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LONG JOHN
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CRUISE!
BUY 4, 
GET 4

On Same Day Cruise.
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Pet  
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dogs 
get  
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drink free!!
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Chiki Bar Open on 
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& Club Functions.  
Call 941-627-3474
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Write to us at info@Floridapet.net  
and tell us why you want to work for The Pet Gazette!

Don’t Fence Me In!
Southwest Florida is a wonderful place to live for those of us who 

love the outdoors. Swimming, sailing, golfing, cycling, walking, and just 
lounging on the beach are available to us year round. There are even 
some beaches that welcome dogs, and our flat terrain makes dog  
walking easy. However, there are also a lot of doggie restrictions.

When I moved here from Massachusetts eight years ago, I quickly 
found that Florida was not the greatest environment for my northern 
dogs. Their lives up north had been ideal, with over an acre of land at 
home to romp on, and daily trips to the beach, the cranberry bogs, or 
the town forest to meet up with our friends and to run free. (There’s 
nothing that brings me more joy than watching my pups and their pals 
running and romping!) An hour a day of high-speed doggie play made 
for happy, healthy pups… and by tagging along I was a lot healthier, 
too. In fact, the only time my dogs were leashed was when they went 
to the vet. Even their groomer and their favorite holistic pet food store 
allowed them entry unleashed. Leash walking, therefore, is not cause 
for excitement, and I have to admit to an occasional off-leash, late-
night walk around the neighborhood… just to see that joy again!

I know of people who take their dogs running at Alligator Creek  
Preserve and other wildlife areas, which is not safe for our canine pals. 
So, is there anyplace we can roam?

I’d like to know what you do to treat your dogs to some much-
deserved freedom. Is it a dog park or a beach? Do you have a favorite 
doggie activity, such as agility? Is your pup a dock dog? I want to know!

Please drop me a line at kathie@FloridaPet.net and tell me about 
your favorite doggie activity or outing. Include a photo if you can. We’ll 
post your replies in the next issue of The Pet Gazette, along with any 
photos you provide. You and your pup may win a sweet prize!

Publisher
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COVER ART:
This issue’s 

cover artist, 
Emilee Fuss, 
has been  
photograph-
ing the pets 
of southwest 
Florida since 
2008. She says 
her goal in 
every session 
— whether she’s 
photographing a 
dog, cat, horse, 
or other furry critter — is “to capture the personality of each pet in  
an artistic, modern way.” Emilee serves clients from Tampa to Naples 
and beyond. You can view her portfolio and find more information at 
www.emileefuss.com. Contact her via email at info@emileefuss.com 
or call 941-474-9870. We’ll be showing more of Emilee’s work as time 
goes on!

Emilee Fuss and her best friend,  
a black Lab named Buddy.

The Pet Gazette needs help...

• advertising sales representatives
• delivery drivers
• roving reporters 

   • features writers
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HELP!

2691 north Airport rd. 
Fort Myers, FL 33907
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ABHES Accredited

BECOME A VETERINARY TECHNICIAN!!!
· Extensive hands-on training

· Financial Aid for those who qualify
· Training designed to meet AVMA requirements

· Designed by veterinarians and veterinary technicians

WE OFFER A VARIETY OF OTHER EXCITING PROGRAMS IN HEALTH & WELLNESS

888-833-4733

DO YOU LOVE ANIMALS?

www.changelives.com
FORT MYERS ADDRESS:
6630 Orion Dr. #200
Fort Myers, FL 33912

Heritage Institute has applied for accreditation by the AVMA-Committee on 
VeterinaryTechnician Education and Activities.  For important program information please visit 

www.hertiage-education.com/disclosures

In Fine Fettle

By Dr. Dan Bowen, DVM
Vaccinating Cats

Cats are truly wondrous  
creatures that delight us in ways 
we would never imagine. It  
amuses me when someone 
describes a pet as a typical cat. 
Believe me, there’s 
no such thing! 
Their individual 
personalities and 
unique quirks 
make them as dif-
ferent as snow-
flakes. Certainly 
there are many 
traits most cats 
share, but each 
cat’s special take on life results in 
some of the most endearing ac-
tions, and interactions, you’ll ever 
experience. Cat’s, therefore, have 
become one of the most popular 
pets kept in people’s homes.

Due to the important role of 
their cat in a person’s life, owners 
have developed an ever-increasing 
desire to provide the best care 
possible for their feline compan-
ions. In addition to food, shelter, 
parasite prevention, and love, 
proper vaccination against  
diseases is of paramount impor-
tance. Of course this means we 
not only want to prevent diseases 
with the vaccines we give, but we 
also want to ensure that these 
vaccines provide the most ben-
efit to the patient with the least 
potential of causing adverse reac-
tions. Unfortunately, as valuable 
and necessary as vaccinations are, 
like any medicine, there is always 
some risk, albeit very slight, that 
some unwanted side effect may 
occur. I would like to take this op-
portunity to discuss the vaccines 
that are available for cats, the dis-
eases they help to prevent, when 
they should be administered for 
greatest benefit and some of the 
problems we occasionally see.

There are a great number of vac-
cines available for cats. Typically 
they are divided into core vac-
cines that all cats should receive, 
and non-core vaccines that may 
be recommended by your veteri-
narian depending on the risk of 
exposure that your cat faces.  
 

These non-core vaccines are not 
recommended for every cat, and 
are given on an individual, case-
by-case basis. Some of the decid-
ing factors for giving a non-core 

vaccine include 
whether the cat 
goes outside or is 
strictly indoors, 
what other 
cats are in the 
household and 
whether any of 
them go outside. 
Cats that are 

exposed to other 
cats in boarding and grooming 
facilities and cats that go to cat 
shows are examples of patients 
for whom non-core vaccines may 
be considered. If there is a feral 
cat population in your neighbor-
hood, your own cats may be at 
an increased risk of exposure to 
certain diseases where a non-core 
vaccine may be of importance. 
These and other risk factors can 
best be discussed with your cat’s 
doctor. She can then make the 
best recommendations for Angel’s 
preventive care.

So what are these diseases and 
vaccines? The diseases we use the 
core vaccines to help prevent are 
Rabies, Panleukopenia, Herpes-
virus and Calici. Certainly Rabies 
is the most important core vac-
cine. Rabies is uniformly fatal if 
contracted and there is no known 
treatment. Of prime importance is 
that Rabies is a zoonotic disease. 
This means people can contract 
the disease from an animal that 
has it. Rabies is most often  
contracted from the bite of an  
affected animal, however, any 
break in the skin or a mucous 
membrane can be a source of en-
try for the virus. There are many 
animals in our environment that 
carry Rabies and, therefore, can 
spread it to other animals, includ-
ing our family cats. Skunks, rac-
coons, and bats represent some 
of the most prevalent carriers, 
however feral and wild cats, dogs, 
and other warm-blooded animals 
can all be susceptible and add to 
the spread of the disease.
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Dr. Andrea 
Bivens received 
her doctorate from 
the UF College 
of Veterinary 
Medicine. She now 
operates a mobile 
veterinary clinic, 
Medi-Waggin’. Dr. 
Bivens was voted 
Charlotte County’s 
best veterinarian 
2010-2012. She 
lives in Punta Gorda 
with her husband, 
son, three dogs, 
three cats and two 
horses. You can 
reach Dr. Bivens at 
andrea@floridapet.
net

your dog or cat’s teeth once a day. 
I can already hear you: “Oreo hates 
when I brush his teeth.” Turns out, 
he doesn’t. He hates when you 
pry his mouth open. Get the right 
equipment: a soft-bristled toothbrush 
for your dog, or a kitty toothbrush 
for your cat, as well as an enzymatic 
toothpaste. (We don’t use Fluoride 
toothpaste in our pets; they will not 
spit. They can have their fluoride 
treatments during dental procedures 
when we can swab it out safely). I, 
personally, do not care for the finger 
brushes. They don’t have bristles all 
the way around, and they spin when 
you use them. Pull your pet’s lips 
back so you can actually see the back 
teeth. Then gently rub the teeth with 
the toothpaste and toothbrush. They 
will naturally lick and chew because 
you have put something in their 
mouth. Distinguish that from dislike.

Maybe 2014 is the year you 
commit to your appearance. Apply 

the wrinkle creams, manage 
the hair, spruce up the 
look for 2014. Share that 
commitment with your pet. 
Plan regular grooming

appointments so the hair 
does not get matted and 
the toenails gets regularly 
trimmed. Many times, when 
an owner brings me a pet, 
it is because the groomer, 
while picking through the 
hair, nails, or ears, came 
upon something that 
seemed abnormal. It is great 
to have a fresh set of eyes 
looking closely at your pet 
every now and then.

The most important 
resolution, I saved for last. 
We should all strive for 

2014 to be more diligent in following 
the directions on medications: ours 
and our pet’s. Give the Heartworm 
medications the same day you pay 
your mortgage or on the first of the 
month. Attach it to a day you can 
easily remember. If you or your pet 
have been prescribed antibiotics, 
finish the course. Taking a partial 
course of antibiotics is a very good 
way to get dangerous resistant 
bacteria. If your pet takes arthritis 
medications, get the recommended 
blood test every 6 months. Following 
directions on medications and 
monitoring drug levels and effects are 
among the safest ways to stay well.

It is inevitable that we will make 
promises to ourselves that we do not 
keep. However, we can only be more 
and do better when we strive to do 
so. Let’s all prepare to make 2014 a 
safe, better, healthier year  
for both our four- and our  

two-legged 
families.

