having a great time. 

Tara's so darn cute she rated a picture all her own!

Baby Boy looks more like a puppy than a 7-year-
old, and he's pretty darn cute.

Woodmere Dog Park, Venice
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My name 
is Lyla. I’m 
a 13-year-
old Pointer 
Mix. I'm 
a quiet, 
dainty girl. 
Since I am 
a senior, I 
don't have 
all of the 

energy that I once did. I weigh 55 lbs, 
and am house trained. I love cats and I 
am comfortable around children.

Ruby aka 
Lizzie is one 
of the Loui-
siana rescue 
dogs. She is 
now 4 years 
old. Ruby is a 
spayed female, 
terrier mix and 
30 pounds. She 
knows some 
commands. 

Ruby is a little shy and doesn’t tolerate 
small children. 

Nino is a 
3-year-old 
terrier mix. 
He’s a little 
shy at first, 
but once 
he starts 
trusting, he 
becomes a 
big teddy 
bear! 

Looking 
for a bonded 
pair? Look 
no further! 
Panda and 
Bear would 
love to live 
together 
furever! 
Currently in 
foster, these 
brothers are available to meet given no-
tice. To schedule an appointment please 
contact the shelter at (941) 625-6720.

Falco is looking for a 
VERY special adopter. 
He has some neu-
rological issues that 
make him an unusual 
kitten. He is quite 
content to run and 
play in his own little 
world. We are unsure 
of the amount of eyesight he has; he 
runs like the wind and can only be held 
for a short time. But he is a perfectly 
happy dude… and we have all fallen in 
love with him… unique little guy! He 
eats, drinks, and uses his litter box!

18 The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net •February 2014

Adoption fees are $75 for dogs and $65 for 
cats and $6 for cats over 6 years old. Pets 
come fully vaccinated and spayed/neutered. 
Dogs also come with four free training 
lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9’s. Pets 

also come with one month free pet insurance. Adoption hours are noon to 4pm 
Wednesdays-Sundays. The Animal Refuge Center is located at 18011 Old Bayshore 
Road N. Ft Myers Florida. For further information on any of our pets visit our web-
site www.animalrefugecenter.com or call (239) 731-3535.
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Gulf Coast Humane Society 
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              (239) 332-0364
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           Come to the Gulf Coast  
                Humane Society to  
               spend time with these  
             cats and dogs today!

See a pet you'd like to meet? 

6781 San Casa Drive

Englewood, FL 34224

941.474.7884

www.humane.org

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
        3519 Drance Street • Port Charlotte, FL 33980 

(941) 625-6720 • www.awlshelter.org
All of our animals are micro chipped, spayed or neutered, and are current with their 

shots prior to adoption, including rabies. Please pay a visit to our shelter and help bright-
en the lives of our numerous homeless pets that are waiting to be adopted.

We are open from 10am to 4pm seven days a week. Like us on Facebook at AWL Pets.  
 
To view more of our  adoptable pets, please visit our website at www.awlshelter.org.
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My name is 
Rocky. I’m an 
7-month-old 
Black Mouth 
Cur mix. I'm still 
a pup and grow-
ing and right 
now I weigh 35 
lbs. I'm great 
with people and 
a total attention 
seeker. I have 

been learning the basics and doing well 
with potty training and crate training.

Wesker is 
a 2-year-old 
terrier/lab mix. 
Wesker came 
from a not-so-
good home life, 
but his trust in 
people never 
wavered and all 
he wants is love 
and care! He will 
win your heart 
over quickly!18 The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net •February 2014
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Come to the Gulf Coast Humane Society to spend time 
with these dogs and cats today! 

Gulf Coast Humane Society
2010 Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916 

Tel. (239) 332- 0364
www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org

6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
www.humane.org

    Adoption fees are $75-$150 for dogs/
puppies and $25-$85 for cats. Pets 
come fully vaccinated, spayed/neu-
tered, and micro-chipped with one 
month of free health insurance. Dogs 
also come with 4 free basic obedi-
ence lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9. 

