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For People who LOVE PETS!

THE PARTY ANIMAL (Happy New  Year!)
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941-330-7898 • www.FloridaPet.net

Kathie Lynch, Publisher  •  kathie@floridapet.net

Please support the people who 
make this magazine possible. 

Tell our advertisers, 

    "I saw you in The Pet Gazette!"

You have to agree, our cover girl, Silver, is beautiful as well as festive. Silver 
is a blue merle Cardigan Welsh Corgi. She is a certified therapy dog and 
enjoys going to local retirement communities to provide smiles and joy. 
She loves going to the beach to ride the waves. You’re also likely to see her 

around town on adventures with her mom.

— Nancy Colby, Artist & Special Needs
Animal Advocate

This Month's Cover

Specialized 
veterinary care 

for your cat!

$20
DISCOUNT

on the initial exam 
for all new clients

3135 Bobcat Village Center Rd, North Port

NOW OPEN!     941-200-5779House Calls Available!     941-200-5779

2695 Tamiami Trail • Suite B • Port Charlotte, Florida 33952

VETERINARY CARE
• Preventative Care • Surgery 

• Dentistry • In-Home Euthanasias
• House Calls

DISCOUNTED BLOODWORK 
• Wednesdays for dogs

• Thursdays for cats

New Clients Welcome 

941-766-8555
lovingpawsah.com

Perhaps it's also a time of solitude. "Huh?," 
you say, "But I have holiday parties and Christ-
mas shopping and tree trimming. And gift 
wrapping. No time for solitude."

Your animal companions see the hustle and 
bustle, the stress and aggravation. They don't 
understand why their beloved humans are so 
unhappy. Yeah, unhappy. And they are so sad. 

Do your pets get lost in the holiday shuffle? Sure, you buy them gifts, but 
do they get your attention? They watch you whiz past. What would they 
put on their Christmas list? Maybe loving time with their humans? 

Enjoy your holiday parties and shopping and the rest that Christmas 
brings your way, but take time for that most precious gift — the love of a 
special animal. You've got the time, if you choose, and your dog or cat or 
bird will return more love than you can give. It will sooth them. And you.

Step back from the crazy and imagine an evening curled up at home, 
snuggled with your favorite furry elf. Turn off the TV. Shut down the com-
puter. And, yes, turn off the phone. Enjoy the most wonderful time of the 
year. Give your pets what they desire 
most. You. 

“Stocking Stuffer” by Nancy Colby
This is a really cute image but not 

a cute idea. We would all love to 
find this stocking-stuffer cutie on 
Christmas morning but read the 
article on page 8 and do the right 
thing. An after-Christmas adoption 
is a great idea! When the holidays 
are over and the chaos ends go to 
a local shelter and adopt a wonder-
ful new family member for the new 
year. 

Merry Christmas! 
from 

Nancy Colby
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     In Fine Fettle

By Dr. Dan Bowen, DVM

We all love our pets so much that 
we have them spayed (females) or 
neutered (males). We do this not 
only to prevent unwanted puppies 
and kittens from being born, but 
to diminish or even eliminate the 
possibility of certain diseases of the 
reproductive tract. Unfortunately, 
not all pets get spayed or neutered. 
Certainly, those used for breeding 
remain intact during their breed-
ing years. Hopefully, the breeders 
will have them ‘fixed’ once their 
breeding life is over. Many dogs 
and cats that are shown are intact 
during their performance years. 
Again, they are usually spayed or 

neutered once their time in the 
show ring is over. Feral cats and 
dogs don’t usually get spayed or 
neutered unless a humane group 
makes an effort to capture them 
and then release them again after 
their surgery. Spayed or neutered 
feral animals do, however, make 
up a very small percentage of the 
total feral population. So, there is 
quite a large number of dogs and 
cats that go through much or all 
of their lives reproductively intact. 
This can lead to the development 
of several serious problems. Let’s 
discuss the male issues first since 
they’re easier. Then we’ll discuss 
the female reproductive tract.

The main concerns for a male dog 
are the testicles and prostate gland. 
Male cats don’t have a prostate 
gland but do develop issues due 
to not being neutered. Intact male 
cats can be much more aggressive 
than neutered cats and also display 
marking behaviors such as spraying 
urine or depositing feces on walls 

and other vertical surfaces. Very 
few people can tolerate an intact 
male cat in their house. 

Dogs can develop testicular 
cancer if left un-neutered. There 
are two types of testicular cancer, 
Leydig cell tumor and Sertoli cell 
tumor. Of course, the treatment is 
to castrate the dog, thereby remov-
ing the cancer with the testicles. 
Post-operative chemotherapy may 
also be considered. These tumors 
can spread to internal organs if left 
unchecked, so metastatic spread 
is a concern to rule out before sur-
gery is done. 

The prostate gland in the dog is 

subject to several diseases. In the 
neutered dog, the prostate atro-
phies to an extent and rarely causes 
any problem. In the intact male, the 
prostate can develop cancer. This 
is very serious because the pros-
tate gland is not easily removed 
in the dog. The prostate can also 
suffer from a disease called benign 
prostatic hypertrophy. A lot of men 
over 50 years of age can relate to 
this. The gland enlarges and may 
become sore. This makes it diffi-
cult to urinate because the urethra 
(the tube from the bladder to the 
outside) goes straight through the 
prostate. When the prostate en-
larges it squeezes the urethra. The 
bladder then has to work harder 
to empty the urine. Again this is 
treated by neutering the dog. The 
prostate can also become infected. 
Infection or inflammation of the 
prostate is called prostatitis and is 
very painful. The prostate sits just 
behind the bladder and can exert 
pressure on the bladder when it 

enlarges. This can result in more 
frequent urination. Infection can 
certainly spread from the bladder 
to the prostate or from the prostate 
to the bladder. Neutering and an-
tibiotics usually are curative. Male 
dogs can also develop a decreased 
sperm count due to infections, 
injuries, or from congenital diseases 
they are born with. This can make 
them unsuitable as stud dogs for 
breeding.

Female dogs and cats do have 
their own set of medical problems. 
We see issues with some of the 
female reproductive organs includ-
ing the ovaries and uterus, vagina, 
vulva, and mammary glands. 

The mammary glands in older 
female dogs and cats can develop 
tumors. Breast cancer can be local-
ized or involve more than one chain 
of mammary glands. This cancer 
can also spread to lymph nodes, 
and other internal organs. Females 
that are spayed before their first 
heat cycle have virtually no breast 
cancer. Breast cancer is treated with 
mastectomies +/- chemotherapy. 

Breast tissue can also become 
inflamed or infected. This is called 
mastitis. It usually occurs dur-
ing late pregnancy, but can occur 
anytime during the pregnancy, pre-
partum or post-partum. Mastitis 
can also be seen with cystic ovaries 
if they cause a false pregnancy. An-
tibiotics and good nursing care are 
the treatments of choice. Puppies 
and kittens may need to be bottle 
fed while the mastitis is treated.

The ovaries can also develop 
cancer, generally in older females. 
Again, spread of the cancer is 
looked for prior to spaying the 
patient. Ovarian cancer can be very 
aggressive and spread to other 
organs quickly. If no other cancer is 
found in other internal organs, an 
ovariohysterectomy can be cura-
tive. Post-operative chemotherapy 
may also be an option.

The uterus can present a couple 
of problems. The first is when a 
pregnant dog or cat is struggling 
to deliver a puppy or kitten, with 
little or no success. This is called 
dystocia and can quickly become a 
medical emergency. Often a fetus is 
not positioned in line with the birth 
canal. Possibly, two fetuses are try-
ing to enter the birth canal at the 
same time and have gotten stuck. 
If she has been having non-produc-
tive contractions for quite a while, 
the mother may have developed 
uterine inertia. A large part of the 
uterus is muscle. When it gets worn 

out it stops working. Once at the 
vet’s office the doctor may be able 
to stimulate contractions again or 
manipulate the position of the fetus 
closest to the birth canal. X-rays can 
help determine number of fetuses, 
fetal positions and help decide fur-
ther actions. Stimulation of contrac-
tions and manual manipulation of 
the fetuses by the doctor can often 
result in vaginal births. If this can’t 
be done due to malpositions or 
maternal disress, a C-section may 
be the next step.

Caesarian section is a surgical 
delivery of the puppies or kittens 
that can’t be born naturally. Under 
general anesthesia, the puppies 
or kittens and their placentas are 
removed one at a time. Attending 
technicians tie the umbilical cords, 
remove the membranes and stimu-
late the newborns to breath. After 
delivery of all the babies, the uterus 
is either sewn up securely or the 
new mom is spayed. The abdominal 
incision is closed and mother and 
kids all go home once everyone is 
awake and doing well.