PLAYFUL STUFF FOR HUMANS & 
THE ANIMALS WHO TRAIN THEM

YOUR PET SHOP FOR ALL THINGS GOOD  & NATURAL
2826 TAMIAMI TRAIL, PORT CHARLOTTE, FL
OPEN 7 DAYS Monday-Saturday 11-5  Sunday 12-4

941-627-4093
w w w. c a t n d o g s t u f f . c o m

Grain Free Food & Treats • Herbal Remedies • Beds 
Toys • Pet & People Jewelry • Harnesses - ID Tags 

SPECIAL FOOD ORDERS AVAILABLE

 HAPPY HOWLIDAZ & BEST WISHES 
FOR THE NEW YEAR

                 

Premium  
Food 

for less than  
$1.00  

per pound

Don’t They Deserve  
The Best?

• All Day Play
• All-Inclusive Pricing

• Free Web Cams
• Certified Camp Counselors

• Large Indoor/Outdoor Play Yards

Doggy Day Care &  Boarding
Where a  Dog  can  be a  Dog!

941-875-9410
17266 Toledo Blade Boulevard

Port Charlotte, FL 33954
www.campbowwow.com/portcharlotte

®

®

Rabies can, thankfully, be prevent-
ed with proper vaccination. There 
are a couple of types of rabies vac-
cines available for cats. One type 
of Rabies vaccine contains only a 
killed form of the virus. This vaccine 
requires an additional component 
called an adjuvant that stimulates 
the cat’s immune 
system to notice 
the dead virus and 
make antibioties in 
response. It is avail-
able as 1- and 3-year 
vaccines. In addition, 
there is a recom-
binant vaccine for 
Rabies which doesn’t 
need the additional 
adjuvant. It is avail-
able as a 1-year 
vaccine, however 
the company that 
makes it has recently 
received a license 
to market a 3-year 
recombinant Rabies 
vaccine for cats.

The other core vaccine is for 
the upper respiratory complex of 
viruses: Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis, 
Calici and Panleukopenia (FVRCP). 
These all cause runny eyes and 
nose, sneezing, coughing, loss of 
appetite and lethargy. Panleukope-
nia is also called Feline Parvovirus. 
And like its cousin, Canine Parvo-
virus, it can cause intestinal illness 
and suppress the immune system. 
Rhinotracheitis is a Herpes virus 
which an infected cat carries all its 
life. It may or may not recur later  
in life. 

Non-core vaccines protect against 
various diseases for which not 
all cats are at risk. They include 
Feline Leukemia (FeLV), Feline im-
munodeficiency virus (FIV), Feline 
Bordetella, Chlamydia and Virulent 
Systemic Calicivirus. FIV, Chlamydia, 
and Virulent Systemic Calicivirus 
vaccines are seldom administered. 
FeLV, though, is very commonly giv-
en. The vaccine is very effective and 
safe. It is generally recommended 
for any cats that EVER go outside, 
go to cat shows or are around any 
FeLV (+) cats. 

Now that we’ve discussed the 
vaccines and diseases, let’s see how 
and when these vaccines are best 
administered. What cats should 
receive each one and how often.

The CORE vaccines: Rabies and 
FVRCP (feline respiratory complex) 
should be given to all cats. Ideally 
the FVRCP vaccine is given every 3 

weeks beginning at 8 weeks of age 
and continued through 16 weeks of 
age. The adult cat should then be 
boostered 1 year after completing 
the kitten series and then every 3 
years for the life of the cat. You and 
your veterinarian can discuss varia-
tions of this protocol depending 

on what age your cat 
starts vaccinations and 
previous vaccination 
history. Rabies is given 
first at 16 weeks of age. 
It is boostered a year 
later with a 1- or 3-year 
vaccine.

The primary non-core 
feline vaccine is FeLV 
which protects against 
Feline Leukemia. It is 
a recombinant vaccine 
with no adjuvant. We 
give it to kittens begin-
ning around 8 to 12 
weeks of age, repeat-
ing in 3 to 4 weeks. It is 
then boostered a year 

later. After that it is repeated every 
1 or 2 years depending on the cat’s 
risk of exposure.

Now what happens if your cat has 
an unusual reaction to the vaccine? 
This is the reason for the concern 
and controversy hovering over fe-
line vaccination. Although there are 
quite a few adverse reactions that 
can occur, they are all extremely 
rare. Due to the improvement in 
vaccine technology, adverse reac-
tions have declined in frequency 
very dramatically. Some vaccine 
reactions we see include vomiting, 
diarrhea, sleepiness, soreness, loss 
of appetite, hair loss, inflammation 
at injection site and tumor forma-
tion at the injection site. Most of 
these effects last only 1 to 3 days 
and don’t require treatment. Hair 
loss can be temporary or perma-
nent and may occur at the injection 
site or elsewhere. Skin tumors, 
which can be very serious, can form 
at the site of any injection in cats in 
response to inflammation. Luckily it 
is very uncommon.

Your cat’s health is very important 
to you. Congratulations! Now you 
can team with your cat’s doctor 
to knowledgably provide the best 
preventive care for your cat.

Dr. Dan Bowen graduated from Vet 
School at the University of Wisconsin 
in 1992. He then completed an intern-
ship at the Animal Emergency Center 
in Milwaukee. He owns the Animal 
Medical Clinic of Punta Gorda and can 
be reached at 941-639-9600.

FOR LIFE’S SCARIEST MOMENTS

Try Our 
Natural Calming Sprays and Chews 

for cats and dogs

Proven effective during vet visits, storms, noise, travel, training,  
separation, crating and other stressful times. 
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our Viewpoint           

It’s time for us Floridians to think 
about going on vacation. Our  
winter residents have returned 
home for the summer; now it’s 
our turn to plan a trip. Here we 
go, let’s make plans! 

Since we now have Keeper, we 
are considering our options. We 
can take Keeper on our family trip 
or leave him home with friends. 
We could also have a pet sitter 
come in several times a day to 
feed and exercise him. We also 
have a few referrals for a boarding 
kennel.

Since we will be away for at 
least ten days, we decided for a 
young dog like Keeper it would 
be best to trade dog sitting with 
our friends or to check out the 
boarding kennel. Keeper is used to 
our being home with him most of 
the day, and we believe he will be 
happier having someone with him 
during the day. 
                    

After checking with our friends,  
we found they were going to be 
away on a trip some of the days 
we are planning on traveling. We 
are now checking out boarding 
facilities in our area and have 
composed the following questions 
and concerns. 
 

1. We want to observe how the 
staff interacts with the dogs in 
their care. 

2. Can we provide Keeper’s own 
food and treats?

3. How are the dogs exercised 
and how frequently?      

4. How often are the dogs fed? 

What does the staff do when 
a dog won’t eat due to being 
stressed?

5. What is done if your pet  
becomes ill?

6. Does the kennel require im-
munizations be up to date? Also, 
is the property treated for fleas 
and ticks? Does the kennel  
require pets arrive with flea treat-
ment?

7. Is the facility clean?
8. May we call during Keeper’s 

stay to check on his adjustment?
9. Can we bring a couple of toys 

and a blanket or bed for our dog? 

Licks and Wags,
Carol & Keeper

Carol Tollini is owner of Pleasant 
Run Dog Training, Grooming, and 
Boarding, located in south Punta 
Gorda. In addition to dog training, 
boarding, grooming, and puppy 
kindergarten, Pleasant Run also of-
fers agility classes from September 
through May. You may email Carol at 
carol@FloridaPet.net.    

Good Dog
Kennel Quest

941.639.7959
Owners: Nick & Sue Randall • 1200 W. Retta Esp. J36, Punta Gorda, FL 33950

admin@village-fish-market.com • www.village-�sh-market.com

Located by the center courtyard
in beautiful Fishermen’s Village.

Shop Punta Gorda!

The Village Fish Market and Restaurant 
has great offers to everyone throughout 

the summer. Choose from the offers 
below...there is an offer every day!

VALID May 1st through September 30th, 2014
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

MONDAY - All you can eat Fish ‘n’ Chips - $11.50*** 
All you can eat Broiled Swai and choice of side - $14.50***

TUESDAY - All you can eat Fish ‘n’ Chips - $11.50*** 
All you can eat Broiled Swai and choice of side - $14.50***

WEDNESDAY - FREE cup of New England clam chowder or Soup of the Day*

THURSDAY - Kids eat FREE from Kid’s Menu**

FRIDAY - Complete your meal with dessert for $2* - Chocolate Creation $3*

SATURDAY - Complete your meal with dessert for $2* - Chocolate Creation $3*

SUNDAY - Enjoy one glass of house wine or draft beer
for just $2 when you dine with us (21 and over)*

***All you can eat - Is all you can eat, not all you can carry! No take out boxes allowed. Fish is assorted
varieties, unless otherwise stated.   **Max 2 children under 12 per adult purchasing an entree.  

* Purchase of entree required.

Pet Friendly 
Pa�o Dining

GLUTEN FREE
menu choices!

Summer
     Specials!

By Carol Tollini

Shampoo

Rescue your
New Best Friend
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Cageless Boarding, Daycare and Grooming

The only award winning
facility and groomer in the Cape

STAFFED 24/7
GROOMING TUESDAY - SUNDAY

PET SUPPLIES/UNIQUE GIFTS
HEALTHY BAKERY TREATS/FOOD

1318 Lafayette St.
CAPE CORAL, FL 33904
www.DogDaysDelight.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Fri: 7am - 8pm

Sat, Sun & Holidays: 9am - 6pm

239-471-0414

Creative Touches 
from your Groomer

By Nicole Kane

located 1/4 mile south  
     of Burnt Store road

SALTY PAWS
A Pet Paradise for Dog 

& Cat Lovers
Est. 1994

20% OFF
Travel Gear!

Coupon Cannot Be Combined With Other Offers 
& Must Be Presented At Time Of Purchase.