Adoption hours are 11am to 4pm Wednesday - Sunday. The Animal Refuge Cen-
ter is located at 18011 Old Bayshore Road in N. Fort Myers. 
    For further information on any of our 350+ pets visit our website at www.
animalrefugecenter.com or call 239-731-3535. Like us on Facebook at Animal 
Refuge Center or Lily and ARC.
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Contact the shelter to the left of the photo!

My name 
is Crouton. 
I’m a 4-year-
old Domestic 
Shorthair. 
Some have de-
scribed me as 
being a comi-
cal cat. Who 
couldn't use a 
little of that in 
their life? I am 

a lap cat and you better believe I will be 
parking it right there for my loving.

My name 
is Robin. I’m 
a 1-year-old 
Domestic 
Medium hair. 
I had a rough 
start being left 
outside all by 
myself with no 
protection and 
no mother! But 

that's ok because I know I am going to 
find the best home now that I am safe 
and with people who care about me.

My name 
is Christ-
mas. I’m a 
5-year-old 
Domestic 
Shorthair. 
We can 
celebrate 
the holidays 
every day if 
I'm around. 

I'm friendly, mellow but playful. Mostly 
I am relaxing and looking to be petted. I 
like other cats and small dogs.

My name 
is Blue. I’m a 
10-year-old Aus-
tralian Shepherd 
mix. I am house 
trained and re-
ally great with my 
basic commands! 
I'm a well-man-
nered boy but I 
am fearful in this 

environment and need people who will 
be patient with me. I am full grown and 
weigh 40 lbs.

Scooter is a 5-year-old domestic 
shorthair. Just look at that adorable 
face!

Theo is a 
1-year-old 
medium 
hair do-
mestic. 
Theo is a 
friendly 
and lovable 
cat! He will 
be a furev-
er home 
partner! 

Sinbad is 
a 5-year-old 
terrier mix. Are 
you looking for 
a new friend 
to enjoy walks, 
deep conversa-
tions, and fun 
times? This pup 
could be the 
one for you! 

Sinbad looks at you with that wrinkled 
forehead and those golden eyes and ap-
pears to be saying “Tell me all about it.”

Momma 
Dog is a 
very active 
three-
year-old. 
She is very 
sweet and 
loves to 
run and 
play. She is 
housebro-

ken and loves attention. She has been 
at the shelter for 3 months and doesn’t 
seem to mind other pets.

My name is 
Shane. I don’t like 
to brag, but I’m a 
volunteer favorite. 
I can show off my 
good looks and 
wonderful person-
ality and make all 
your friends jeal-
ous. I am great on 
a leash, housebro-

ken, and super friendly. I can’t wait to get 
out of the shelter and have the chance to 
win over my new family.

Meet 
4-year-old 
Little Dog! 
He is such 
a good boy. 
Loves to 
play and run 
around the 
play yard. 
Come meet 
him today at 
the Animal 
Welfare 
League.

Five is a 10-year-old short hair do-
mestic. Five is a super senior who loves 
cuddles and long naps. 

Meet Roo. He is an 8-year-old black 
and white kitty that loves to play.  
Roo is up-to-date on his shots and 
will be micro chipped in your name as 
part of the low adoption fee.

Cleo is a very calm and affectionate 
girl. She loves people and attention and 
will meow for more. She enjoys being 
gently brushed and especially loves 
playing with her Cat Dancer toy. Oh, 
and she asks that you slowly introduce 
her to other cats.

Black Jack is 
a 3-year-old, 
neutered 
male kitty. He 
has personal-
ity plus and 
the wonder-
ful personal-
ity of Black 
cats. Jack will 
be your new 
best friend 
before you 
know it. 
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145 W. Dearborn Street  

in Englewood

 941-681-3877
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www.EARSAnimalRescue.com

EARS cats can be seen in our open cat room. No cages, and chairs to sit on. 
Come visit and enjoy the animals.

Walter is an 
almost 9-year-old 
Hound mix. He 
was found tied to 
a tree and left to 
starve. Because 
he needed heart-
worm treatment, 
his only option 
was for a private shelter to pull him so 
we did. Walter is such a great dog and 
needs a family who will assure him he 
will never be tied to a tree and left to die 
ever again. Do you have the kind of love 
that Walter deserves?