A final problem of the uterus in 
intact females is called pyometra. 
This is basically a uterus filled with 
a very large amount of fluid, white 
blood cells, and often bacteria. It 
often arises from a cystic ovary 
remaining after a recent heat cycle. 
If the cervix is closed it is a ‘closed 
pyometra.’ If the cervix is open it 
is then an ‘open pyometra.’ With 
open pyometras there is dried or 
even wet smelly discharge around 
the vulva. Completely closed 
pyometras usually don’t have a 
discharge around the vulva. There 
is often a distended look to the 
abdomen. Either way the uterus is 
full of pus and the muscle becomes 
very thin. This is a risk for rupture 
so diagnosis of pyometra becomes 
a surgical emergency to remove the 
uterus and ovaries. Most patients 
require a day or two in the hospital 
on IV fluids and antibiotics. 

So the decision to leave a pet 
reproductively intact is a personal 
one, made by the owner for specific 
reasons. At least, it is good to know 
some of the potential problems 
that may come with that decision.

Dr. Dan Bowen graduated from Vet 
School at the University of Wisconsin 
in 1992. He then completed an intern-
ship at the Animal Emergency Center 
in Milwaukee. He owns the Animal 
Medical Clinic of Punta Gorda and can 
be reached at 941-639-9600.
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Cats  are among the world’s 
best  s leepers .  They s lumber 
away about  60 percent  of  their 
l ives… up to  16 hours  out  of 
every  24.  This  schedule means 
that  a  n ine-year-old  cat  has 
been awake for  only  about 
three years  of  i ts  l i fe! 

A  typica l  fe l ine day inc ludes 
over  15 hours  of  s leeping and 
dozing and four  to  s ix  hours 
of  grooming and play ing ,  with 
the rest  of  the day devoted to 
hunt ing ,  eat ing ,  and explor ing.

There are  three types  of 
adult  fe l ine s leep… the short 
nap,  the longer  l ight  s leep, 
and the deep s leep.

Per iods  of  l ight  s leep and 
deep s leep a l ternate.  When 
k i tty  sett les  down for  more 
than a  br ief  “catnap,”  the 
phase of  l ight  s leep lasts  for 
about  hal f  an hour.  He then 
exper iences  deep s leep for  s ix 
to  seven minutes.  Dur ing deep 
s leep,  the cat ’s  body re laxes, 
and he appears  to  be dream-
ing ( twitching and quiver ing) . 
In  humans,  th is  phase is  re-
ferred to  as  REM s leep (rap-
id  eye movement) .  After  the 
deep s leep,  the adult  cat  then 
returns  to  another  bout  of  30 
minutes  of  l ight  s leep unt i l  he 
eventual ly  wakes  up.

A napping cat  i s  on “radar 
patrol ,”  scanning the environ-
ment  for  any smal l  sound.  His 
very  keen senses  keep him 
alert  to  any changes in  the en-
v ironment when he is  in  l ight 
s leep phases.  Thus,  when you 
choose a  s i te  for  your  cat ’s 
bed,  keep in  mind his  need 
for  warmth and secur i ty. 
Look for  a  s i te  that  i s  h igh 
and protected.  I f  h is  nap-
ping p lace is  enclosed on 
at  least  three s ides,  he’ l l 
feel  re laxed and secure.  I f 
the enclosure has  a  top, 
he’ l l  feel  even safer.

Observers  have not-
ed that  the temperature 

of  the room determines  the 
s leeping cat ’s  body pos it ion. 
When the temperature is  less 
than 55 degrees  (not  that 
common in  our  area) ,  a  cat 
usual ly  cur ls  up with h is  head 
tucked into h is  body.  As  the 
temperature increases,  the 
cat ’s  s leeping pos it ion opens 
up.  At  over  70 degrees,  a  cat 
usual ly  l ies  uncur led with h is 
paws out  in  f ront . 

When a  cat  wakes,  he usu-
a l ly  takes  a  few minutes  to 
stretch and restore h is  c i rcu-
lat ion.  A  yawn or  two later, 
fo l lowed by a  quick  face wash, 
he’s  ready for  act ion.

I f  you have a  cat ,  chances 
are  very  good that  you have a 
cat  carr ier  to  transport  your 
cat .  Consider  a lso  us ing the 
carr ier  for  k i tty ’s  catnaps.  I f 
the carr ier  i s  padded with h is 
favor i te  b lanket ,  the fami l iar 
scent  wi l l  help  h im to accept 
i t ,  g iv ing h im plenty  of  oppor-
tunity  to  explore the cat  tax i 
before you have to  use i t  for 
transportat ion.  P lace i t  in  a 
room where k i tty  l ikes  to  hang 
out ,  and remove the door,  i f 
poss ib le.  Put  treats  or  favor-
i te  toys  ins ide,  and let  h im 
discover  i t  on h is  own.  Per-
haps he wi l l  f ind the carr ier 
su itable  for  h is  next  catnap. 
A  l i tt le  work ahead of  t ime 
wi l l  make the dreaded tr ip  to 
your  cat  c l in ic  eas ier,  and may 
provide the perfect  spot  for  a 
catnap!

Give your  cat  a  hug… but 
don’t  wake him up!

 PurrSnickitty

Cat Naps... 
or how a cat sleeps! 

by Kathie Lynch

Cemetery and Cremation Services
27200 Jones Loop Road  v  Punta Gorda, FL 33982

35 Years of Compassionate Care
Shows Our Dedication to the Families
We Serve and the Trust We have Built

PET HAVEN

Pre-planning
and Financing 

Available

941-637-0332
www.royalpalmmemorial.com

Cat Etiquette For A New Year
by Tabby

 ...Kindly  
 arrange 
 the sun so
 it falls upon
 me more
 evenly as 
I nap...

941-475-5402
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BOARDING
& GROOMING

for
Dogs & Cats

Critter Cottage is a full service boarding, grooming, and 
day-care center. We strive to provide a clean, healthy, 

happy environment for your pet’s stay.
Specializing in puppy & geriatric grooming and 

exclusive cat grooming.

941-475-5402
750 Morningside Drive, Englewood, FL 34223

www.crittercottage.net
ACCEPTING MEMBERSHIPS FOR OUR PRIVATE DOG PARK

Separate small dog & large dog yards, plus agility area
3 Acres for your dogs to play! Smaller playards included.

Healthy treats for 
your furry friends 
baked fresh onsite
ALL NATURAL • ORGANIC 
• BAKED FRESH ONSITE
• PET BIRTHDAY CAKES 

MADE TO ORDER!

All-Natural Flea & Tick Remedies
CBD Oils • Organic Bully Sticks • Pet Toys

Unique Gift Items for Pet Lovers

Lotsapaws3@yahoo.com • www.lotsapawsbarkery.com     
     SEE US ON FACEBOOK • FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

24901 Sandhill Blvd., Unit 4, Punta Gorda, FL 33983

Stephanie Schweikhard
Owner / Baker

941-249-9644

Reproductive System Maladies

D.N.D
Do Not Disturb

Awareness
The main complaint dog owners 

have during their walks
Many dog walkers get frustrated when people allow their kids or 
dogs — or even themselves — to interrupt the dog being walked. 
Most people don’t do this purposely, they just want to say, "hi!" 

but  they interrupt those trying to walk or train their dogs.
Executive Dog Training Inc. has come up with a solution — a 

bright orange slip-on webbing that goes over the leash.
 • The slip-on is very visible at the bottom of the leash. 

• It brings visual awareness not to disturb the dog. 
We urge everyone to please respect the dog and its walker.

Do not rush or disturb the dog, or ask first.
Presently made for ¾” leashes) 

Cost: $2.00/each

The D.N.D can be purchased at: 

Critter Cottage 
750 Morningside Drive in Englewood

or through 
www.executivedogtraining.com

941-447-8234

Contact Kathie Lynch 
941-330-7898 or Kathie@FloridaPet.net

We're looking for motivated, experienced
sales representatives.

Do you love companion animals? 
Do you enjoy interacting with a 

variety of peple?
Do you want to determine your

own level of success?

You may be the perfect fit!
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What is Dog Agility?
By Harry Kalajian, Executive Dog Training

Good Dog!

Boarding •Grooming • Daycare

239•936•1163
www.AcademyKennels.com

Like us on

Beds and Biscuits Pet Resort

2691 North Airport Rd.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Harry Kalajian, M.D.T., has over 
32 years of experience in all aspects 
of dog training. He is a behaviorist, 
ethologist, and psychologist. Harry is 
the owner of Executive Dog Training 
Inc., in Englewood. Contact him at 
http://www.executivedogtraining.
com/askq.php or call 941-447-8234.  