Includes All In-Stock: Strollers, 
Car Seats, Airline Carriers, and 
More, Visit Our Punta Gorda 

Store For Even More Options!

Located In Fishermen’s Village • 1200 W. Retta Esplanade #F-8 • Punta Gorda FL 33950

Offer Valid Thru Sept. 30, 2014

www.SaltyPaws .com • 941.575.7599

Our Entire Selection Of 

• Vaccine Titers
• Mercury Free Rabies
• Bioresonance/Biofeedback

• Allergy Testing & Treatments
• Heartworm Flea Control
• Traditional Vaccines

Serving All Of Florida

NON ANESTHESIA DENTALS

Other  
Services

www.NaturalVeterinaryServices.com
941-724-0366

www.facebook.com/naturalveterinaryservices

Shampoo

First came the Bandana, then bows, but nowadays there is so much 
more! Many groomers now have little extras that can be added to your 
pet’s grooming at very little additional cost. Some examples are:

 
     
• Sparkly tinsel and/or colored 
extensions like you see in  
human hair. 
• Collar Bows that last for weeks 
 - from flowers to handmade  
 bow ties 
• Glitter designs done with  
stencils that last any-
where from 3-10 days 
• Temporary hair color lasting   
from a little over a week to three 
months, depending on the product.

Most of these items are self-
explanatory, but when it comes to 
color, there are many different  
avenues that can be utilized to safe-
ly give a special flare to a pet’s coat. 
There are pet hair chalks, 
pastes, liquids, and 
airbrushing. These 
products will last 
up to two weeks 
and most will 
not bleed onto 
furniture or 
carpet if 
properly 
applied.

There are 
also semi-
perma-
nent hair 
dyes that 
last 3-4 
months 
that are 
MADE 
FOR PETS. 
When it 
coms to col-
oring a pet’s 
coat, it should 
only be done 
professionally.  
Your pet’s safety 
should be most im-
portant. 
   Unfortunately, most hair 
color will not show up on darker 
coats, but chalks and glitter gel will. 
IT IS NOT SAFE to bleach or “lift” 
color out of a pet’s coat.  

Unlike human hair that feeds from 
root to end, dog and cat hair feeds 
from end to root. So, no matter 
how far you attempt to bleach a 
coat from the skin, it will get there 
eventually and can cause up to 
third-degree chemical burns up to 
72 hours after application. Please 
understand this. Anyone willing to 
do this procedure does not have 
your pet’s best interests in mind.

The point is, have fun, add some 
flair, but safety is first! There are 
many products out there that are 
pet-safe and work fabulously, so 
make sure your groomer is us-
ing products meant to be used 
on pets… not on humans. Recom-
mended products are Warren Lon-

don’s Critter Color, OPAWZ 
(Hair Paste, Semi-Perm 

Dye, Hair Chalk, and 
Glitter Gel), Pet-

Edge Hair Colors 
(although not 

very true to 
color), Davis 
(Hair Color 
and Glitter), 
and Espree 
Blowpens. 
Make 
sure your 
groomer is 
using one 
of these 
pet-safe 
products, 
and have 
some fun or 

show your 
team spirit!  

 
Nicole Kane, 

owner/operator  
of  Dog Days Delight, 

an award-winning 
cageless boarding, day-

care, and grooming facility 
in Cape Coral, can be reached 

at nicole@FloridaPet.net. With over  
a decade of experience, Nicole strives  
to help the animal  community and 
their families.

 • Feathers that are crimped into  
   the hair, commonly the ears. 
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Cats  are among the world’s 
best  s leepers .  They s lumber 
away about  60 percent  of  their 
l ives… up to  16 hours  out  of 
every  24.  This  schedule means 
that  a  n ine-year-old  cat  has 
been awake for  only  about 
three years  of  i ts  l i fe! 

A  typica l  fe l ine day inc ludes 
over  15 hours  of  s leeping and 
dozing and four  to  s ix  hours 
of  grooming and play ing ,  with 
the rest  of  the day devoted to 
hunt ing ,  eat ing ,  and explor ing.

There are  three types  of 
adult  fe l ine s leep… the short 
nap,  the longer  l ight  s leep, 
and the deep s leep.

Per iods  of  l ight  s leep and 
deep s leep a l ternate.  When 
k i tty  sett les  down for  more 
than a  br ief  “catnap,”  the 
phase of  l ight  s leep lasts  for 
about  hal f  an hour.  He then 
exper iences  deep s leep for  s ix 
to  seven minutes.  Dur ing deep 
s leep,  the cat ’s  body re laxes, 
and he appears  to  be dream-
ing ( twitching and quiver ing) . 
In  humans,  th is  phase is  re-
ferred to  as  REM s leep (rap-
id  eye movement) .  After  the 
deep s leep,  the adult  cat  then 
returns  to  another  bout  of  30 
minutes  of  l ight  s leep unt i l  he 
eventual ly  wakes  up.

A napping cat  i s  on “radar 
patrol ,”  scanning the environ-
ment  for  any smal l  sound.  His 
very  keen senses  keep him 
alert  to  any changes in  the en-
v ironment when he is  in  l ight 
s leep phases.  Thus,  when you 
choose a  s i te  for  your  cat ’s 
bed,  keep in  mind his  need 
for  warmth and secur i ty. 
Look for  a  s i te  that  i s  h igh 
and protected.  I f  h is  nap-
ping p lace is  enclosed on 
at  least  three s ides,  he’ l l 
feel  re laxed and secure.  I f 
the enclosure has  a  top, 
he’ l l  feel  even safer.

Observers  have not-
ed that  the temperature 

of  the room determines  the 
s leeping cat ’s  body pos it ion. 
When the temperature is  less 
than 55 degrees  (not  that 
common in  our  area) ,  a  cat 
usual ly  cur ls  up with h is  head 
tucked into h is  body.  As  the 
temperature increases,  the 
cat ’s  s leeping pos it ion opens 
up.  At  over  70 degrees,  a  cat 
usual ly  l ies  uncur led with h is 
paws out  in  f ront . 

When a  cat  wakes,  he usu-
a l ly  takes  a  few minutes  to 
stretch and restore h is  c i rcu-
lat ion.  A  yawn or  two later, 
fo l lowed by a  quick  face wash, 
he’s  ready for  act ion.

I f  you have a  cat ,  chances 
are  very  good that  you have a 
cat  carr ier  to  transport  your 
cat .  Consider  a lso  us ing the 
carr ier  for  k i tty ’s  catnaps.  I f 
the carr ier  i s  padded with h is 
favor i te  b lanket ,  the fami l iar 
scent  wi l l  help  h im to accept 
i t ,  g iv ing h im plenty  of  oppor-
tunity  to  explore the cat  tax i 
before you have to  use i t  for 
transportat ion.  P lace i t  in  a 
room where k i tty  l ikes  to  hang 
out ,  and remove the door,  i f 
poss ib le.  Put  treats  or  favor-
i te  toys  ins ide,  and let  h im 
discover  i t  on h is  own.  Per-
haps he wi l l  f ind the carr ier 
su itable  for  h is  next  catnap. 
A  l i tt le  work ahead of  t ime 
wi l l  make the dreaded tr ip  to 
your  cat  c l in ic  eas ier,  and may 
provide the perfect  spot  for  a 
catnap!

Give your  cat  a  hug… but 
don’t  wake him up!

 PurrSnickitty

Cat Naps... 
or how a cat sleeps! 

by Kathie Lynch

Cemetery and Cremation Services
27200 Jones Loop Road  v  Punta Gorda, FL 33982

35 Years of Compassionate Care
Shows Our Dedication to the Families
We Serve and the Trust We have Built

PET HAVEN

Pre-planning
and Financing 

Available

941-637-0332
www.royalpalmmemorial.com

Cat Etiquette For A New Year
by Tabby

 ...Kindly  
 arrange 
 the sun so
 it falls upon
 me more
 evenly as 
I nap...

941-475-5402

Cemetery and Cremation Services
27200 Jones Loop Road  v  Punta Gorda, FL 33982

35 Years of Compassionate Care
Shows Our Dedication to the Families
We Serve and the Trust We have Built

PET HAVEN
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Dear TabbyPurrSnicKitty

I get excited when an elderly cat 
comes into my office. The longev-
ity of cats has always impressed 
me. The adage about nine lives 
is at least partially true. Cats will 
often escape dire injury or illness, 
brush themselves off and continue 
on without so much as a sigh. I see 
cats over 18 years old routinely, 
and I am most proud to treat 
them.

Cats are individuals and, like 
people, they experience advancing 
years in their own unique ways. 
Many cats begin to encounter age-
related physical changes between 
seven and ten years of age, and 
most do so by the time they are 
12. The commonly held belief that 
every “cat year” is worth seven 
“human years” is not entirely ac-
curate. A one-year-old cat is physi-
ologically similar to a 16-year-old 
human, and a two-year-old cat is 
like a person of 21. For every year 
thereafter, each cat year is worth 
about four human years. Using 
this formula, a ten-year-old cat is 
similar age-wise to a 53-year-old 
person.

Aging is a natural process. 
Although many complex physical 
changes accompany advancing 
years, age is not a disease. Many 
conditions that affect older cats 
may not be correctable, but they 
can often be controlled. The key 
to making sure your senior cat has 
the healthiest and highest qual-
ity of life possible is to recognize 
and reduce factors that may be 
health risks. Detect disease as 
early as possible, correct or delay 
the progression of disease, and 
improve or maintain the health of 
the body’s systems.

Owners of older cats often notice 
changes in their cat’s behavior, but 
consider these changes an inevita-
ble and untreatable result of aging 
and fail to report them to their 
veterinarian. Failure to use the lit-
ter box, changes in activity levels, 
and alterations in eating, drinking, 
or sleeping habits are examples. 