Arthur is a 
1-year-old Mastiff 
mix. He has 
been treated 
and cleared for 
heartworms and 
is looking forward 
to being an active 
family dog once 
more. This big 
boy is 75 pounds 
so recommended 
for a home with 
teenagers! 

Addy is a Lab 
mix and is looking 
for a foster home. 
She had surgery to 
repair a ruptured 
abdomen but is on 
oral chemo. ARC 
would cover all the 
cost of her meds 

and food but she really needs a home 
with no pets so she can have as stress-
free an environment as possible while 
under chemo. It takes a really special 
compassionate person to care for a spe-
cial needs pup but Addy is worth it! 

Buddy is 
a 5-year-old 
kitty with the 
most amazing 
green eyes! 
He enjoys 
other cats so 
adding him to 
a pet house-
hold would 
not bother 
Buddy at all. 

This mellow fellow would make a great 
friend! 

Acacia is 
almost 3 years 
old and look-
ing for a home 
with no young 
children. While 
she enjoys 
the company 
of other cats, 
children are a 
little too active 

for her nature! A quiet home where she 
could lounge in a basket or the end of the 
couch would suit her just fine! 

Felix is a 
10-year-old and 
a prime example 
of a cat that 
hopes someone 
is not fixated on 
“age.” He has a 
lot of good years 
left that he’d 

love to spend in a home! Felix does need 
one thing, Purina Urinary tract food. Un-
less you have another cat at home on the 
same diet it would be best for Felix to be 
the only cat to keep him in top condition!

Kimber 
is a young 
spayed female 
Torti cat. She 
would love 
to meet you. 
She is friendly 
and can be 
seen in the 
EARS open 
cat room on 
Dearborn.  

Lil’Bit is a 
3-year-old, 
spayed 
female, 
Terrier Mix. 
She weighs 
35 pounds. 
Lil’Bit is 
housebro-
ken, crate 
trained, and 
very friendly.

Poppy is a 
10-month-
old yellow 
Lab mix. She 
is a spayed 
female and 
loves kids 
and other 
dogs. Poppy 
know some 
commands. 
Very friendly 
and affec-
tionate.
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Dog Grooming. What Really Happens?
Where Do I Take My Dog for Grooming? Part 7

 By Vicki DeAtley

Shampoo

Owners have a variety of good 
choices when deciding on where 
to take their dog for grooming. The 
basic types of grooming shops are 
corporate stores, independent shops, 
mobile dog groomers, and home 
groomers. Each type of environment 
offers different advantages for the 
dogs and the owners. 

Corporate Grooming Stores
Corporate stores like PetSmart usu-

ally have training programs for their 
groomers. This means your groomer, 
at minimum, had a structured, em-
ployer-provided education on groom-
ing and safety. In general, groomers 
may be self-taught, corporate trained, 
trained on the job, or grooming 
school graduates. The requirements 
for groomers vary by state and loca-
tion. Currently in Florida, there are 
no state government requirements 
to prove groomers’ competency or 
training to groom. 

Some corporate locations will also 
have a veterinarian in the same 
facility where your dog is being 
groomed. So, if your dog happens to 
have a medical issue like seizures or 
breathing problems there is usually 
someone close by who can help in 
a medical crisis. Corporate salons 
usually offer a glass viewing window 
where you can watch your dog being 
groomed which offers a sense of en-
tertainment as well as security. There 
are usually consistent safety and 
sanitation procedures at corporate 
salons, as well. 

Corporate grooming salons may not 
be ideal for dogs that are aggressive, 

fearful, or over-excited around other 
dogs as they will be exposed to other 
pets. Also, your dog may not get the 
same groomer each time they are 
groomed, making it hard for your dog 
to bond with their groomer. Some 
corporate salons may not offer the 
personal relationship with the groom-
er that other grooming environments 
offer. 

Private Grooming Shops
Private grooming salons vary 

greatly, depending on the store. 
Some salons do “cattle calls” where 
all dogs are dropped off in the morn-
ing and picked up later in the day no 
matter what time the appointment 
is. This means less distractions for 
the groomers during the day so the 
groomer can focus on your dog. Yet, 
it also means your dog may be caged 
all day for an hour-long appointment. 
Sometimes your dog may be cage-
dried at a shop, which, if not done 
correctly, can have the risk of over-
heating a dog. 