Agility is teaching a dog to scale 
and run through a variety of de-
signed obstacles.

Usually, standard agility courses 
are of simple obstacles, and once 
they learn they become more agile 
and more confident. Its fun and 
owners and their dog spend a lot of 
time together practicing.

Here is a list of standard obstacles: 
A frame, Dog plank walk, Seesaw, 
Weaving poles, Collapsible tunnel, 
Solid tunnel, Open bar jumps, Solid 
board Jumps, Tire jump, Broad 
jump, Pause table, Jumping through 
a hole made in a board.

Agility competitions are based on 
how quickly a dog can accomplish 

the obstacle course. The 
owner is always running 
by the side of the dog 
with instructions as the 
dog goes through the 
set of obstacles trying to 
make the best time.

Then there is the Ulti-
mate Agility. The ultimate 
agility covers not only the 
standard agility mentioned above 
but more complex obstacles. Here 
is the complex agility obstacle list: 
Teaching the dog to run across 
upright tires, Crawl under very low 
planks (military type of wiring), 
Walking on suspended horizontal 
ladders, Swinging suspended rope 
ladder, Walking across suspended 
2”x4”x8’ double parallel beams, 
Walking across suspended 1-inch-
wide parallel pipe bars, Walking 
across a suspended 4-inch-wide cat 
walk, Barrel Jumps, and much more.

What is the purpose of agility 
training? It builds confidence in 
the dog, coordination of their hind 
legs, strengthens their front and 
back legs, builds balance, elevates 
concentration, and much more.

The best type of agility training, 
not competition wise, is having the 
dogs do their commands before 
and during on and off the obstacles. 
Many dogs that try these obstacles 
fail even if they have already been 
trained in agility. The reason is they 
were trained just to clear and do 
the obstacles fast.

I believe (my opinion) a dog 
should have a very solid base in 
obedience before registering for 
agility training. Every owner or 
training school has different criteria 
as well as expectations.

Obstacles are usually adjusted ac-
cording to breed weight and size. 

Agility training is not advised for 
dogs that are extremely 
hyperactive; it will only 
elevate their already high 
level of hyperactivity. 
You may think it will calm 
them down, and it will for 

the first few times. Then endurance 
kicks in and they want more and 
more, making them very hyper.

Complex and simple Agility Train-
ing are done and held at Critter 
Cottage in Englewood.

Residential V.I.P. Services
Evaluation-Consultation • Behavior • Obedience

Failure is not an option!

Harry Kalajian • 941.447.8234 • ExecutiveDogTraining.com

EXECUTIVE
DOG TRAINING INC.

The Fine Art of Professional Training

HK

Over 30 Years Experience

941-769-5768
www.happyhourdoggrooming.com

Quality dog grooming in a safe & caring 
manner brought to your doorstep.

• Haircuts • Baths • Nail Trims
• All grooms are video recorded

Serving Port Charlotte and 
surrounding area within 10 miles
of the Town Center Mall at SR 776 

and Tamiami Trail.

Vicki DeAtley
Owner & Groomer
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Harry Kalajian, M.D.T., has over 32 years of experience in all aspects of dog 
training. He is a behaviorist, ethologist, and psychologist. Harry is the owner of 
Executive Dog Training Inc., in Englewood. Contact him with training questions 
at http://www.executivedogtraining.com/askq.php. You can also call him with 
questions at 941-447-8234.  

must teach one command at a time. 
Once it masters that command 
then you can move on to the next. 
However never advance a dog until 
it’s mastered that one command. 
Sometimes you can combine a few 
commands that are related in a 
way that follows a sequence. But 
make note that once the dog has 
mastered them, you must change 
the sequence to make sure it has 
understood the verbal and hand 
gestures that apply to each. This 
type of training requires, at times, 
switching between different training 
tools to achieve the desired result. 

The higher level ultimate obedi-
ence training is for those that want 
near perfection. Do not confuse this 
level as Schutzhund training. 

The ultimate obedience train-
ing is for those that are willing to 
put many hours, days, weeks, and 
months toward perfecting desired 
results. This type of training is not 
for all dogs. With that said, I do 
not mean the breed. I mean the 

dog needs to have the right type of 
character and temperament as well 
as the right owner. 

A little about Schutzhund training: 

To make it simple to understand, 
those dogs trained as Schutzhund 
are like the Special Forces or Navy 
Seals. These types of dogs have 
mastered Obedience, Protection, 
and Tracking to the max. They are 
used for sport-dog competitions.

As a closing, it is important to 
know what type of training you 
want, and choose the right trainer 
to help you achieve those goals. 
Remember, be vigilant when choos-
ing a trainer. 

Tip of the month:

For successful results
follow my formula:

 Patience, Persistence, 
Consistency, and Repetition. 

D.N.D
Do Not Disturb

Awareness
The main complaint dog owners 

have during their walks
Many dog walkers get frustrated when people allow their kids or 
dogs — or even themselves — to interrupt the dog being walked. 
Most people don’t do this purposely, they just want to say, "hi!" 

but  they interrupt those trying to walk or train their dogs.
Executive Dog Training Inc. has come up with a solution — a 

bright orange slip-on webbing that goes over the leash.

We urge everyone to please respect the dog and its walker.
Do not rush or disturb the dog, or ask first.

Presently made for ¾” leashes) 
Cost: $2.00/each

Critter Cottage 
750 Morningside Drive in Englewood

or through 
www.executivedogtraining.com

941-447-8234

Schutzhund

Schutzhund Agility

Freestyle

Advanced

Residential V.I.P. Services

Evaluation-Consultation • Behavior • Obedience

Failure is not an option!

Harry Kalajian • 941.447.8234 • ExecutiveDogTraining.com

EXECUTIVE
DOG TRAINING INC.

The Fine Art of Professional Training

HK

Over 30 Years Experience

Coldwell Commons, 2825 Tamiami Trail, Suite B3, Punta Gorda

941-246-1025
gentle, cage-free grooming

private grooming appointments
al l dogs hand dried
al l dogs accepted

Courtney Henderson, Owner / Dog Groomer

Jason Potts, Owner / Dog Bather

All training requires
 Patience, Persistence, 

Consistency, and Repetition. 

Su Young (left) of Critter 
Cottage with her Alibi on 

swinging rope ladder. Ruby 
(below) is on a solid ladder.
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The Gift of Love
 By Nancy Colby, Artist/Special Needs Animal Advocate

PurrView

Thinking of getting 
a pet for Christmas? 
Thinking of getting 
someone else a pet for 
Christmas? Three little 
words… ”Don’t Do It.”

Having a pet is a 
wonderful thing but 
giving a pet as a gift is 
not so wonderful. Get-
ting a pet for yourself 
at Christmas is not so 
good either. Why? The 
holidays are filled with 
company, calamity, 
clutter, and chaos. It’s 
too stressful for a new 
animal to be brought 
into a home during the 
holiday festivities. Heck, it’s stressful 
for some of us at times, isn’t it? 

So what do you do if you want a pet 
or know someone who wants a pet? 
Simple. Wait until the holidays are 
over. Then go adopt, adopt, adopt. 
Make the adoption a very special 
time in your life or the life of some-
one else. Let the adoption and the 
introduction of the new pet be the 
focus of the day and the days follow-
ing the adoption.

How exciting would it be for some-
one you love to open a pretty gift 
box full of dog toys, a dog bed, food, 
treats, a leash, a collar, and all the 
other fun things dogs enjoy? How 
exciting to open a box of catnip, toys, 
a plush bed, tiny stuffed mice, and 
crinkle balls for chasing by a brand 
new kitten or cat? When that box is 
opened on Christmas morning and 
the gift exposed, watch the joy on the 
person’s face. They know a new pet is 
in store for them. But… tell them you 
will take them to the shelter right af-
ter the holidays and they can pick out 
the perfect pet. They can take their 
time, savor the experience, and make 
the right decision for their household. 
That way, when the pet is adopted 
everything is already in the home and 
ready to go. When they walk through 
the door with the new family mem-
ber, the sole focus can be on their 
forever friend. No calamity, clutter, or 

chaos. They can qui-
etly focus on their 
new furry friend. 
That’s the right way 
to give a pet for 
Christmas.