While veterinarians believe that 

some behavior problems are due 
to the diminishing mental abili-
ties of aging cats, it is a mistake 
to automatically attribute all such 
changes to old age. In fact, the 
possibility of some underlying 
medical condition should always 
be the first consideration. Disease 
of virtually an organ system, or 
any condition that causes pain or 
impairs mobility can contribute to 
changes in behavior. For example: 
a fearful cat may not become 
aggressive until it is in pain (e.g., 
from dental disease) or less mo-
bile (e.g., from arthritis).

The increased urine production 
that often results from diseases 
common to aging cats (e.g., 
kidney failure, diabetes, mellitus, 
or hyperthyroidism) may cause 
the litter box to become soiled 
more quickly than expected. The 
increased soil and odor may cause 
cats to find a bathroom more to 
their liking.

Many cats that do not mark 
their territory with urine, even if 
exposed to intruding cats, may 
begin to do so if a condition like 
hyperthyroidism develops. Cats 
with painful arthritis may have 
difficulty gaining access to a litter 
box, especially if negotiating stairs 
is required. Even climbing into the 
box may be painful for such cats; 
urinating or defecating in an inap-
propriate location is the natural 
result. Older cats may be more 
sensitive to changes in the house-
hold since their ability to adapt to 
unfamiliar situations diminishes 
with age.

What’s the take-home message? 
Never assume that changes you 
see in your older cat are simply 
due to old age and, therefore, 
untreatable. Any alteration in your 
cat’s behavior or physical condi-
tion should alert you to contact 
your veterinarian. Your veterinar-
ian may suggest evaluating your 
healthy senior cat more frequently 
than a younger cat — for example, 
every six months instead of once a 
year.            (continued on page 9)  

The Special Needs 
of Senior Cats

By Eric W. Averill, DVM, MPH

14500 Tamiami Trail  
North Port,FL 34287
(941) 426-5700

Dr. Matthew Kelcourse, DVM
Gulf Breeze Veterinary Hospital

(formerly Angel Animal Clinic)
A Full Service Hospital • Brand New State of the Art In House  

Diagnostic Lab • Clear Digital Radiology • Fully Equipped Surgery Suite
Orthopedic Surgery • Spinal Surgery • Internal Medicine  

& General Surgery • Wellness & Illness Exams • In-house Diagnostics
Complimentary Orthopedic Exams • No-Cost Adoption Exams

A Family Friendly Atmosphere

In Northport
www.gulfbreezeveterinaryhospital.com

Mon - Tues - Thurs - Fri   
8am to 6pm

Wed & Sat 
8am to 2pm
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Dear Tabby

Dear Tabby,
Am I crazy, or are some of us im-

mune to the effects of catnip? Nat-
urally, since our human loves us, 
we’ve got a caboodle of the stuff 
and my housemates are having a 
ball with it. Our human just has to 
take the bag out of its hiding place 
in the kitchen, and big old Garp is 
at her feet in two seconds — and 
Angel follows a bit behind.

When she puts some catnip 
on the floor, Garp dives right in, 
sniffing, licking and chewing the 
leaves. He rubs his chin and cheeks 
into the pile then plops in for a 
full-body roll. Angel is not quite as 
exuberant — she is a very digni-
fied cat; but she will sit down next 
to Garp and, occasionally, sniff or 
touch her tongue to the catnip. I 
don’t get it… What’s wrong with 
me?

Sober in Sanibel

Dear Sober,
You have absolutely nothing to 

worry about, and I’d go so far as to 
suggest that “immunity” to catnip 
might even be a blessing. Those of 
us who do love the stuff tend to 
make big fools of ourselves from 
time to time.

According to some of my veteri-
nary pals, cats can be divided into 
three categories in their response 
to catnip: total responders, partial 
responders, and non-responders. 
How interesting that you and your 
feline friends represent the full 
spectrum!

About 70 percent of us (cats, that 
is) show at least some response, 
and it is believed that this ten-
dency is transmitted genetically to 
offspring. Catnip, a member of the 
mint family, is a harmless herb that 

can have a stimulating effect on all 
families of cats — including lions 
and tigers!

Garp, clearly, is a total responder. 
Along with all that sniffing, licking, 
chewing, chin- and cheek-rubbing, 
and rolling, Tabby suspects that he 
probably scratches, salivates and 
vocalizes quite a bit, too. On the 
other paw, Angel, like most partial 
responders, is attracted to the 
herb but can keep her composure 
and enjoy a little buzz without 
becoming silly. 

The response to catnip usually 
lasts about five to 15 minutes; 
then, for at least an hour, your pals 
will not respond to the plant at all. 
Both sniffing and eating catnip is 
a harmless, non-addictive, enjoy-
able experience for cats like your 
housemates. 

Kittens tend to avoid the plant 
for some reason, and appear to be 
unattracted until they are about 
three months old. Stressed cats 
may not respond to catnip’s lure, 
either.

Recently, I overheard a human 
visitor explain how she uses catnip 
for what she referred to as be-
havior modification. She told my 
human that she puts catnip spray 
on her cat’s scratching post so the 
dear little beast won’t destroy the 
furniture. Then, horror of horrors, 
my human admitted that she had 
used catnip-filled balls to encour-
age exercise in a feline friend who 
lived with her many years ago! I 
had no idea she could be so devi-
ous.

But, back to you, dear writer. 
You’re just fine, and so are your 
pals. My advice is to just sit back 
and enjoy Garp’s antics.

Best wishes, Tabby

Cats And Catnip!
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of  the room determines  the 
s leeping cat ’s  body pos it ion. 
When the temperature is  less 
than 55 degrees  (not  that 
common in  our  area) ,  a  cat 
usual ly  cur ls  up with h is  head 
tucked into h is  body.  As  the 
temperature increases,  the 
cat ’s  s leeping pos it ion opens 
up.  At  over  70 degrees,  a  cat 
usual ly  l ies  uncur led with h is 
paws out  in  f ront . 

When a  cat  wakes,  he usu-
a l ly  takes  a  few minutes  to 
stretch and restore h is  c i rcu-
lat ion.  A  yawn or  two later, 
fo l lowed by a  quick  face wash, 
he’s  ready for  act ion.

I f  you have a  cat ,  chances 
are  very  good that  you have a 
cat  carr ier  to  transport  your 
cat .  Consider  a lso  us ing the 
carr ier  for  k i tty ’s  catnaps.  I f 
the carr ier  i s  padded with h is 
favor i te  b lanket ,  the fami l iar 
scent  wi l l  help  h im to accept 
i t ,  g iv ing h im plenty  of  oppor-
tunity  to  explore the cat  tax i 
before you have to  use i t  for 
transportat ion.  P lace i t  in  a 
room where k i tty  l ikes  to  hang 
out ,  and remove the door,  i f 
poss ib le.  Put  treats  or  favor-
i te  toys  ins ide,  and let  h im 
discover  i t  on h is  own.  Per-
haps he wi l l  f ind the carr ier 
su itable  for  h is  next  catnap. 
A  l i tt le  work ahead of  t ime 
wi l l  make the dreaded tr ip  to 
your  cat  c l in ic  eas ier,  and may 
provide the perfect  spot  for  a 
catnap!

Give your  cat  a  hug… but 
don’t  wake him up!

 PurrSnickitty

Cat Naps... 
or how a cat sleeps! 

by Kathie Lynch

     Dear Tabby...

        Bathrooms
Always  accompany guests 

to  the bathroom. I t  i s  not 
necessary  to  do anything.  
Just  s i t  and stare.

           Doors
Do not  a l low any c losed 

doors .  To get  a  door  open, 
stand on hind legs  and ham-
mer with forepaws… loudly. 
Once door  is  opened,  i t  i s  not 
necessary  to  use i t .  After  you 
have ordered an “outs ide” 
door  opened,  stand hal fway 
in  and out  and th ink about 
several  th ings.  This  i s  part ic -
u lar ly  important  dur ing ra iny 
weather,  or  mosquito  season.

     Chairs  and Rugs
I f  you have to  throw up, 

get  to  a  chair  quick ly.  I f  you 
cannot  manage in  t ime,  f ind 
the nearest  rug.  When throw-
ing up on the carpet ,  make 
sure you back up so what  you 
leave behind is  as  long as  a 
human’s  bare foot .

         Hampering
I f  one of  your  humans is 

engaged in  some act iv i ty  and 
the other  i s  id le ,  stay  with 
the busy one.  This  i s  ca l led 
“helping ,”  otherwise known 
as  “hampering.”  Fol lowing are 
the ru les  for  “hampering.”

When superv is ing  cooking , 
s i t  behind the left  heel  of  the 
cook.  You cannot  be seen and 
thereby stand a  better  chance 
of  being stepped on… and 
picked up and comforted.

For  book readers ,  get  in 
c lose,  between the eyes  and 
the book,  unless  you can l ie 
across  the book i tse l f.

For  paperwork,  l ie  on the 
work in  the most  appropr iate 
manner  so as  to  obscure as 
much of  the work as  poss ib le. 
Pretend to  doze,  but  every  so 
often reach out  and s lap the 
penci l  or  pen.  Rol l ing  around 
is  a lso  good.

When a  human is  hold ing 
the newspaper,  be sure to 

lunge for  the back of  the pa-
per.  Humans love to  jump.

When your  human is  work-
ing at  the computer,  jump 
up on the desk,  walk  across 
the keyboard,  bat  the mouse, 
then lay  in  the human’s  lap, 
across  the arms,  hampering 
typing.  I t ’s  best  to  do th is 
whi le  the human is  typing , 
before they have t ime to  do 
what  they ca l l  “save,”  as  i t 
wi l l  get  them real ly  exc i ted.