Some private shops have you drop 
your dog off at your appointment 
time and call you to pick up your 
dog when ready. Other shops offer 
more of a “dog park environment” 
where dogs can intermingle and play 
in an open area while waiting to be 
groomed. This can be a fun experi-
ence for the dog, as some dogs, 
particularly young dogs, can’t wait to 
go to the groomer’s when a playdate 
is also included! Still, there is a small 
risk of infection or dog injuries from 
rough play or fights. Private shops of-
ten offer talented, dedicated groom-
ers that provide exceptional service 
and grooming as grooming is their 
passion as well as their income. Ask if 
you can briefly tour their shop so you 
can see how clean the shop is and 
what the general atmosphere is. 

Mobile Grooming 
Mobile groomers drive their salons 

on wheels to your home! Wouldn’t 
that be great if your hairdresser did 
that as well? Mobile grooming offers 
the following advantages:  

• Your dog is only away from you for 
a short time

• Convenience for the owner
• No car rides
• No cages  
• No unfamiliar dogs, so there is no 

extra barking, potential fighting, or 
unhealthy exposure to sick animals 

• Individual and uninterrupted at-
tention to your dog

• Eliminates risks of cage drying
• You know the groomer
A disadvantage may be that mobile 

grooming vans don’t have view-
ing windows with employees and 
customers watching how your dog 
is being treated. Yet, mobile groom-
ing offers a private, calm, peaceful, 
and relaxing environment for your 
dog with little distraction for the dog 
and groomer. Asking if your mobile 
groomer video records their grooms 
can help reduce safety concerns. 
Being a mobile groomer myself, I 
would say a disadvantage of mobile 
grooming can sometimes be that 
many mobile groomers like myself 
mainly work alone. For instance, 
some dogs — like puppies or difficult 
dogs — do better for things like nail 
trims or getting their heads trimmed 
when there is an extra set of hands to 
help. Yet, older dogs or even young 
dogs that like your undivided atten-
tion thrive in this one-on-one setting! 
Also, mobile groomers may limit the 
weight of dogs they take due to space 
restrictions or the difficulty of lifting 
heavy dogs alone. Be sure to ask 
your mobile groomer if their unit has 
heated water and air conditioning as 
most have this. Your mobile groomer 
should be willing to allow you to see 
the inside of their vans to get an idea 
of cleanliness and equipment. 

Home Grooming
Home grooming is where a groomer 

comes into your home to bathe and 
groom your dog using their equip-
ment but your facilities. There are a 
couple of benefits to home groom-
ing. The owner can see everything 
that is being done with their dog. The 
dog feels comfortable because it is 

at home. The pet is not exposed to 
other dogs. It can be entertaining to 
watch and talk to your groomer. 

The main disadvantage of home 
grooming would be the mess. Home 
groomers will use the owner’s sink 
or bathroom to bathe the dog. Also, 
when blow drying and clipping the 
dog’s hair, it is difficult to contain 
the flying fur inside the customer’s 
home! 

In Conclusion
There are a variety of options for 

the pet owner and their four-legged 
friend. Besides the options above, 
dogs can also be groomed at board-
ing facilities for convenience and vet 
offices for safety. Also, owners will 
find that their dog’s grooming needs 
may change with time. For instance, 
a dog that used to like going to the 
shop to play with other dogs when 
they were younger may prefer mobile 
or home grooming as the dog gets 
older. 

When choosing a grooming loca-
tion, weigh the benefits discussed 
above and then ask yourself what 
environment would your dog most 
enjoy? Remember, groomers work 
with sharp objects around your dog. 
It is much safer to groom a happy, re-
laxed dog than a dog that is nervous 
and jumpy; and safety is the most 
important part of grooming!

Wild Things
Students from The Immokalee Foundation 

Visit the Shy Wolf Sanctuary in Naples

The Immokalee Foundation visit was 
especially eye-opening and impactful 
for the students interested in working 
with animals in their future. Some of 
the students who attended want to 
become veterinarians or zoologists, 
and this trip was an experience that 
will help make them more assertive 
on their career pathways.