Pets are the gift of 
love. Pets bring love 
and they certainly 
need love. It is a 
wonderful thing to 
have a pet. A home 
without a pet is not 
just free of fur, it’s 
missing that special 
kind of love only a 
pet can give. If you 
bring that Christmas 
puppy or kitten into 

a new home after the holidays, all 
of the focus can be on them. They 
will be better off, adjust faster, and 
become a better lifelong companion. 
Better yet, choose an older dog or cat 
because they need homes more than 
the little guys. With an older pet you 
know what you’re getting. You know 
the size, temperament, and look. 
They are ready to blend into a new 
home and love you forever.

Some shelters don’t adopt pets 
out on Christmas Eve. They know all 
the stresses that come with adopt-
ing at the wrong time. Too often 
those Christmas surprise puppies and 
kittens are returned to the shelter 
because they didn’t work. When the 
thrill of the gift is gone and all that 
remains is a stressed out pet and the 
work that goes along with it, they run 
back to the shelter. That is extremely 
sad for the pet. Pets are not return-
able. They are a lifelong commitment. 
Don’t make the mistake of surprising 
someone with a pet. Surprise them 
instead with a gift certificate for the 
“Pet of Their Choice” after the holi-
days. Go with them and experience 
the joy of seeing their eyes meet 
their forever friend for the first time. 
Everyone including the pet will be off 
if you do it that way. They joy of giv-
ing the gift is the same but the action 
of giving it will be done properly.

Have a furry Merry Christmas!

Nancy Colby is a prominent local artist known for her watercolor paintings of 
animals, especially cats, as well as her work with special needs animals. Nancy can 
be reached at watercolorcolby@verizon.net or by email at petart4u2@gmail.com. 

    I love this time of year when decorations are shiny and bright and so 
much fun to play with! In my house, extra care is taken to keep us all safe. 
Some precautions are common sense but other safety measures taken are 
not so readily apparent. So here I go with my list of “naughty” or “nice” and 
why!
 
=^..^=     Naughty - tree tinsel in any shape or form. Sharp edges hurt going       
                down and coming back up!
                Nice - yarn is a nice alternative. It is soft, fun to play with, and cre-
                ates an early American look! 

=^..^=     Naughty - tree decorations made of food. Garland made of pop
                corn and treats is too tempting!
                Nice - cute holiday pet treats in a festive bowl near the tree is 
                more appropriate!

=^..^=     Naughty - breakable ornaments. Nothing hurts more than shards 
                of broken Christmas balls!
                Nice - ornaments made of wood or composite can handle a swat 
                or bounce across the floor!  

=^..^=     Naughty - any candles with real flames are a big no-no.                         
                Nice - LED candles give that warm glow and even come with that 
                flickering look!

=^..^=     Naughty - well almost. Dropped needles can be sharp. Sweep 
                daily! Also cover that sappy water! 
                Nice - an artificial tree is so much safer and lasts forever! Bonus is 
                it needs no watering.

=^..^=     Naughty – toxic holly, mistletoe, poinsettia, lilies, or amaryllis can 
                result in a trip to the ER!
                Nice - artificial versions of your favorite seasonal plants are safe 
                and can be used over again.

=^..^=     Naughty – an unsecured tree is just so easy to climb and tip over.
                Nice – a tree anchored to the wall corner or ceiling with clear fish-                 
                ing line to an eye bolt!

    These simple steps can keep your holiday safe and fun for the entire 
family! It is also wise to put those presents out late a night when there is 
less chance of being unwrapped by one of your fur-babies. Also remember, 
Santa prefers sugar cookies — not chocolate. He wants pets to be safe too! 
    

Lily & ARC

All That Glitters...
By Lily, ARC Mascot

6824 Bernadean Boulevard
Punta Gorda, FL 33982

941-330-7898 • www.floridapet.net

561-531-1464
veronica@mattersofthepaw.com
Visit us at mattersofthepaw.com

We specialize in concrete stones with paws or dog 
bones, as well as memorial stones for lost loved ones.

Garden Stones for Pet Lovers!

Custom Pet Portraits 
Custom Pet Paintings

Book Illustrations • Watercolor Prints
Art Instruction • Gift Certificates 

Start The New Year  
Off Right!

Nancy Colby 
Artist/Instructor/Illustrator

941-735-4075 • www.catsbycolby.com

Unique & Treasured Gifts

Pet Portraits
Unique & 

Treasured Gifts

Custom Pet Portraits 
Custom Pet Paintings

Book Illustrations • Watercolor Prints
Art Instruction • Gift Certificates 

Start The New Year  
Off Right!

Nancy Colby 
Artist/Instructor/Illustrator

941-735-4075 • www.catsbycolby.com

Unique & Treasured GiftsCustom Pet Portraits 
Custom Pet Paintings

Book Illustrations • Watercolor Prints
Art Instruction • Gift Certificates 

Start The New Year  
Off Right!

Nancy Colby 
Artist/Instructor/Illustrator

941-735-4075 • www.catsbycolby.com

Unique & Treasured Gifts Custom Pet Portraits 
Custom Pet Paintings

Book Illustrations • Watercolor Prints
Art Instruction • Gift Certificates 

Start The New Year  
Off Right!

Nancy Colby 
Artist/Instructor/Illustrator

941-735-4075 • www.catsbycolby.com

Unique & Treasured Gifts

Custom Pet Portraits 
Custom Pet Paintings

Book Illustrations • Watercolor Prints
Art Instruction • Gift Certificates 

Start The New Year  
Off Right!

Nancy Colby 
Artist/Instructor/Illustrator

941-735-4075 • www.catsbycolby.com

Unique & Treasured Gifts

Cemetery and Cremation Services
27200 Jones Loop Road  v  Punta Gorda, FL 33982

35 Years of Compassionate Care
Shows Our Dedication to the Families
We Serve and the Trust We have Built

PET HAVEN

Pre-planning
and Financing 

Available

941-637-0332
www.royalpalmmemorial.com

42

Animal Refuge Center www.animalrefugecenter.com • Visit FB page: Lily and ARC   

Have a meowy-tastic Christmas!    Lily =^..^=
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Being a cat caregiver isn't all 
catnip and cuddles. Providing the 
best care for your cat starts with 
you! Here are some easy steps to 
follow to provide excellent care of 
your cat.

1. Cats need annual preventive 
care check-ups, just like humans. 

• In 
the 
United 
States, 
cats 
visit 
veteri-
narians 
less 
often 
than 
dogs.

• Pre-
ventive care check-ups for all cats 
should occur at least once per year. 
Senior cats and those with chronic 
conditions need to visit more fre-
quently.

• During the check-up, your vet-
erinarian assesses your cat’s current 
health. They can often detect medi-
cal issues or conditions early before 
they become big issues. When 
health issues are caught early, they 
can be managed or cured before 
they cause your cat pain.

• Cats need regular check-ups to 
lead longer, happier, healthier lives.

2.  Make Your Cat Feel Comfort-
able

Five Items for a Secure Environ-
ment for Your Cat

   1. Food – Predictable mealtimes 
and individual food bowls for each 
cat in your household.

   2. Water – Clean fresh water in a 
location appealing to your cat.

   3. Toilet – A convenient, clean, 
and private litter box to serve your 
kitty. 

        a. As a general rule of thumb, 
the number of litter boxes should 
be one more than the number of 
cats in your household.

        b. Many cats prefer a larger 
litter box that is one-and-a-half 
times the length of their body, and 
at least one-and-a-half inches deep.

        c. Litter should be scooped at 
least once daily.

   4. Safe Place to Sleep – Soft bed-
ding, as well as familiar smells and 
sounds, provides security for your 
cat. Some cats also like to be pro-
vided with soft, cozy places to hide.

   5. Familiar Territory – Face-
rubbing and scratching surfaces 
leaves your cat’s scent and marks 
the territory with a personal touch. 
Be sure to supply plenty of scratch-
ing posts to encourage appropriate 
scratching.

3. Observe Routine Behavior
In order to identify changes, you 

need to have a good idea of your 
cat’s normal behavior and habits. 
Noticing subtle changes in normal 
routines may alert you to an issue 
that you can address with your 
veterinarian before it turns into a 
problem. 

Seven Activities to Monitor
   1. Eating: Know the typical 

amount of food your cat eats in a 
24-hour period. Once you know the 
usual amount of food your cat or 
cats eat, you don’t have to obsess 
over it. Just stay observant.

   2. Drinking: It is not as easy to 
measure exactly how much water 
your cat drinks as it is to measure 
how much food they eat. However, 
you can look for changes in their 
drinking behavior. The average 
daily volume of water your cat may 
drink from water resources can vary 
widely. 

   3. Urinating: Know how often 
and how much urine your cat pro-
duces daily. Clumping litter makes 
it very easy to know the number 
and size of urinations. Be sure to 
attend to they litter box(es) at least 
once daily. The idea is to know what 
normal looks like so 
that you will notice 
any changes. 