             Walk ing
As often as  poss ib le,  dart 

quick ly,  and as  c lose as  pos-
s ib le ,  in  f ront  of  the human… 
especia l ly  on sta irs ,  or  when 
they have something in  their 
arms.  I t  a lso  works  wel l  in  the 
dark  or  when they f i rst  get  up 
in  the morning.  This  wi l l  help 
their  coordinat ion sk i l l s .

            Bedt ime
Always  s leep on the human 

at  n ight  so  he/she cannot 
move around.

            L i tterbox
When us ing the l i tter  box, 

be sure to  k ick  as  much l i tter 
out  of  the box as  poss ib le . 
Humans love the feel  of  k i tty 
l i tter  between their  toes.

            H id ing
Every  now and then,  h ide 

in  a  p lace where the humans 
cannot  f ind you.  Do not  come 
out  for  three to  four  hours , 
under  any c i rcumstances.  This 
wi l l  cause the humans to  pan-
ic  (which they love) ,  th inking 
that  you have run away or  are 
lost .  Once you do come out , 
the humans wi l l  cover  you 
with love and k isses ,  and you 
wi l l  probably  get  a  treat .

One Last  Thought
Whenever  poss ib le,  get 

c lose to  a  human,  especia l ly 
their  face,  turn around,  and 
present  the unders ide of  your 
ta i l  to  them. Humans love 
th is ,  so  do i t  often.  And don’t 
forget  the guests .

Cat Etiquette For A New Year
by Tabby

 

239-226-1114
www.AnimalGeneralVet.com
7101 Cypress Lake Drive Unit 59, Fort Myers, 33907
Located  West of US-41 In front of Costco
               

Full Service Animal Hospital
• Fully Monitored Dental and Surgical Procedure
• In-house Laboratory
• Preventive Medicine and Client Education
• Radiology
• Drop-off Service Available
• Prescription Flea Prevention 
• Acupuncture

www.AnimalGeneralVet.com • Se Habla Español   

239-226-1114
www.AnimalGeneralVet.com

7101 Cypress Lake Drive Unit 59, Fort Myers, FL 33907
Located west of US-41 in front of Costco

(continued from page 8)   
    If your cat has a medical condi-
tion, more frequent evaluations 
may be necessary. During your 
cat’s examination, the veterinarian 
will gather a complete medical and 
behavioral history, perform a thor-
ough physical examination in order 
to evaluate every organ system, 
check your cat’s weight and body 
condition, and compare them to 
previous evaluations.   
   At least once a year certain tests, 

including blood tests, fecal exam, 
and urine analysis, will be sug-
gested. In this way, disorders can 
be found and treated early and 
ongoing medical conditions can be 
appraised to keep your senior cat 
in the best possible health for the 
longest possible time.

So, hug your senior cat… a little 
gentler.

Dr. Eric W. Averill is a fellow of 
the Academy of Feline Medicine.
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It’s such a tiny, little word… home. 
But to those of us who work or 
volunteer at the Animal Welfare 
League, it’s the biggest word of 
all. That simple 
word encom-
passes our 
minds day after 
day, hour after 
hour, minute 
after minute. In 
our shelter, as 
in any shelter, 
the search for a 
loving, forever 
home is our 
goal… for every 

wayward 
dog whose 
owner nev-
er claimed, 
for every 
wee kitten 
and puppy 
born into 

an overpopulated world, for every 
cat relinquished by its owner, home 
is now their ultimate goal, too.

We wish that reaching our goal 
would be easy. The AWL works 
so very hard to promote adop-
tions and to put our numerous, 
homeless dogs and cats into the 
public’s eye by newspaper articles, 
television, radio, storefronts and 
community events. Our website 
www.awlshelter.org is constantly 
updated showcasing our adoptable 
friends. Our adoptable dogs and 
cats are current with all vaccines, 
de-wormed, spay or neutered, 
and micro-chipped along with free 
canine manners classes for all dogs 
adopted from our shelter. The 
adoption also comes with a pack-
age that includes food samples, 
treats, a list of area veterinar-
ians, educational brochures and a 
reminder that we are only a phone 
call away if you have any questions 
or concerns.

Staff and volunteers work to-
gether with all shelter animals to 
increase their chances of finding 

their new, permanent homes. They 
socialize and interact with each 
and every animal. They teach the 
dogs good behavioral skills and 

bathe and groom them to always 
look their best. They spend quality 
time with the cats to discover their 
likes, as well as their dislikes. They 
commit to reduce stress, so that 
potential adopters can see each 
animal’s unique personality. This is 
done seven days a week, all striving 
towards the same goal. The animals 
work just as hard, because I be-
lieve they know this is their second 
chance… the chance to share their 
love with a lifelong family of their 
own.

We are not sure if the wonderful 
folks who choose to adopt from our 
shelter are aware of our continual 
struggle to find each and every ani-
mal a home, but we do know this… 
a shelter dog or cat, if given the 
opportunity, will undoubtedly bring 
loyalty and love to a new family 
who loves them back. By adopting 
a homeless pet you display an ex-
pression of compassion and of true 
respect for the value of animals,. 
You have taken a stand for life 
and, most importantly, you have 
answered the prayers of precious, 
orphaned dogs and cats… a home.

 

Gimme Shelter
There’s No Place Like Home

By Sharon Thomas

Sharon Thomas is the Executive 
Director of the Animal Welfare 
League located at 3519 Drance St., 
Port Charlotte. Call (941) 625-6720 
forinforma-tion or check all adopt-
able animals and shelter news at 
www.AWLshelter.org.

(239) 936-5533

“We make them  
sweet enough to sleep with”
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We’re devoted to the wellbeing  

and socialization  
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RETAIL
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Fort Myers, Florida 33901

We Open at 7am 
with Flexible Boarding Pick Up Times

Conveniently located near the  
Edison Mall & Mid-Point Bridge

Nature Calls



The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • August/September 2014 11

Does your golden retriever seem lethargic? Is your cat grooming  
excessively? Does one of your dogs bark excessively? Please check with 
your veterinarian first for any medical issues. The next thing to do is to 
consider energy work.

Most people have heard of energy work, maybe we’ve had acupuncture 
or Reiki treatments ourselves. 
Everything alive has chi or 
life force energy. Our world 
is made of energy. Optimiz-
ing our energy and keeping 
it flowing through the body 
helps us to stay healthy and 
function at our best. Accord-
ing to physicists, atoms and 
electrons make up every-
thing. What it means is that 
this field of energy radiates 
through and connects every-
thing that exists.

Through their instincts, our 
animals pick up energy from 
the earth, their food and — 
on an emotional level — from 
their owners. They hold in 
their body and emotions 
past abuses or traumas, fear 
and anxiety, which can lead 
to physical and behavioral 
problems.

  A new/old approach  
            to healing

Many forms of energy work 
exist. We will talk about one 
that we use in our practice. 
Healing Touch for Animals® 
(HTA) is a holistic approach to 
influencing health and well-
being though energy and 
intention. It was first taught 
in 1996 by Carol Komitor for 
use with companion animals. Used by more than 75,000 human healthcare 
practitioners around the world, healing touch is recognized by the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH).

Now that you know it’s backed up by science, energy work in many forms 
has been used for thousands of years by indigenous shamans and heal-
ers in many cultures. Studies that show people being helped by prayer at 
a distance are healed because of the energy of thoughts and intention. 
The sacred connection to plants, the land, the rivers and oceans, and the 
animals is part of who we are as humans. 

What are the chakras?
HTA works primarily with the chakra system. Chakras are energy centers 

that humans, dogs and cats all have to assimilate life force energy.  

When these centers are open, the chakras work in harmony. 
HTA promotes a deep relaxation enhancing all the systems of the 
body and allowing them to function more fully. The immune and 
endocrine systems are stimulated. The result is  
a happier and healthier animal with a deeper bond to  
their human. 

Blocked, overactive or underactive chakras may cause psycho-
logical or physical problems. The lower chakras correspond to 
basic survival needs and the upper are psychological and spiri-
tual in nature. Blocks happen from stress, illness, physical or 
emotional abuse, fear, grief and anxiety, to name a few factors.

Animals and humans have seven major chakras. HTA is one 
way to bring balance back to these energy vortexes. 

A case of giving up
One of our patients Harry was referred to us because he was 

not eating. This little dog was adopted and suffered several ill-
nesses and many rounds of antibiotics. After he started to feel 
better, he was neutered. He was severely depressed and stopped 
eating. He received holistic medical treatment to stimulate his 
appetite and the owners had to feed him with a syringe. Medi-
cally there was nothing else to do. They were afraid he would 
die. Since they loved him very much, they tried  
HTA treatments. 

During the initial session he communicated his anger at being 
neutered. We used essential oils and HTA to balance his solar 
plexus, root and heart chakras and remove blockages. During 
the second session he took some food. After the third session, 

the owner was able to easily wean him off the canned food and quickly he 
was back to his happy, playful self.

Many other modalities — music and color therapy, essential oils,  
massage, Reiki, acupuncture — can positively influence the energy body. 
All these techniques enhance the quality of life for our animals. In this way 
we return a small portion of the love and healing they so willingly give  
to us.

Bear Creek Veterinary Alternatives is a holistic specialty practice in  
Sarasota that is co-owned by Jaime Gonzalez DVM, CVA and Susan Blake 
Gonzalez. Dr. Gonzalez has 25 years of conventional, holistic and  
emergency medicine experience. Susan practices energy medicine and 
other shamanistic modalities. Please visit www.bearcreeksarasota.com or  
www.healingtouchforanimals.com.