The visit was made possible by 
foundation benefactors Harry and 
Mary Ann Debes. “Our students had 
a wonderful experience thanks to 
the Debes’ generosity,” said Noemi 
Y. Perez, president and CEO of The 
Immokalee Foundation. “We thank 
the team at Shy Wolf for being so ac-
commodating and providing excellent 
presentations.”

The Immokalee Foundation pro-
vides a range of education programs 
that focus on building pathways to 
professional careers through support, 
mentoring and tutoring, and life skills 
development leading to economic in-
dependence. To learn more about The 
Immokalee Foundation, becoming a 
mentor, its signature events, volun-
teering as a career panel speaker or 
host, making a donation, including the 
foundation in your estate plans, or for 
additional information, call 239-430-
9122 or visit https://immokaleefoun-
dation.org.

Vicki DeAtley is the owner and groomer 
of Happy Hour Mobile Dog Groom-
ing, www.happyhourdoggrooming.
com at 941-769-5768 serving Port Char-
lotte and the 10-mile surrounding area. 
Before grooming, Vicki spent 20 years 
as a pharmacist which helps her bring a 
unique approach to quality and safety 
while working with dogs.

Twenty Immokalee Foundation students enjoyed an educational visit to the Shy Wolf 
Sanctuary underwritten by foundation benefactors Harry and Mary Ann Debes.

Twenty students with The Immo-
kalee Foundation recently visited 
the Shy Wolf Sanctuary Education & 
Experience Center in Naples, which 
provides sanctuary and rehabilitation 
services to unreleasable wild and 
captive-bred exotic animals, including 
wolves and wolfdogs. During their ex-
perience, students learned about and 
interacted with some of the reserve’s 
more than 60 animal residents.

“Many people believe that we are 
about rescuing animals only,” said 
Deanna L. Deppen, executive direc-
tor of the Shy Wolf Sanctuary. “While 
that is the foundation of our organi-
zation, we have always been about 
sharing the animals and their stories 
with our community and, especially, 
with groups of children who might 
otherwise never meet these animals.”

Shy Wolf Sanctuary works to 
educate the public about the need 
to provide a home for the animals it 
serves. Wolfdogs, for example, are 
generally considered unadoptable by 
domestic animal services. More than 
80 active volunteers help care for the 
resident animals housed throughout 
the two-plus-acre property. Visits to 
the sanctuary are by appointment 
only and are limited to small groups 
for a better experience. To learn 
more about Shy Wolf Sanctuary, visit 
https://shywolfsanctuary.org.

The Immokalee Foundation student, Joel 
Guerrero, visits with a resident wolf at

Shy Wolf Sanctuary.

Clara is a New Guinea Singing Dog 
one of the rarest canines in the world.

Jena is a 
beautiful 
Wolfdog.

Hopa, which in Lakota means 
handsome, is a Wolfdog.

Cimarron - Florida Panther, 
Puma, Cougar, Catamount, Painter, 

Screamer, Mountain Lion…all de-
scribe the same impressive cat.

Bob Leo is a 
beautiful and 
sweet bobcat.

Chatima is a wolf 
with a curious, but 
friendly disposition. 
She will roll over at 
any time for a good 
tummy rub… for 
volunteers she knows.

Mission: Shy Wolf Sanctuary 
Education & Experience Center’s 
mission is to heal hearts and minds 
through Rescue, Sanctuary, and 
Education.

Vision: Shy Wolf Sanctuary is 
expanding as an internationally-
recognized sanctuary that is 
revolutionizing captive animal care 
and education, while providing a 
place of hope and healing for all 
that enter our gates.