   4. Defecating: 
Know how often 
and how much your 
cat defecates every 
day. No matter what 
type of litter you 
are using, bowel 
movements should 
be scooped at least 
daily. Notice color, 
shape and consis-

tency – it only takes a moment as 
you transfer it to a trash bag or the 
toilet to flush.

   5. Temperament: An individual’s 
basic approach to life remains 
pretty consistent and it is important 
to know whether your cat prefers 
to “run first and ask question later,” 
“boldly go where angels fear to 
tread,” “go along to get along,” or 
“take charge.” Providing a sanctu-
ary for the cautious cat and a “cat 
proof” environment for the adven-
turous troublemaker will help both 
you and your cat.

   6. Sleeping and Napping: Know 
where each of your cats spends his 
or her time. Most cats nap where 
they sun, or where the action is. 
They sleep where it is safe, warm, 
and quiet. An average indoor adult 
cat will sleep 14-16 hours a day and 
will have 3-4 favorite napping spots.

   7. Action and Interaction: Know 
your cat’s typical daily activity (wak-
ing you in the morning, playing, 
grooming, etc.). Any change to their 
usual routine warrants investigation 
or discussion with your veterinar-
ian. 

4. Beware of Hazardous Toxins & 
Poisons

Common Feline Toxins
   1.  Human or Veterinary Drugs – 
        • Keep all medications and 

prescriptions in a secure location.
        • With any accidental medica-

tion ingestion, seeking immediate 
veterinary care is imperative.

   2.  Permethrin Poisoning –
        • The topical application of 

flea control products for dogs con-
tains permethrin which is poison-
ous to cats. Accidental exposure 

occurs when you 
apply a canine top-
ical flea and tick 
medication onto 
your cat or if your 
cat snuggles up 
close to a dog that 
has been recently 
treated.

        • These 
medications are 
highly toxic to 
cats, and can 
cause severe 

drooling, tremors, and life-threat-
ening seizures.

        • Always ask your veterinar-
ian about appropriate use of topical 
flea medication for your cat.

   3. Poisonous Plants – Did you 
know that many kinds of flowers 
are toxic to cats? 

        • Lilies, for example, can be 
most deadly to cats, as ingestion 
can cause severe, acute kidney 
failure. Small ingestions of two or 
three petals – even the pollen and 
the water in the vase – can result 
in potentially irreversible kidney 
failure.

        • Seeking immediate veteri-
nary care is critical.

        • Keep in mind that there are 
other plants that are toxic to your 
cat. Check out this comprehensive 
list of toxic and non-toxic plants as 
provided by the ASPCA.

   4. Insecticides, Chemicals, and 
Pesticides – Especially danger-
ous during the warmer months, 
exposure to insecticides can occur 
when your cat walks through an 
area recently treated with lawn and 
garden products, sprays, powders, 
or granules. 

   5. Household Cleaners – These 
include common household clean-
ers such as toilet bowl cleaners, 
laundry detergents, drain cleaners, 
and carpet cleaners. 

        • Be sure to keep these 
products out of your cat’s reach and 
wipe away any excess.

        • Consult a veterinarian im-
mediately if you believe that your 
cat has been exposed.

   6. Other Poisons – While these 
are less obvious, other poisons such 
as glow sticks, jewelry, liquid pot-
pourri, and antifreeze can be toxic 
to your cat. 

Scratching Post

Five Steps to Being an Excellent Cat Caregiver
By Kandice Norrell, DVM

Kandice Norrell, DVM is the 
owner/veterinarian at Gulf Coast 
Scratching Post Cat Hospital, a des-
ignated Gold Standard Cat Friendly 
(cat's ONLY) Practice offering full-
service care, located at 3135 Bobcat 
Village Center Road in North Port. 
Contact the clinic at 941-200-5779 
or on Facebook, or visit their web-
site gulfcoastscratchingpost.com.

Happy Holidays

The Pet Gazette
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Charlotte & Sarasota Counties Shutterbug
Patty Stefan

www.pattystefan.comShutterbug
History Park, Punta Gorda

Miles 
Mitchell is 
out with 
his Alaskan 
Malamute, 
Stevie. 
Stevie was 
adopted 
from the 
Suncoast 
Humane 
Society, 
and she 
loves to 
swim under 
water.

Eric Borman is staying cool under the trees with his 2-year-
old Janpanese Chin, Molly.

Now, on the other hand, Bit's sister, MacKenzie, has no prob-
lem smiling for the camera.

Carmine 
Kellam 
takes 
Buster 
Brown, a 
1.5-year-
old Bull-
dog, on a 
walk near 
the Punta 
Gorda His-
tory Park.

Woodmere Dog Park, Venice

Gretchen Pye said her 11.5-year-old Border Collie, Bits, 
would never look at the camera… that is until she met this 
dog lovin' pet photographer.

Finicky Cats
Some food for thought!

 By Tabby, Cat Columnist for The Pet Gazette

Dear Tabby

Dear Tabby,
I share my home and humans with 

four other cats, and three of them 
are very picky about their food. Me, 
I love to eat! I’ll eat pretty much 
anything that hits the floor, and so 
will my pal, Mikey. Our other house-
mates — Bing, Slinky, and Toots 
— drive us crazy. One day they love 
dinner. The next day they turn up 
their noses at the same stuff! Our 
humans are going bonkers. Any 
ideas? 

Thanks.
Blinky from Boca

Dear Blinky,
How kind of you to seek a solution 

to your humans’ dilemma! I’m sure 
the fact that you and Mikey are so 
easy to please makes it even more 
frustrating for them to deal with 
the fussy felines. So pull this page 
over toward the food cabinet, and 
let’s see if we can give your humans 
some guidance.

 

If you have a finicky eater in your 
house, your behavior might be part 
of the problem. One of the most 
common reasons cats refuse to 
eat comes from the misconception 
that animals, like humans, need a 
lot of variety in their diets. Humans 
require a variety of foods to be 
sure they eat nutritionally balanced 
meals. But a good quality pet food 
should have the proper balance 

of all the nutrients a cat requires. 
If you offer a variety of different 
meals to your cat, she may “hold 
out” on particular meals waiting 
to see what will be offered next! 
Tabby’s advice: When you find a 
nutritionally complete and balanced 
diet your cat enjoys, stick with it.

Another problem is indulgent fam-
ily members giving human treats 
and food from the table; a cat’s (or 
dog’s) hunger is satisfied with all 
this “good stuff” so she will either 
refuse to eat or will eat just a few 
bits of her own food.

However, a cat’s unique eating 
habits should not be confused with 
food refusal. Most cats tend to be 
“occasional” eaters, nibbling at 
their food in small portions over a 
period of time. Humans sometimes 
think this “grazing” pattern is a lack 
of interest in the food provided. It’s 
not, so leave well enough alone.

If cats are allowed to go outdoors 
(Tabby disapproves!), they may 
practice what veterinarians describe 
as “dietary indiscretion.” Regard-
less of how well fed they are, these 
wanderers will raid garbage cans, 
and if they find lots of goodies they 
may lose interest in the menu at 
home. This nasty practice not only 
ruins eating habits, it’s dangerous! 
If contaminated foods or toxic ma-
terials are part of the garbage-can 
diet, your precious cat may become 
very sick, or even die.

Sometimes, refusal to eat is a sign 
of illness. If your pet is normally not 
picky about her food, and has not 
been a finicky eater in the past, it’s 
time to call your veterinarian. So, 
dear humans, make sure you know 
your cat’s “normal” eating habits, 
behavior, and appearance, and at 
any sign of considerable change 
from that norm, seek medical 
advice.

Next month Tabby will address the 
complex issue of reading cat-food 
labels!

Best wishes, Blinky! 
Sincerely, Tabby

ATTENTION
 HUMANS 

WITH 
FINICKY 

CATS:

Jenny Spencer says her 9-year old Retriever, Harper, likes to 
walk once around the park and she's done. 

Want to be a big fish?

Advertise
in

The Pet Gazette
Kathie@FloridaPet.net

941-330-7898
Next Month Starts 

Our 8th Year!

Groomingdales
of Englewood

Excellence In Pet Grooming

941-681-1577
Groomer: Connie • 195 W. Cowles

∙HOME
∙AUTO
∙FLOOD

whitcoinsurancepg.com
1225 S Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda, FL 33950

∙BOAT
∙BUSINESS 
... and More!

941-257-0692 or Toll Free 866-298-7608

Are you covered for animal liability under your Homeowner’s policy?