Nature Calls
Energy Healing For Your  

Companion Animals
By Susan Blake Conzalez

WhAt do ChAkrAS do? 

Each major chakra governs an area of  
the body and has a color correspondence.  
The list shows behavioral and physical  
attributes and imbalances (in italics):

Root (or base) – red – related to survival, ground-
ing, pecking order, security, trust and courage. Fear, 
lack of trust, blood and bone disorders, arthritis.

Sacral (sexual) – orange – all aspects of reproduc-
tion, absorption of food, life force energy and  
vitality. Spay/neuter and breeding issues,  
confidence, low energy.

Solar plexus – yellow- center of power, confidence 
and communication with humans. Digestive issues, 
depression, immune system issues, nervousness, 
lack of confidence.

Heart – green – unconditional love, human/ 
animal bond, blood and physical life force within the 
body. Anger, aggression, blood disorders,  
emotional issues, unresolved grief, abused and  
rescued animal issues.

Throat – blue – all aspects of communication and 
expression. Excessive or inappropriate barking,  
metabolism, thyroid issues.

Brow (or third eye) – indigo - insight and telepathy 
– the way animals communicate. Depression, head-
aches, hearing loss, hyperactive, skin allergies.

Crown – violet or white – life force connection 
with divine, wisdom, service. Grief, depression, fear, 
eyesight issues, pining, senility, separation anxiety. 



The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • August/September 201412

Wild Things

 Parrot lovers know their birds are 
curious, intelligent, fun-loving  
beings who need new toys or 
stimulation to keep them inter-
ested and happy. A bored parrot 
can become a screaming, plucking, 
sometimes self-mutilating, bundle 
of nerves. Imagine spending all 
your time inside a barred room with 
nowhere to go! If your parrot isn’t 
getting enough stimulation and play 
time, think outside the cage and get 
a play stand.

Play stands come in all shapes, siz-
es and materials for enriching your 
bird’s play experience. Most come 
equipped with ladders, swings, 
bars, places to hang toys, and food 
and water cups. Tabletop and floor 
stands are both readily available. 

When choosing the best play 
stand for your bird, first consider 
the size and activity level. Materi-
als must be bird safe and the stand 
should be heavy enough so your 
bird can’t tip it over, no matter how 
hard he rocks, swings, or flaps on 
it! Consider the area where the 
stand will be placed and choose 
from metal or natural wood. Wood 
stands are usually manzanita or java 
wood, but newer wood types, such 
as bottlebrush or (baked) grapevine 
are highly recommended. Parrots 
especially enjoy chewing the bark 
off the natural bottlebrush perches 
and both these woods provide a 
sturdy, not slippery or uniform grip. 
It’s very important that your bird 
have a variety of perch sizes and 
textures (not dowels) to keep his 
feet healthy.

Choosing and taking home a new 
play stand is supposed to be a fun 
experience for you and your bird. 
But what happens when he takes 
one look at it and runs back into 
the cage, terrified? Every bird has a 
different personality and will react 
differently to new objects in the 
house. Some birds will immediately 
jump on the new stand and curious-
ly inspect it, needing no transition, 
while others will view it as a big, 
evil monster. A nervous bird that is 
terrified of a play stand will likely 
become highly stressed if simply 
placed on the new stand and could 

injure itself trying to frantically 
get away from it. This will create a 
negative experience with the new 
stand. As many bird owners already 
know, for those birds, the transition 
needs to be very gradual. 

If your plan is to keep the play 
stand in the bird’s room, start by 
putting the stand in the room with 
your bird, but as far away from the 
cage as possible. This will allow 
him to get used to the presence 
of the stand and examine it from 
afar. Once he seems comfortable 
with the stand being there, start 
slowly moving it closer to the cage. 
The goal is to get the stand close 
enough to the cage so that the bird 
can come out and investigate the 
stand on his own. When the cage is 
close enough, add favorite treats, 
nuts and/or toys on the play stand 
to entice him to go check it out. 

It is very important to remember 
that your energy plays a big part 
in how birds react to new things. 
Always remain calm and relaxed 
when introducing the stand, or any 
new object to your bird. If they 
panic, then calmly back up a bit and 
continue moving closer when the 
bird has relaxed; don’t stress out 
with them or feed into their fear.

In the early stages of introduction, 
you should pay no attention to the 
stand, just move about the house 
with your bird, gradually getting 
closer. The fact that you pay it no 
mind and show no fear or hesita-
tion with the new object will help 
the bird realize it’s not a threat. 
Eventually, with your patience and 
encouragement, he will enjoy the 
stand as you intended. Always 
make sure your bird is supervised 
when out of the cage. Don’t give 
up — just give it time. In the long 
run, having a play stand is very 
beneficial to your bird’s mental and 
physical health.

Paul Perez is Vice President of Par-
rot Outreach. He is a multiple-bird 
owner and has had birds since he was 
eight years old. He resides on a mini 
farm. You can reach Paul through 
Parrot Outreach at 1205 Elizabeth 
St., Punta Gorda or at www.parro-
toutreachsociety.org.

Wing Tips
Think Outside the Cage:  

Parrot Play Stands
By  Paul Perez
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Grazing A Gopher Tortoise
By Rachel Rainbolt, CROW Education Coordinator

Gopher Tortoises are long-lived 
reptiles that occupy upland habi-
tat throughout Florida including 
forests, pastures, and yards. Due 
to habitat loss, the species is list-
ed as “threatened” in 
Florida; both the tor-
toise and its burrow 
are protected under 
state laws. Gopher 
Tortoises share these 
burrows with more 
than 350 other spe-
cies, and are, there-
fore, referred to as 
a keystone species. 
Their presence in 
local ecosystems 
is crucial to the 
survival of many 
federally listed 
wildlife species 
including the 
Florida Mouse, 
Eastern Indigo 
Snake, and the 
Burrowing Owl. 

The most com-
mon reason Go-
pher Tortoises 
are admitted as 
patients is be-
cause of vehicle collisions. Once 
CROW’s medical staff has operat-
ed on the patients, their rehabili-
tation can begin. The main source 
of physical therapy for gopher 
tortoise patients is grazing. At this 
point our readers have probably 
turned their heads to the sky and 
are wondering what in the world 
does it means to graze a Gopher 
Tortoise, and why do we do it? 

Well, it all comes down to the 
injury. After being hit by a car, 
patients will often suffer from 
spine trauma which may result 
in mobility issues. As reptiles are 
cold-blooded, they cannot pro-
duce heat on their own like birds 
and mammals. Walking around in 
the sunlight helps regulate body 
temperature and metabolize food 
and medication while in CROW’s 
hospital. Walking around will 
encourage muscle growth and 
expedite the healing process for 
these animals.

This is why CROW needs vol-

unteer Gopher Tortoise grazers, 
but, don’t be fooled; it isn’t as 
easy as it sounds. Picture yourself 
entering the reception area of 
the hospital and grabbing your 

patient’s records 
from the black 
gopher tortoise 
grazing binder. Care-
ful observations and 
notes are extremely 
important. This 
enables the medical 
staff to determine 
improvements or 
monitor the contin-
ued need of various 

treatments. 
For the 
next hour 
you are the 
physician 
making no-
tations on 
a 1-5 scale 
(1 being 
the worst 
and 5 being 
the best) in 
regards to 
the follow-
ing: ap-

petite, mobility and presence of 
feces. This sounds kind of funny, 
but anybody who works in the 
medical field is well aware of 
how important it is to see bowel 
movement.

When recording the appetite, 
be sure to note what and how 
much the patient is eating. Often 
while patients are recovering they 
refuse to eat out of discomfort; if 
you notice the tortoise isn’t graz-
ing, try and pick some cactus or 
red hibiscus flower to stimulate 
them. Access to different types of 
vegetation is crucial, because this 
species consumes low-growing 
plants, broadleaf grasses, and 
legumes (bean family plants. 
Occasionally, they will also eat 
prickly pear cactus, blackberries, 
paw-paws, and seasonal fruits. 

When recording the mobility, be 
sure to note both the mobility of 
the front legs and the hind legs. 
Gopher tortoises need mobility of 
their front legs to be able to dig 

Wild Things
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holes and protect themselves from 
predators. They need full mobility of 
their hind legs to anchor themselves 
to the ground while digging holes as 
well as being able to walk. 

Gopher Tortoises may take up to 6 
months to completely recover from 
vehicle-related injuries. I can tell 
you through personal experience 
that you get attached; it becomes 
part of your normal routine. Then it 
happens; the time arrives for your 
patient to be released back where 
it came from. You put so much time 
and energy into an animal that at-
tempts to escape every time you 
take it outside. Even though it looks 

at you as the crazy person that fol-
lows it around and stares at its poop, 
getting the opportunity to see this 
animal during all stages of recov-
ery is quite amazing. Even more so 
when you consider they were hit by 
a piece of equipment weighing an 
average 4,000 lbs.! 

Rachel Rainbolt is Education 
Coordinator with the Clinic for the 
Rehabilitation of Wildlife (CROW) 
on Sanibel. You may reach her at 
rrainabolt@crowclinic.org.
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Adoption fees are $75 for dogs and $65 for 
cats and $6 for cats over 6 years old. Pets 
come fully vaccinated and spayed/neutered. 
Dogs also come with four free training 
lessons at the studio of ABC 4 K9’s. Pets 

also come with one month free pet insurance. Adoption hours are noon to 4pm 
Wednesdays-Sundays. The Animal Refuge Center is located at 18011 Old Bayshore 
Road N. Ft Myers Florida. For further information on any of our pets visit our web-
site www.animalrefugecenter.com or call (239) 731-3535.