Through animal encounters and 
immersive educational programs, 
we will inspire visitors to take on-
going action to protect wildlife, our 
sensitive environment, as well as 
spreading kindness and compas-
sion to our greater community.
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You could be in a park or in a city, 
or maybe even the swampy areas 
of south and SW Florida, when you 
hear an orchestra of noise flying 
above your head or coming from 
the trees. There may be squawks or 
screams or chirps — none sound-
ing like any bird you’ve ever heard 
— but be assured it is a bird and 
could very well be a parrot. Due to 
the rampant release of pet par-
rots when people tire of the noise, 
mess, and/or high level of care, 
parrots have become an invasive 
species in south and southwest 
Florida. As beautiful as they are, 
and as noisy as they can be, they 
should not be in our ecosystem 
competing with our native and 
migratory birds for nesting space 
and food. Due to Florida’s warm, 
humid climate, these tropical birds 
can and do thrive in flocks all over 
south Florida. In fact, 30 species 
have been identified in the wilds of 
Florida. Right here in Punta Gorda 
at Gilchrist Park you may see flocks 
of Monk Parakeets, better known as 
Quaker parrots, with their com-
pact green bodies, gray chests, and 
brilliant blues in the primary wing 
feathers. They have become a com-
mon sight all over Florida.

Quakers are not the only parrots 
you will see in wild flocks in Florida. 
Some of the wild parrot flocks are 
thought to have come about due 
to Hurricane Andrew’s destruction 
of private aviaries and zoo aviaries, 
but most are due to the negligent 
release of pet birds. There are 
now so many wild flocks reproduc-
ing that poaching has become a 
problem as well, especially in south 
Florida. On the southeast coast of 
Florida nests are being robbed of 
babies and eggs by poachers and 
being sold in the pet trade. Babies 
and adults both are being injured, 
disabled, and killed due to human 
greed.

These wild flocks of exotic birds 
survive by eating nuts, fruit, seeds, 
grain, leaf buds, insects, flowers, 
and garden vegetables. Not only do 
they compete with native wildlife 
for nesting spots and food, but 
they have been known to become 
a threat to crops in other states, 
and damaging to power lines and 
other structures. Quaker parrots 
are illegal to possess in some states 
because of the damage caused by 
their wild relatives.

There is never a need to release a 
pet parrot into the wild. Call a par-
rot rescue or Florida Wildlife Con-
servation Commission has Amnesty 
Days where they will take unwanted 
exotic animals with no questions 
asked and find homes for them with 
approved adopters.

Flocks of species seen to live and 
reproduce in southern Florida:

Rose-winged Parakeet, White-
front Amazon, Double Yellowhead 
Amazon, Red-Lore Amazon, Blue 
and Gold Macaws, Quaker parrots, 
Nancy Conures, Mealy Amazons, 
Blue Crown Conures, Budgies, Sun 
Conures, and Mitered Conures. 
Sadly, the list may continue to grow. 

I want to emphasize, most birds 
turned loose outside do NOT 
survive as they do not know how 
to find food or shelter and are 
usually quickly killed by predators. 
These flocks have developed over 
the years from the lucky ones who 
survived.

Wild Parrots in SW Florida
By Pam Hill

Wing Tips!

Pam Hill is president of Parrot Outreach Society, 1205 Elizabeth St., Punta Gorda. She 
has been rescuing birds for over ten years and has had companion parrots for over 25 
years. Visit www.parrotoutreachsociety.org.

POPEYE
Popeye is a 1-eyed, Double Yellow-

head Amazon. He has a moderate 
vocabulary and loads of personal-
ity! It takes him awhile to trust be-
cause of his vision loss. He needs to 
be approached from his right side 
always, so that he can see you com-
ing toward him. This is about the 
only “special need” he has due to his 
vision loss. His left eye was removed 
and the area was sutured closed so 
no special care is required.

1205 Elizabeth St, Suite I, Punta Gorda

941-347-8876

Advertise!

The Pet Gazette
Kathie@FloridaPet.net

It Works.
Only $35
a month

28540 Bermont Road • Punta Gorda

Adorable Dogs Pet Motel
Your Pet’s Favorite Vacation Spot

Grooming & Boarding
Indoor Outdoor Runs

(941) 637-9888

2017
Readers’ Choice Award

Best of Charlotte
Pet Grooming & Pet Boarding

2018

28540 Bermont Road • Punta Gorda

Adorable Dogs Pet Motel

Reader’s Choice  
#1 Pet Grooming

Your Pet’s Favorite Vacation Spot

Grooming & Boarding
Indoor Outdoor Runs

(941) 637-9888

Gazette Directory



The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • March 2020
20