Price applies to Charlotte County and parts of Sarasota County  ONLY

Book your session today!
Phone: 941-276-3327 or e-mail 
psphotography@pattystefan.com

Price applies to Charlotte County and parts of Sarasota County  ONLY

Book your session today!
Phone: 941-276-3327 or e-mail 
psphotography@pattystefan.com

  Price Includes:
1 5x7 print
1 8x10 print

1 digital photo (to use for your holiday card or 
ornament

Bark! 
The Herald Angels 

Sing
H o l i d a y  P e t  P h o t o s

www.pattystefan.com

Woodmere Dog Park, Venice
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My name 
is Sammie. 
I am an 
11-year-
old 
Smooth 
Haired 
Dachshund 
male. I'm 
a senior 

looking for a tranquil, pleasant, and 
stress free retirement home. I am vocal. 
I like my toy hedgehog, and I can be a 
bit of a couch potato.

Angel is a spayed female hound mix. 
She is 12 years old and up-to-date on 
her shots. Angel’s human passed away 
and she would like a new companion 
to bond with. She is healthy, with good 
eyesight and hearing. She would be a 
great companion for senior person. 

Alfie is a sweet 
1 1/2-year-old 
Rottweiler mix. 
Alfie will capture 
your heart in an 
instant! Alfie is 
a special needs 
dog, after suf-
fering a spinal 
injury which 
paralyzed his 
hind legs. Alfie is 
happy and has a full life in front of him! 
His cart is included in the adoption! 

When Daisy Mae 
is not creating 
mayhem in our of-
fice, she is spend-
ing time sunbath-
ing in the window. 
Mornings are 
always a surprise 
because she has 
reign of the office 
throughout the 
night. But she is looking for her furever 
home and has lots of love to give! P.S. 
You should probably have a window.

Martin (left) and 
Nugget (right) met at 
the shelter and are 
very bonded. They 
would love to find a 
home together. They 
are both FeLV-posi-
tive, so no other cats 
unless FeLV-positive. 
Martin is a sweet, gentle 10-year-old 
tuxedo lap cat. Nugget is a stunning 
2-year-old tabby. He is a big boy, equal-
ly playful and snuggly. These two love 
to cuddle together and would make a 
wonderful addition to any loving family.
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Adoption fees are $75 for dogs and $65 for 
cats and $6 for cats over 6 years old. Pets 
come fully vaccinated and spayed/neutered. 
Dogs also come with four free training 
lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9’s. Pets 

also come with one month free pet insurance. Adoption hours are noon to 4pm 
Wednesdays-Sundays. The Animal Refuge Center is located at 18011 Old Bayshore 
Road N. Ft Myers Florida. For further information on any of our pets visit our web-
site www.animalrefugecenter.com or call (239) 731-3535.

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
3519 Drance Street  •  Port Charlotte, FL 33980

(941) 625-6720  •  www.awlshelter.org

The Adoption Center

 ANUBIS
is a one-year-
old, high-energy 
Australian Cattle 
dog mix. He is 
best in an active 
home with older 
children and no 
other pets.

Call Deva at 
EARS Animal Rescue,
941-681-3877,

stop by at 145 W. Dearborn St. in Englewood.  Visit us online at 
www.EARS4life.com. 
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Come to the Gulf Coast Humane Society to spend time 
with these dogs and cats today! 

Gulf Coast Humane Society
2010 Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916 

Tel. (239) 332- 0364
www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org

6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
www.humane.org

Gulf Coast Humane Society 
       2010 Arcadia St.  Fort Myers, FL

              (239) 332-0364
  www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org 

           Come to the Gulf Coast  
                Humane Society to  
               spend time with these  
             cats and dogs today!

See a pet you'd like to meet? 

6781 San Casa Drive

Englewood, FL 34224

941.474.7884

www.humane.org

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
        3519 Drance Street • Port Charlotte, FL 33980 

(941) 625-6720 • www.awlshelter.org
All of our animals are micro chipped, spayed or neutered, and are current with their 

shots prior to adoption, including rabies. Please pay a visit to our shelter and help bright-
en the lives of our numerous homeless pets that are waiting to be adopted.

We are open from 10am to 4pm seven days a week. Like us on Facebook at AWL Pets.  
 
To view more of our  adoptable pets, please visit our website at www.awlshelter.org.
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My 
name is 
Bogart. 
I am a 
1-year-
old 
Labrador 
Re-
triever/
Beagle 
mix 

male. I need a family who can keep up 
with me. I'm lots of fun and have some 
basic training already mastered. 

Puppy is an 
8-year-old terrier 
mix. This bouncy, 
sweet girl wins 
the prize for 
biggest smile 
ever! She is well 
behaved and 
loves to walk, 
wiggle, and give 
kisses — what 
more could you 
ask for?18 The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net •February 2014

Adoption fees are $75 for dogs and $65 for 
cats and $6 for cats over 6 years old. Pets 
come fully vaccinated and spayed/neutered. 
Dogs also come with four free training 
lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9’s. Pets 

also come with one month free pet insurance. Adoption hours are noon to 4pm 
Wednesdays-Sundays. The Animal Refuge Center is located at 18011 Old Bayshore 
Road N. Ft Myers Florida. For further information on any of our pets visit our web-
site www.animalrefugecenter.com or call (239) 731-3535.
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Come to the Gulf Coast Humane Society to spend time 
with these dogs and cats today! 

Gulf Coast Humane Society
2010 Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916 

Tel. (239) 332- 0364
www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org

6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
www.humane.org

    Adoption fees are $75-$150 for dogs/
puppies and $25-$85 for cats. Pets 
come fully vaccinated, spayed/neu-
tered, and micro-chipped with one 
month of free health insurance. Dogs 
also come with 4 free basic obedi-
ence lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9. 

Adoption hours are 11am to 4pm Wednesday -Sunday. The Animal Refuge Cen-
ter is located at 18011 Old Bayshore Road in N. Fort Myers. 
    For further information on any of our 350+ pets visit our website at www.
animalrefugecenter.com or call 239-731-3535. Like us on Facebook at Animal 
Refuge Center or Lily and ARC.
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Contact the shelter to the left of the photo!

My 
name is 
Coco. I am 
a 13-year-
old 
Domestic 
Medium 
Hair/Nor-
wegian 
Forest mix 
female. 
I am a 

gentle cat that is looking for a place to 
spend my retirement.

My name 
is Artoo. I 
am a 3-year-
old Domes-
tic Shorthair 
mix male. 
I’m fun to 
have around 
and sure to 
make you 
smile. I am 
cat and dog 

friendly. I like humans of all ages, and 
have been socialized well. 

My name 
is Mama. I 
am a 2-year-
old Domestic 
Shorthair 
mix female. 
You guessed 
it, at my 
young age 
I have had 
some babies. 
Thank good-

ness that's behind me. Now I can focus 
on me and finally have the spotlight. 

My name 
is Buddy. 
I am a 
10-year-
old Ger-
man Short-
haired 
Pointer 
mix male. 
I'm a 

senior with lots of pep left in my step. I 
am house trained and crate trained and, 
strange as it may sound, I like to sleep at 
night in the closet. 

Scooter is 
a 5-year-old 
domestic 
shorthair. Just 
look at that 
adorable face!

Honey Dew is a 1-year-old domestic 
shorthair. She is inquisitive and affec-
tionate.

Kaya is a 
6-year-old ter-
rier mix… and 
a keeper! One 
look into those 
deep brown 
eyes and you 
will be hooked. 
She has a tail 
that never stops 
wagging! She 

loves affection — both giving and 
receiving. If you are looking for a friend 
that is up for anything, Miss Kaya is the 
girl for you!

Calamity Jane can be shy at first. This 
is a noisy place and she doesn’t like 
that. She is heartworm positive, but the 
Doctor will take care of that and she’ll be 
a healthy pup. Then she could find her 
forever home. Now that would be nice.  

Well, 
hello there. 
My name is 
Shane and I 
want to be 
your forever 
pet. I love 
long walks 

on the beach. Sitting at home and watch-
ing TV. Don't forget the popcorn. I don't 
do well with small animals. I like them 
more my size. Hey, do you want to take me 
outside and play? Ask the techs to let me 
come hang out with you. 

Little Dog — Not much information was 
given about me except that I am housebro-
ken and crate trained. Guess that's all my 
previous owner had to say. So here I sit. 
Please ask to take me out so that you can 
see how sweet I can be.  

Balboa is a 2-year-old domestic 
shorthair who's looking for a playmate 
to love.

Bella is a 
10-year-
old, spayed 
female, who 
is front-paw 
declawed. 
She loves 
to sit in the 
window and 
enjoy the 
sunshine!