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
3519 Drance Street  •  Port Charlotte, FL 33980

(941) 625-6720  •  www.awlshelter.org

The Adoption Center

 ANUBIS
is a one-year-
old, high-energy 
Australian Cattle 
dog mix. He is 
best in an active 
home with older 
children and no 
other pets.

Call Deva at 
EARS Animal Rescue,
941-681-3877,

stop by at 145 W. Dearborn St. in Englewood.  Visit us online at 
www.EARS4life.com. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY BOBBI AUSTIN

Come to the Gulf Coast Humane Society to spend time 
with these dogs and cats today! 

Gulf Coast Humane Society
2010 Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916 

Tel. (239) 332- 0364
www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org

6781 San Casa Drive 
Englewood, FL 34224
941.474.7884
www.humane.org

Baby  
Dobie 
is an 
8-year-old 
Doberman 
Pinscher 
mix.  
She is 
good 
natured 
and gentle 
and bonds 
very quickly to people.

Patches 
is a 1 
-1/2-year-
old Chihua-
hua/Jack 
Russell 
mix. She is 
a playful, 
active little 
dog that 
would be 
best with 
adults and 
older children.

Chiqui is 
a 5-year-
old terrier 
mix with 
a cuddly 
and playful 
personality. 
Since she 
has been 
with us for 
more than 6 
months, her 
adoption 
fee is just $10 plus rabies vaccine fee!

Ava is a 
3-year-old 
American 
Pit Bull 
Terrier 
mix who is 
housebro-
ken, gets 
along with 
kids, knows 
several 
commands, 
and can be 
left free 
roaming. This talented girl sings along 
with the piano!

Dyna is 
the little 
sister of 
Boss. She is 
a 13-week-
old spayed 
female, 
mixed 
breed 
puppy. 
Dyna loves 
to play and 
is a typical 
little sister. She wants to cuddle.  

Boss is a 
13-week-
old mixed-
breed 
puppy that 
is playful, 
affection-
ate and 
ready for 
his forever 
home. 
Boss likes 
other dogs and has lived with cats.

Meet 
Kimberly, 
an Ameri-
can Bulldog 
mix who 
enjoys an 
active life-
style and is 
looking for 
a new jog-
ging buddy. 

Meet 
May, a 
beautiful 
Pit Bull 
mix that 
enjoys 
playing 
fetch and 
cuddling. 
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This one-
year-old 
is already 
housebro-
ken and 
walks on a 
leash. Ter-
rence is a 
pit mix and 
a very good 
looking boy. 
He’s not too 
big, not too 
small, but 
just the right size. He will make a terrific 
pet.   

Crunch is 
a 2-year-old 
Curr/Boxer 
mix. She’s 
high-energy, 
very good 
natured 
and likes 
to cuddle 
and be with 
people. She 
is learning 
to sit, stay, 
lie down, 
and walk on a leash. Continued training 
is included with her adoption.

Gulf Coast Humane Society 
       2010 Arcadia St.  Fort Myers, FL

     (239) 332-0364
  www.gulfcoasthumanesociety.org 

           Come to the Gulf Coast  
                Humane Society to  
               spend time with these  
             cats and dogs today!
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Wookie 
is 6 
months 
old and 
she gets 
along 
with 
everyone. 
She will 
be an 
interac-
tive  
member 
of any household.  

Queen B 
is a 3-year-
old medium 
haired  
female.  
She is  
affectionate 
and would  
prefer a 
home where 
she is the 
only cat. 

Cringle is 
a 7-year-
old Beagle/
Collie mix. 
He loves 
people, 
other dogs 
and long 
walks. 
 No cats 
however!

 Tyler is 
a beautiful 
orange ti-
ger, sweet 
and shy. 
He loves 
to play 
and would 
make a 
great  
companion.

Kayla
Seven-

year-old 
Kayla has 
been around 
and knows 
the drill. No 
messing in 
the house, 
no pulling 
on the leash, 
follows com-
mands, and 
is a friend to 
everyone she meets. Such a nice girl!

Mooshu is 
a 6-year-old 
Domestic 
Shorthair 
mix with a 
tortoiseshell 
coat. She 
would like to 
be the only 
pet in her 
new home 
as other 
pets and 
children scare her. She is playful too!

Cuddles 
is a 
4-year-old 
Domestic 
Shorthair 
mix with 
a freckled 
nose. She 
has a raspy 
little meow 
when she 
wants your 
attention and would rather give you 
a kiss on the hand than get pets!

Neko is a 
4-year-old 
Domestic 
Shorthair 
mix with a 
short little 
tail. She 
is front 
declawed 
and will 
come to 
you when 
she wants 
attention. 
She might lay in your lap for cuddles!

Elbea is a 
2-year-old 
Rhodesian 
Ridgeback 
mix who 
gets along 
well with 
kids and 
dogs. She 
needs a 
daily walk 
and free 
running in a 
high-fenced yard so she can be happy!

Shiny 
black medi-
um fur and 
a wonder-
ful loving 
personal-
ity -  Samp-
son, a 1 
½-year-old, 
neutered 
male,  yel-
low-eyed 
beauty. He 
is playful like a puppy and very  
affectionate.

Holly is a 
1-½-year-old 
spayed fe-
male calico 
kitty. She is 
content and 
easy to get 
along with. 
Holly loves 
attention. 
Come into 
EARS new 
open cat 
rooms to play with Holly.

If large 
cats are your 
favorite, 
come meet 
Clyde. He is 
a stunning, 
marble-tab-
by neutered 
male cat and 
he will take 
up most of 
your lap. 
Clyde loves 
people and 
lady cats. Clyde is about 2 years old.

Baby is a 
3-year-old 
spayed fe-
male Silky 
Terrier. 
Baby is 
gentle and 
likes to sit 
on your 
lap.

Meet 
Raiyah, a 
beautiful 
blue eyed 
girl that 
enjoys 
bathing in 
the sun.

Meet 
Holly, a 
feline that 
knows 
she’s fabu-
lous. 

Meet 
Hanna, 
a Hound 
mix that 
is proud 
to be a 
couch 
potato.

Meet Alice! 
This little 
beauty is very 
sweet and loves 
attention. Want 
to be her best 
friend? Scratch 
her back and 
just above her 
tail, you’re sure 
to get kisses!

 
Allen is a 
5-year-old 
male and 
is looking 
for a qui-
eter home 
with no 
small 
children.  

Lily is a 
beautiful girl 
who is  front 
declawed 
and does 
well with 
other cats. 
She has 
never met 
a brush she 
doesn’t like 
and will lay 
there for as 
long as you will keep brushing her.

As his 
name 
implies, 
Scrappy 
has spunk. 
This 
energetic 
9-month-
old brown 
tiger is full 
of fun and 
mischief.
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MARK AND MARY PET SITTING

GOING OUT
OF TOWN?

5
0
4
3
6
5
1
7

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

941-380-5542

REASON ABLE
RESPON SIBLE

RELIABLE
PROFESSION AL

We Care When You’re Not There!
m a rka n d m a ryp etsittin g .co m

Callforfreecon su ltation
Member of NAPPS

Licensed, Bonded, & Insured

941-240-6447
Gina Duncan, Owner

pedgrd.wix.com/pawpals • pedgrd@msn.com

Get A Real Pet Sitter.®

Pet
CPR

Certified

1205 Elizabeth Street, Punta Gorda, FL 33950

941-347-8876

STROLLERS • CLOTHING • CARRIERS • STEP-IN HARNESSES  & MORE!

Animal Sitters 
of North Fort Myers & Cape Coral

Peace of Mind While  
You Are Away!

Kathleenluse@comcast.net

Advanced Pet Health
Specializing in  

Alternative Pet Health

941-889-8708

 
 Kathleen Luse,  

Pet Care Consultant

Punta Gorda Downtown Market - Saturday
Punta Gorda History Park - Sunday

Englewood Farmer’s Market - Thursday

The Pet Gazette Directory

Quality Grooming • Affordable Pricing
pawbrightpetsalon.com

(941) 235-8373
675 Tamiami Trail 

Port Charlotte, FL 33953

PET SALON

What Do You  
Say To A

Advanced Pet Health
Specializing in

941-889-8708
Kathleen luse c Pet Care Consultant c kathleenluse@comcast.

cKathleenluse@comcast.net

Advanced Pet Health
Specializing in  

Alternative Pet Health

941-889-8708

 
 Kathleen Luse,  

Pet Care Consultant
Alternative Pet Health

Grooming  
Headquarters

Robin’s
239-573-1622

Park 1110 - Suite 26
1110 NE Pine Island Rd.  

Cape Coral, FL 33909

Show Clips• Fluff Dry
Luxury Shampoo
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Full Service Dog & Cat Grooming

Preservative Free &
Baked with LOVE!