Loki is looking for 
his furever family. 
Please come meet 
him at Animal 
Welfare League if 
you’re looking for 
a well-mannered, 
laid back pup. I’m 
surprised he hasn’t 
been adopted yet! 
Oh, and he gets 
along with pigs, 
too.

Sophie is a 9-year-old spayed female, 
front paw declawed sweetie.
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Stop by at  
145 W. Dearborn Street  

in Englewood

 941-681-3877
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www.EARSAnimalRescue.com

EARS cats can be seen in our open cat room. No cages, and chairs to sit on. 
Come visit and enjoy the animals.

Arthur is a 
1-year-old male 
Mastiff mix. His 
treatment for 
heartworm is 
completed and 
if tests clear he 
is available now 
for adoption. 
He is so looking 
forward to a 
home of his own and unrestricted activ-
ity! Perfect for a family that likes their 
dogs big! 

Bo is a 10-year-
old gentleman 
who is looking 
for a settled 
family. He does 
not ask for much 
more than some 
walks and some 
pampering in his 
senior years. Oh, 
and being so laid back he’d really prefer 
to be the only dog. Might you be a 
senior looking for a senior?

Dolly is a 
3-year-old 
Lab mix with 
all the favor-
ite character-
istics you’d 
expect in a 
Lab. She also 
finished her heartworm treatment and 
is ready to resume activities that keep 
her amused. Dolly likes most dogs and 
enjoys older children. 

Zelina is a 
1.5-year-old fe-
male who gets 
along very well 
with other cats. 
She may have a 
mild disposition 
but bring out a 
feather toy and 
you bring out 
the tiger in her! 

Misty is a 
4-month-old found 
with such seri-
ous eye infections 
she could not see 
to move off of 
the road! A Good 
Samaritan scooped 
her up. Foster care 

provided a multitude of medications to try 
and save her eyes and she did get to keep 
one. That is all this friendly little girl needs 
to scamper up to you and ask for some 
loving. Misty is incredibly affectionate. 

Marsha has 
eyes that look 
like fancy yel-
low diamonds! 
She is just over 
a year old and 
adores gentle 
massages be-
hind her ears. 
Her dusting of 
color on top 
of her head is 
adorable!

Pokey is 
a neutered 
male, minia-
ture Poodle. 
He is maybe 
12 years old. 
Pokey likes 
rides in the 
car, and men. 
He is house-
broken, good 
natured, but 
not fond of 
cats.

Ralph is a 
handsome 
7-year-old 
neutered 
male, a bit 
shy and very 
loving.

Mattie is a 
6-year-old, spayed 
female, Yellow 
Labrador Retriever 
and is a lover. 
Mattie likes, kids, 
cats, rides in the 
car, and is house-
broken. Mattie’s 
foster Rick is going 
to put her on a 
much-needed diet 
for her girlish waistline and give her lots 
of exercise. 
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Dog Grooming. What Really Happens?
Brushing Your Dogs, Part 4

 By Vicki DeAtley

Shampoo

It always looks like so much fun in 
people’s Internet posts showing a 
dog dressed in a sailor hat, standing 
on the bow of a boat. Or seeing a pet 
lazing on a raft in the family pool, 
surrounded by laughing children. 
My friend who has a Labrador 
Retriever says that dogs just love 
water and go right in the pool 
because dogs naturally know 
how to swim.  So, is something 
wrong with my Boxer? I swear 
he turns into a donkey anytime he is 
around water. We tried coaxing, toss-
ing in his favorite toy, pushing him, 
and even teasing with a floating treat 
or two, but nope, he won’t go. It’s as 
though he has gained 200 pounds 
and his back end is anchored to the 
deck. “Look, all these other dogs do 
it, he just has to get used to the idea,” 
said my husband. So, we put water 
on his paws, set him on the first step 
of the pool, and laughed as he leaped 
backwards onto the pool deck and 
kicked one foot at a time, shaking off 
the water. Then, he leaned against the 
sliding door, hoping it would magically 
open for him to go in. In contrast, tak-
ing the Pug into the pool was much 
easier. We just picked her up and car-
ried her in. She immediately paddled 
her way to the side, where we lifted 
her out. She wasn’t loving the experi-
ence but tolerated it. 

According to veterinarian Marty 
Becker in an article, “Can All Dogs 
Swim” on the website Vet Street, 
dogs naturally start paddling, but 
they may not be able to stay afloat 
for long or may not actually swim. 
Plus, those with large, heavy chests 
and short muzzles, like Boxers and 
Bulldogs, tend to sink without a swim 
vest. Gee, I hadn’t thought about 
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Brushing is an important part of 
the grooming process that should 
be done by both the owner and 
the groomer. A groomer generally 
brushes your dog for three main 
reasons: Getting rid of tangles, 
knots, and mats; De-shedding excess 
hair; Preparing the coat to be cut or 
clipped. 

First, let’s talk dog hair. Many dogs 
have hair that grows to a specific 
length and then stops growing based 
on a genetically predetermined 
length. Think Snoopy the Beagle. 
Some dogs can have genetics with no 
off switch for the length of hair; it will 
grow continuously. Think Cousin It 
from the Adams Family. 

Dog hair has scales like a briar bush 
has barbs. Some breeds have more 
scales on the hair shaft than others. 
The health of the dog and the condi-
tion of the hair also affect whether 
those scales lay flat or stick out. The 
more scales that stick out, the more 
tangles the dog can have.

Dogs can be single coated or double 
coated with double coated dogs hav-
ing a coarser top layer of hair and a 
softer undercoat. Double coated dogs 
have a thicker, coarser, longer, slow-
growing outer coat called a guard 
coat. This outer coat protects the 
dog’s skin from superficial injuries, 
reflects sunlight, and repels water. 
Double coated dogs also have a thin-
ner, softer, downy, fast-growing coat 
called an undercoat. The undercoat 
provides insulation from both hot 
and cold temperatures and adds 
another layer of protection against 
things like bug bites or thorns. When 
the undercoat grows faster than the 
guard coat and the hair is not re-
moved, then matting may occur. Also, 
double coated breeds tend to shed a 
lot and brushing helps keep the hair 
from ending up on your floor and 
your clothes. 

Mats are dense or tightly tangled 
clumps of hair in a dog’s coat consist-
ing of loose or live hair. Certain dog 
breeds are more prone to matting 
based on their type of hair. Some 
breeds mat easier than others due 
to different coat textures. Dogs that 
shed excessively or have long-hair can 
be extremely susceptible to matting. 

Mats usually begin as small knots or 
tangles which groomers and owners 
can brush out. Mats can become so 
tight to the skin, large, or numerous 
that the only humane thing to do is 
to use clippers to cut the mats out. 
Brushing to prevent mats means 
brushing out those small tangles or 
knots before large mats form. 

Besides being unsightly, mats mean 
more than a bad hair day for your 
dog. Mats may cause health prob-
lems. Mats can cause skin irritation 
or sores by retaining moisture next to 
the dog’s skin. The mats which pull 
at the skin can be painful and the pet 
may lick or chew the area because 
it hurts. Something as simple as a 
sandburr can start a tangle which, if 
left unbrushed, can turn into a mat. 
Groomers find the normal items 
which contribute to mats such as 
sticks, burrs, and feces when de-
matting dogs. But in extreme cases, 
groomers tell stories of pulling out 
some very unusual items from mat-
ted hair including spiders, caterpillars, 
band-aids, gauze, candy, barbed-wire, 
needles, and fishing hooks. Keeping 
dogs mat-free is important to keep 
both the pet and your family safe. 

There are many tools groomers 
and owners can use to brush dogs 
in order to detangle, de-shed, and 
prepare a dog for a haircut. These are 
just a few brands or types of brushes 
available for use. 

Slicker brush
A brush with close, tightly packed 

wire pins in various configurations. 
They can be small, medium, large, 
flat, curved, triangular, and even 
flexible. Groomers rely heavily on 
slicker brushes in preparing the coats 
for haircuts and removing tangles. 
When a groomer suggests an owner 
brush a dog at home, particularly 
dogs that get haircuts, a soft slicker 
is generally used daily as it does an 
excellent job of removing tangles and 
loose or dead hair. The Miracle Care 
Pet Slicker Brush from Amazon is an 
example of a slicker brush.

Pin Brush
A pin brush has long, straight, stiff 

pins. The pins are usually coated with 
rubber or plastic. These brushes are 
not recommended for removing mats 

but are best for dogs with a longer, 
silkier type of coat which resembles 
human hair and thus they resemble 
human hairbrushes. They would be 
good for a Yorkie with long hair but 
should be followed up with a slicker 
brush or comb to check for tangles. 
While pin brushes do cause less static 
and have less chance of scratching 
the skin, a pin brush will not remove 
tangles as well as slicker brushes. 

Bristle Brush
A bristle brush has synthetic or 

natural bristles and is used to remove 
debris and help buff or shine a short 
coat. This would be a good choice for 
a Pit Bull as it removes the shedding 
hair but would be a poor choice for a 
Shih-Tzu as it doesn’t penetrate the 
hair enough to remove tangles. 

Rubber Curry Brush
Curry brushes work best on short-

coated dogs to remove loosened hair. 
The Zoom Groom from Amazon can 
be used wet or dry and works well on 
dogs like Labradors or Great Danes. 
Plus, it doesn’t have metal which can 
scratch the skin. 

De-shedding tools
De-shedding tools like FURminators, 

have comfortable handles attached 
to stainless steel blades which are 
basically combs with closely placed 
teeth. FURminators and other brands 
like Pet Neat’s Pet Grooming Brush 
help pull out undercoat and shedding 
hair and would work well on dogs like 
German Shepherds. Undercoat rakes 
like Oster’s Professional Pet Groom-
ing Undercoat Rake also work well 
on removing thick undercoat which 
tends to mat. These tools, as with all 
brushes, should be used with a light 
hand and not near folds of skin to 
prevent scratching or harming the 
dog. 

Other dematting tools
Mat splitters, Vrakes, and dematting 

combs are tools that could be used 
cautiously by groomers on excessively 
matted hair. These can be dangerous 
tools if not used properly and should 
be used only by experienced hands. 
Dematting sprays are conditioning 
sprays that can be put on hair to 
soften and loosen tangles and mat. 
Chris Christensen’s Ice on Ice Ultra 
Dematting Spray or Artero’s Matt-X 

dematter are products that could be 
used to help fight tangles and mats 
by the groomer or owner. 

Again, if the number of mats is ex-
cessive or if the dematting procedure 
is difficult on the dog, then the mats 
should be professionally shaved out 
by the groomer with clippers. It is im-
portant to understand that dematting 
with clippers is also difficult for the 
dog and can be dangerous because 
the hair is so tight to the skin there 
is a risk of irritating the dog’s skin or 
even cutting the skin. The goal is to 
prevent matting in the first place with 
proper brushing at home and timely 
grooming by a professional.

Combs
Combs are used to fluff and finish 

dogs. They can sometimes be used 
to help remove tangles. They are also 
used to “check” dogs to make sure 
the hair is tangle free after brushing. 
If the comb can’t easily glide through 
the hair, then neither can clipper 
blades or clipper guard combs. 
Combs are usually made of stainless 
steel and have differently spaced 
teeth on each side of the comb. The 
Andis Pet Steel Comb is an example.

When picking the proper brushing 
products for your dog it is important 
to talk to your groomer about which 
product to use and how to use it. 
Mistakes in brushing can be made by 
brushing over broken skin, scratching 
moles, catching folds of skin like the 
neck, brushing too hard and caus-
ing irritated skin, brushing too many 
times in the same spot causing hair 
thinning, not brushing hard enough 
to get the tangles out, or simply using 
the wrong brush for the intended job. 
Your groomer can help you choose 
the best product for your dog’s 
needs. 

Vicki DeAtley is the owner and groomer 
of Happy Hour Mobile Dog Groom-
ing, www.happyhourdoggrooming.
com at 941-769-5768 serving Port Char-
lotte and the 10-mile surrounding area. 
Before grooming, Vicki spent 20 years 
as a pharmacist which helps her bring a 
unique approach to quality and safety 
while working with dogs.

Pets Welcome!
It's Not Always Natural...
Be careful around water!

By Valerie LaBoy, Pet Friendly Realtor®

Valerie LaBoy is a Broker Associ-
ate with Weichert, Realtors Gulf Coast 
Group. With offices in Port Charlotte and 
Cape Coral, the firm offers residential 
sales and leasing, as well as commercial 
and investment services. She has previ-
ously taught pet care, run a pet shop, and 
written for veterinary pharmaceutical 
firms. Theresa Goodman is a licensed 
veterinary technician and Owner of 
VIPet Services in Port Charlotte. 

that. If we hadn’t been there to lift 
the Pug out by the side of the pool, 
she could have drowned without ever 
reaching the steps. 

Unless you are there to supervise, 
it is not a good idea to let your pet 
freely access the pool area, or roam in 
a waterfront yard. Unlike ponds and 
beaches, pool decks and sea walls 
typically drop off suddenly. An exuber-
ant pet could be running and playing 
and accidentally fall in. Regardless of 
the size of the pet, use caution around 
pools and sea walls until you know 
how the pet will behave.

According to Theresa Goodman, 
owner of VIPet Services based in Port 
Charlotte, not all dogs take to water. 
"Safety is a must for any dog near 
pools and seawalls.  Most dogs don't 
know how to keep themselves afloat 
and will panic with their front feet 
splashing and forget to use their hind 
legs. Once they start to get the hang 
of it, always teach them where the 
stairs are located so that if they do 
happen to fall in, they can safely get 
to the end zone. Some dogs need a 
life jacket to keep them afloat. 

If you intend to bring your dog into 
a pool, use positive encouragement 

Coupon required. Not valid with other offers. Expires 1/01/20.

and perhaps a favorite toy to coax 
them into the shallow end. Keep 
the swim lessons short and positive. 
Never throw a dog into the pool 
thinking they can figure it out. If done 
in a positive and fun way most dogs 
can learn to have fun in the pool.”

Neither of our dogs ever grew ac-
customed to the pool. It’s okay with 
me, there is less hair to clean out of 
the filter. 
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The holidays are here and, along 
with all the festivities, comes fam-
ily meals and, in some areas, cold 
weather. We all want our birds to 
be safe during our celebrations so 
we need to do our homework to 
provide a healthy environment for 
them. 

Birds have lungs, but they also 
have 9 air sacs where most of the 
gas exchange occurs. The lungs 
provide unilateral air flow, while the 
air sacks provide gas exchange such 
as carbon monoxide. Birds have an 
increased air exchange due to their 
complex respiratory systems, mak-
ing them susceptible to lung and air 
sac injury. 

Teflon is a silent and odorless 
killer of birds, and probably not very 
good for our own respiratory sys-
tem. Teflon can be found in many 
household products, some of which 
may shock you. Hair dryers have 
heating components that contain 
Teflon as do hair straighteners. 

Back to holiday cooking. Here are 
some commonly used items that 
can contain Teflon parts: cooking 
bags used to cook turkeys, slow 
cookers, air fryers, toaster ovens, 
and even microwavable popcorn 
bags. When looking to purchase 
bird-safe cookware, check that it is 
PTFE and PFOA free! Some Teflon 
alternatives include cast iron, ce-
ramic, and stainless steel. There are 
other brands that are Teflon free, 
but you must do your homework. 
If you are unsure, call the product 
company and ask about Teflon parts 
and surfaces. 

Another item we 
see during the winter 
holidays are space 
heaters. Again, do your 
homework as Teflon-
free space heaters do 
exist. The first time 
you turn on your heat 
you should open the 
windows for an hour or 

two until all the dust is burned off 
of the heating elements. Better yet, 
if you can move your birds outside 
then do so. Lights on a new artificial 
tree can heat up and cause burn-
off of gases. Please pass on holiday 
scents whether they are sprays, oil 
diffusers, incense, plug-ins, etc., 
as they all have ill effects on your 
bird’s airways. 

If you have any question as to 
whether something is a potential 
danger then just don’t use it, it’s 
not worth the risk to your bird’s life. 
Even calling a company does not 
ensure safety of a product because 
their safety testing is done on 
humans, rats, dogs, and cats — not 
birds. Even when there are multiple 
reports of birds dying after using a 
product some companies will con-
tinue to say their product is safe. 

I hope you, your family and your 
pets have a wonderful holiday 
season!

Keep Your Bird Safe Over the 
Holidays... Teflon Kills

By Pam Hill

Wing Tips!

Pam Hill is president of Parrot Outreach Society, 1205 Elizabeth St., Punta Gorda. She 
has been rescuing birds for over ten years and has had companion parrots for over 25 
years. Visit www.parrotoutreachsociety.org.

Buster is a sweet 
Bluecrown Conure who 
is waiting for his new 
human and new home. 
He enjoys time out 

of his cage on a play 
stand or sitting on your 
arm. 
Bluecrowns are 

known for their clown-
ish and silly  
behavior. 

If you have room  in your home and heart for
Buster, please contact us at 1205 Elizabeth St, 

Suite I, Punta Gorda

941-347-8876



The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • December 2019
20