1093 N Toledo Blade Blvd. 
North Port, FL

atomicdogpetsalon@yahoo.com

www.atomicdogpetsalon.com

941-257-8108

Spirit Of  
   The Wolf 
“Holistic Healing  

    from the inside Out”
  dogs, Cats & Horses

Donna Weaver
Certified Animal  

reiki Practitoner
239-699-1864

    www.spiritofthewolf.biz

FrEE consuLTATIon! cALL For PrIcInG
941-661-2476 or 941-661-1622 - www.fur-to-feathers.com

Fur To Feathers Pet sitting service
complete Pet sitting services

Lesley Baber  
owner

Pet sitting, Daily Visits to overnight stays
Dog Walking and Home Watch services

references Available 
Your Kennel Alternative

no stress. We come to them!
certified, Insured & Bonded • Member of nAPPs

Class Act Grooming

Now Open

We’re A CUT Above The Rest

255-3647  
All Grooms

in Port Charlotte

Call

High Quality Grooms • Low Prices

$10.00  

OFF $5.00  

OFF

Bath & Nails

WE noW EnGrAVE PET AnD LuGGAGE TAGs! 
MEnTIon THIs AD AnD GET 10% oFF!!!

owners Jeff & sharon • open Fri -Sun 9am to 5pm

single Block - one Year Minimum (2.3125” wide x 2” high)  $35/month 
Prepaid - $30/month or $300/annual

Double Block - one Year Minimum (4.27” wide x 2” high)  $60/month 
Prepaid - $50/month or $500/annual

 

nAMe _____________________________________________ 

CoMpAny _________________________________________

AddreSS __________________________________________ 

City _____________________StAte _______ Zip _________

phone _________________ eMAiL ____________________  

WeBSite __________________________________________ 

 
Send ad copy along with check or money order to:  
The Pet Gazette  • 3941 Tamiami Trail, suite 3157, PMB 124,  
Punta Gorda, FL 33950. call us at 941-330-7898 with any questions. 
There is an annual price for directory advertising. All ads run in full 
color at no extra charge. If you are submitting camera ready artwork, 
please contact info@floridapet.net for file submission specifications. 

Florida Edition

Volume 2,  Issue 1, january 2014 complimentary

For People who LOVE PETS!

THE PARTY ANIMAL (Happy New  Year!)

direCtory

An Ad In

Your Sign Of Success!The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • February 2014 The Pet Gazette • www.FloridaPet.net • February 2014PB 1

Pet Gazette 
Advertiser?

“I Saw You In  The Pet Gazette!”

What Do You  
Say To A

2605 Tamiami Trail Unit 1
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

www.premierphotographicevents.

remierPhotographic Events LLC
Pet Photography

941.249.4097

steve@premierphotographicevents.com
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Calendar of Events
August & september 2014

AuGuSt
August 2 - AKC STAR Puppy - 12pm 

- 8-week Good Puppy program - an 
extensive puppy raising experience. 
These classes are the secret to raising 
the best dog ever! - ABC 4 K9, 18481 
N. Tamiami Trail, N. Fort Myers - 239-
217-0241 or www.ABC4K9.com.

August 2 or August 5 - Graduate  
Puppy Classes - 11am - ABC 4 K9, 
18481 N. Tamiami Trail, N. Fort Myers 
239-217-0241 or www.ABC4K9.com.

August 2 or August 5 - Good  
Manners & Basic Obedience - 1pm - 
ABC 4 K9, 18481 N. Tamiami Trail, N. 
Fort Myers - 239-217-0241 or www.
ABC4K9.com.

August 7 - Muttini Mingle 5:30pm to 
8pm - Fishermen’s Village. Salty Paws 
941-575-7599

August 8 - Yappy Hour - 6pm to 8 pm 
- Bell Tower Shops, Fort Myers -  
A pet happy hour benefitting Gulf 
Coast Humane Society.

August 9 - Anesthesia Free Dental 
Cleaning Clinic for Dogs - Safe & Effec-
tive - Natural Veterinary Services, Dr. 
Kristen Swanson, DVM - Appointment 
Required - Cats n Dogs, 2826 Tamiami 
Trail, Port Charlotte 941-627-4093.  NO 
RETRACTABLE LEASHES PERMITTED for 
your pets’ safety.

August 9 - Cat Depot Leash Walk-
ing Training Class for Cats - 12pm to 
1pm - Learn to walk adoptable cats on 
a leash and harness to provide them 
with much needed physical and mental 
stimulation - Register at www.catde-
pot.org/education/cat-socialization.
aspx or email Cody at codyc@catde-
pot.org.

August 10  Lee County Dog Obedi-
ence Club Show N Go.  8 A.M. to 2 P.M. 
at ABC 4 K9, 18481 N. Tamiami Trail, 
North Ft. Myers, 239-217-0241.

August 21 - Companion Bird Club of 
Charlotte County - 7pm at the GFWC 
Woman’s Club of Port Charlotte, 20271 
Tappan Zee Drive, Port Charlotte.

August 23 - The Paw Project Docu-
mentary Film - 2pm - Cat Depot Educa-
tion and Activity Center, 2542 17th 
Street, Sarasota - Film chronicles the 
efforts of Dr. Jennifer Conrad and the 
grassroots movement she founded to 
protect cats, both large and small.  
This is not a graphic film, but an educa-
tional documentary about the issue of 
declawing. Register at www.catdepot.
org/events.

August 27 - Dog’s Nite Out - 6pm to 
8pm - Orange House Wine Bar, 320 
Sullivan St., PG - Fundraiser for Animal 
Welfare League 941-625-6720.

 SepteMBer
September 4 - Muttini Mingle 

5:30pm to 8pm - Fishermen’s  
Village. Salty Paws 941-575-7599 

September 12 - Yappy Hour - 6pm to 
8 pm - Bell Tower Shops, Fort Myers 
- A pet happy hour benefitting Gulf 
Coast Humane Society.

September 13 - Cat Depot Leash 
Walking Training Class for Cats - 12pm 
to 1pm - Learn to walk adoptable cats 
on a leash and harness to provide 
them with much needed physical and 
mental stimulation - Register at www.
catdepot.org/education/cat-social-
ization.aspx or email Cody at codyc@
catdepot.org.

September 18 - Companion Bird Club 
of Charlotte County - 7pm at the GFWC 
Woman’s Club of Port Charlotte, 20271 
Tappan Zee Drive, Port Charlotte.

September 24 - Dog’s Nite Out - 6pm 
to 8pm - Orange House Wine Bar, 320 
Sullivan St., PG - Fundraiser for Animal 
Welfare League - 941-625-6720. 

September 28 - Cat Depot Foster 
Training and Bottle Feeding Class for 
Cats - 11am - Focus is on bottle baby 
techniques, how to manage a mom 
and new litter, adult cat care and hos-
pice care - Register at www.catdepot.
org/education/fosterbottle-feeding.
aspx or email Stacy at stacyj@catde-
pot.org.

onGoinG
Ongoing - Agility Classes & Focus 

Classes - Pleasant Run Kennels, Zemel 
Rd, PG - (941) 575-4022 - All Levels - 
Mon. thru Thurs. - Don Soucy 603 493 
5254.

Ongoing - Dog Agility Classes held at 
the Shell Factory Doggie Heaven Dog 
Park.  Beginner Agility Class 7:30 P.M. 
Thursdays and 9:00 A.M. Sundays.  
Intermediate/Advanced Agility 6:30 
P.M. Thursdays and 8:00 A.M. Sundays.  
Call Kelly @ 239-281-7777 for info.  US 
41, 2787 N. Tamiami Trail, North Fort 
Myers, FL 33903

Ongoing - SWFL Weiner Dog Club 
racing 101 on the 3rd Sunday of every 
month.  9-11 A.M. at the Shell Factory 
Doggie Heaven Dog Park.  US 41, 2787 
N. Tamiami Trail, North Fort Myers, FL 
33903

Ongoing - Dog Friendly Cruises - 
Thursdays at 1pm - Nav-A-Gator Grill & 
Marina - 1 ½ hour Eco-Tour along the 
Peace River. One dog can ride free with 
one adult. Advance reservations are 
needed- call 941-627-3474 between 
10am-5pm.

Ongoing - Aqua Dog Sports -  
Private pool rental, DockDogs lessons, 
swim lessons, aquatic rehab - The 
Shell Factory, US 41 (North Cleveland 
Ave.), N. Fort Myers - 239-464-1859 
or aquadog@dockdogs.com Home to 
SunCoast DockDogs weekly members 
practice.

Please send your events to us at  
info@floridapet.net by the 10th  
of the month prior to the event!
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Dr. Wayne L. Mogavero  •  11960 Kelly Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908

At Tails-A-Waggin Animal Hospital our mission is to provide exceptional veterinary medical, wellness, surgical, and 
dental care for your pet by emphasizing and strengthening the human-animal bond you have with your pet (we also 
cater to exotic animals). In addition to comprehensive veterinary care, we also offer pet boarding, grooming, dog 
and cat daycare, a fenced dog park, and a fully-stocked, in-house and online pharmacy!
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#3FREE 5th Night When 
You Book 4 
Nights At Our 
New Suites 
& Cottages

Good for one pet per household, for 
five consecutive nights only. Valid 
thru 9/30/13.

50%

OFF 

SPLASH TIME
In Our Brand New Pool
Good for one visit only. Cannot combine 
with any other offer. Valid thru 9/30/13. 
Offers not valid during holidays. Must 
present ad at time of purchase.

FREE
DAY CARE
Buy 4 Get 1 Free Day

One coupon per client 
per visit.  Valid thru 
9/30/13. Offers not 
valid during holidays. 
Must present ad at 
time of purchase.

Good for one pet per household, for five 
consecutive nights only. Valid thru 2/28/14.

One coupon per client per 
visit. Valid thru 2/28/14. 
Offer not valid thru holidays. 
Must present ad at time  
of purchase.

Good for one visit only. Cannot combine with any 
other offer. Valid thru 2/28/14. Offer not valid thru 
holidays. Must present ad at time of purchase. 

TRY OUR RESORT
you won’t be disappointed

3 Free Days of Daycare  • 3 Free splash Times
new clients only (Proof of vaccines required)

Good for one pet per household. offer not valid  
during holidays. Valid thru 9/30/14

10% OFF
Professional Dental Cleaning

Good for one visit.  
Cannot be combined with any other coupons 

or offers. Valid thru 9/30/14

BUY A MONTHLY PACKAGE & SAVE
Get up to 4 days free,  

1 free bath &  
up to $140 in savings. 

call for details. one coupon per client per visit.  
offers not valid during holidays. Valid thru 9/30/14

SPECIAL #3SPECIAL #2SPECIAL #1


